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IN THREE PARTS* 



Par t L Containing the Nature and 

various Kinds of Game, under their feveral 
Denominations, with the beft Methods of ta- 
king the fame^ by Shooting, Hunting, Dogs^ 
Nets, and ocherwife ; and the Laws and Sta- 
tutes made for Prefervation of the Game, with 
Warrants to impower Game-keepers, &c. 

Par t II. Of the beft Situations and Methods 
oT erecting and Management of Parks, War- 
rens, (ic. Of Htmting the Buck, Doe, Ore. 
And a concife Abridgment of the Forest- 
Laws, and of all the Laws and Statutes re- 
lating to Deer: Methodically interfperfed with 
Precedents of Warrants for Deer, &c, r.^., 

p A R T III . Of Fish and Filhing ; the moft 
fuccefsful Methods of Angling; the only pro- 
per Baits, Tackle and agreeable Seafons for 
taking all Sorts of Fi(h ; and the Rivers wherein 
they are to be found ; with the Statutes re» 
lating to Pifliing, tic. 



In the S i< ^ O r . if-^ 

Printed by CBUj^iftUtt, andK^CBoffing, rAffigns 
of Edward Saytr EfqO for % WottCon at Shski^ 
fpe0r's.Hesd in the Strand, and ?Jtt^ aja^UvVv'L U 
the Shif in Pjfer. wojlcr-Riw . \Tv% 



TfT 



>**■ 
•^ 




^ 



I 




* -^ d. ■ 






mma&:m mmBmam WM^^sm 



EaSOS2SSBE«fflKeaeB>2«®00 



TO 

Sir Charles Keymis, 
o/Keven-mabley in 
the County of Gla- 
morgan, Bar*. 

SIR, 

H E very great 
Variety of rural 
Pleafures , cea- 
tering in . the 
Neighbourhood of your 
beautiful and magnificent 




The 'Dedication. 

Seat, and the generous 
U&ge you were pleafed to 
Honour me with fome 
Years fince, when I was 
2t Keveri'mahley, embolden 
nie in the Dedication of 
this finali Performance to 

you. 

Though it be ufual in 
Addreffes of this Kind, I 
fhall not defcend to any 
Particulars on the perfonal 
Merits Virtues, and Qua- 
lifications wherewith you 
are endow'd, and which are 
highly conspicuous ; I am 
fore of your Pardon with- 
out thofe Encomiums , 

which 



"^Ihe 'Dedication. 

which otherwife thro' your 
iingular Modefty might 
be doubtful t But I can- 
not omit obferving, thar 
your Hofpitality is no left 
admired, than your pru- 
dent Oeconomy, and your 
Benevolence fumciently ac- 
knowledged by the necet 
iitous Part of Mankind, 

When I had the Ho- 
nour to be laft at your 
Houfe, amidft the moft in* 
dearing Accommodations; 
it was the greateiO: Satit 
£idiion to me imaginabler 
to acGonipany you in your 
hunting Diverfions^ which 
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The Dedication, 

Compais, and the Laws 

to the Game re- 
gularly interfperfed, will 
{ender it fome fmall Addi* 
tioii to your Entertainment 
itn a EarUamentary Rece& 
. 1 beg your Pardon for 
my Preemption, and am, 

SIR, 

T<mrmofi humble Servant^ 



^ 



Giles Jacob. 
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PREFACE. 

I ^£ AJtatMtffs of t 
Ceuntry-Life are fa 
unrvetfall} kpemt, that 
' I have no Neceffity of 
inlarging ufon that SuijeH j and 
as the Vherfion of Hunting, and 
other Exercifes belonging to Game, 
make up the greatefi Pteafure at- 
tending a Retirement in the Ccun- 
trj 5 fo it is the greatefi Satisfor 
Hion to me, that I hne noa an 
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Opportunity cf introducing a Trea- 
tife en that Btad. 

I doubt Hot but the Reader will 
do me the jujlice to corfefs, that 
ihh BooJi k the compleateft on the 
SubjeH', and that it tak^s in 
not only the feveral Part{culars 
neceffary for the Information of 
young Gentlemen^ Strangers to a 
Country Life, but alfo many ufeful 
Things intirely unknovn to the ex- 
perienced Country Gentkman, will 
be eaftly difcovered :^ And be fides 
the Additions and ' Improvements^ 
this Performance will prove the be ft 
and cheapeft Remembrancer of what 
the Sportfmdn may have a Notion 
cfy he can any Ways purchafe. 

If my Experience in the Bufmefs 

I have handled, be not fo extenfive 

as the atlive Gentleman, who bath 

(pent an Age in the Country, (not 

Jer/ If muft be allowed to be toUe- 
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rable^ when h is confidered^ that I 
vpas intrufied with the Care and 
Prefervation of the Game, cf very 
con fider able Eftaies for feven Tears 
together fiiccefjivelj^ I have fup- 
f lied the fame with Obfervations 
of Gentlemen intirely accomplifhed 
in the Affairs of Game and other 
rural Pleafures, and of experienced 
Game-k^efers, to mak§ this WorJ^ 
as compieat as is poffible: To 
thefe valuable Informations, I have 
added a concife Abridgment of the 
Laws and Statutes relating to aU 
Sorts of Game, &c. to this very 
Time, 

If during the Buftles and pon- 
fufions in the World, I can enter- 
tain the Man of Fortune in Re- 
tirement, with an innocent Country 
Viverfion , "which greatly contri^ 
butes to the Prefervation of Healthy 

[the mfi confummate Ha'^\vivt\% -wt 
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have on Earth^ mj Ends are an- 
fiiered : And I htpe this PerfoT' 
mance by the Method I have fur- 
[ued, and the Care I have takm, 
(though ihave toiafdJ the fame 
to the Marromfi Bounds,) aitt 
he received hj fit Gentlemen vho 
fpeitd any Tart of their Time in 
the Country, with the Candour na- 
tural in Country Gentlemen. 
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Y H E 

Compleat Sport fman. 

PART 1. 

X^ontninmg the Nature and various 
Kinds of G A MB t under their fe^ 
veral IDenominationi : With the 
be ft Methods of Taking the fime^ 
hy Shooting, Hunting., ''Dogs, Nets, 
and otherwifi ; and the La^t and 
Statutes made for 'Prefervation of 
the Ga m e ; with Warrants to Im- 
fower Game- Keepers, &c. 

if^^ A M E is defin'd in general to be Pref, 
"1 got cither by Huniing or ("owling; 
I and confifls of Hare, Pneafams, 
f Partridges, Moorj Heaih-GBine.and 
I Growfe. ThenthereareoiherBird* 
frequenily taken by the Fowler at 
certain Searons, ihit are no lefs v;iljable t^an 
Game, fach a* Rail», Quails, Plover, Woodcocks, 
Snipes, Wood-pigeons, Fieldfares, Larks, l^e. 
and a nBrncriiosvaritty of Water-Fowl. 

As the Gun and the Dng are the two IVlateriali 
to be fitO prepat'd , before the SijaiUuKS^ <»-%. 




X The Compkat Sfortfman. 

commence his Rural Diverfions, I (hall early com* 
municace fome Obfervations relating to the Ele- 
fiion of the former , and the Breeding up and 
IVIanagemenc of the latter. 

In ancient Times, the beft Fowling-piece was 
thought to be that which had the longeft Barrel ; 
and a Barrel to a Gun five Foot and a half, or 
fix Foot in length, was efteem'd a moderate Size : 
But of late thefe long Guns are entirely difufed, 
unlefs it be in the killing of Water-Fowl. And 
a Piece of about three Foot and a half long in the 
Barrel, by a more perfed Mixture of the Metal, and 
skilful Boring, will do more Execution in the 
Purfuit of Land- Fowl, than your long Guns ; 
and no Body is unfenGble that it is lefs Labour 
and Fatigue to the Bearer. 

Many Perfons, who are unacquainted with the 
Diverfion of Fowling> are for making choice of 
the lighted Piece for their Purpofe. But, 1 take 
ir, I have no reafon to caution the labouring 
Sportfman in this Particular ^ the Hazard he runs 
in the burding of the Gun, and the Nicety he is 
obliged to obferve in his Charges^ even fome- 
times to the Lofs of his Game, will fufficieutl/ 
diJ[c<>tirage him from theEleflion of fuch a Piece. 

WcA 1 need not inform the Sportfman, that his 
Gun for (hooting Flying ought to be of a wide 
Sore, a fmall Matter under a Mufquet. 

In the Choice of your Powder, let. 
Ffiwiler4nd it be by no means old ; for Age, efpe* 
6hot, cially if it be kept in a damp Place^ 

very much impairs its Strength, Ad4 
for the Prevention of the pernicious Effeds of 
Damps, it is neceflary that ihe Powder be fomcu 
times dried by the Fire in a Paper, or other wife, an^ 
%hzt the fame be fifred through a fine Sieve, tQ>^ 
ftpanUftom it che Dud; which not only det^ij>^ 

V0Ltw4 



The Compleat Sport Jman. 3 

■tnents the Efficacy of the Powder, but alfo fouls 
your Piece at the fame Time, 

Powder being of an Azure Colour, fomewhat 
inclining to Red , is a Si^n of its being good 
Powder; if it be very black , it is" eiujcr ovcr- 
moift, or has too much Charcoal in it. And yoa 
may know Powder by touching : For if it cafily 
cruQies into Duft, it has too great a Quantity of 
Coal ; but if it feels hard^ it is a certain Sign of its 
Goodnefs, and this Powder may be depended upon. 

LetyourShot be of a moderate Size; for when 
Shot are cither over- large or fmall, you find an ill 
Confequence attending; as, if it be too great, then 
you*ll find it fcatter too much ; and if ic be too 
imall, you will meet with Difappointment when 
you fire at large Fowl: Though fmall Snot is 
always ufed when you (hoot Flying, 

Having provided your Fowling-P'ece, Powder, 
and ShotjWith the feveral Inftrumtnts and Con v ni- 
cncies ncccffary for the fame^ and you are abr« ai 
Within Sight of Game, carry your Piece a^wys 
cock'd, and obferve tochufe y.jur Static^ m a !1ac e 
of Shelter, as much as you can, to conceal y«)U 
from the penetrating Sight of the Birds, which i** ve- 
ry extraordinary for their Prcfervation ; and if yoa 
have not Shelter enough, by reafon of ihc Nuked- 
nefs of the Banks, and want of Trees, you will 
b^ obligM to creep upon your Hands, and fome- 
times to lye flat upon your Belly, and To take 
your Aim. And in Shooting, take care to fhoot 
with the Wind, if poflEible; and rather fide ways, 
or behind the Fowl, than to meet them. 

The true Level on the Ground or 
Water, is to have the Sight of the obferviitions 
Piece equal with the Head of the en shooting.] 
Fowl i and you muft keep your open 
.^yefofteadyiand thefiut-end fo&&io^^^\^^^^^ 
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dcr, that when the Gun is difcharg'd, it may re* 
main perfedlyunmov'd; and by this means you'll 
fee yoar "Sport drop at the End of your Piece. 

if you (hoot into a Flock of Fowl, it \s beft 
-4to take them on the Wing^ juft rifing : And if 
any efcape a Shot on the Ground, then you are 
at the greateft Certainty in levelling three Yards 
from the Ground, a little inclining the Ma^^le 
of your Piece to that Way which their Heads 
fiand : But you mud in this Cafe fire as foon as 
he on the Ground hath pulled his Tricker, and 
the Pan of his Piece flaihed. 

When you (hoot at a Flock of Birds on the 
Ground, level your Piece at the Centre or Mid- 
dle of the Flock, and let the particular Bird you 
aim at be hid with the Muzzlt of the Piece* And 
if you (hoot Flying at a Flock, meet them if you 
can, and raife the Muzzle of your Piece flant- 
jng, or rifing by Degrees upwards, that you may 
take the undermoft, and (hoot ilantwife through 
them ; fo that the Shot that goes free, may iiy 
higher than the Rear of the Birds. 

If yott(hoot at Fieldfares, Thru(hes, Lapwings, 
i^fc. that run on the Ground, you are to take 
notice which way they bend their Courfe ; and 
when they have gathered from their Spreading, 
fire with a level Aim at the higbeQ Part of thofe 
foremoft, that are next to you, and the others 
running on will fall in with the Shot. And 
when you (hoot at Birds on the Wing a confix 
derable Diftance from you, and your Station is 
fpch that you are to level your Piece fideways, 
raife your Piece fo that it may be equal with 
their Flight : And if the Birds be out of reach, 
fire as at a Mark about (ix Yards before, and 
then the Shot will take them as they are paffing ; 
ifji if you aim direfily at the Bird iideways, ic 

will 
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t^ill be pad away before the Shot can reach 
her. 

If Game fly over your Head, it is bed to aim. 
at their Heads,- and if they fly from you, it i« 
beft to aim as it were under their Belh'es. And 
in all Cafes?of fhooting flying, it is the foreft Me* 
thod to let the Game fly a little part you before yoii' 
(hoot ; there being many a good Shot loft by an* 
over-hafty Difcharge of the Piece. 

In Shooting, let your Dog be under good Com- 
mand, at your HeelSj not daring to (lir ^ill you' 
bid him, and having then firft difcharg'd your 
Piece: For otherwife an ill taught D^g will, 
upon the Snap of the Cock only, without firing, 
rufli out, and fpoil your Expefiations; 
In refpeS to your Choice of Dogs for 
Sport ; if it be a Water - Dog , chufe D^^/. 
him of Hair long and curled, bat not 
loofe and (bagged ; his Head ought to be round 
and curled, his Ears broad and hanging, his Eye 
full, lively and quick, his No(e very Ihorr, hir 
liip like to that of a Hound, his Chaps furnifh'd 
with a full Set of ftrong Teeth, his Neck thick and 
fliort, his Bread fliarp, his Shoulders broad^ his 
Fore-legs ftraight, his Chine fquare, hisButtock? 
round, his Belly gaunt, his Thighs brawny, ^c. 

The Whelps of thefe Dogs cannot be too ear- 
ly taught to couch, and lye down \ for the eafy 
teaching whereof, let them have no more Cor* 
refiors than one. You mufl then teach your Dog tp 
fetch and carry ; and beings perfe6t therein, teach 
him by Degrees to go back and fetch any Thing 
privately drop'd, and to carry dead Fowl. In the 
next Place, enure him to an orderly Leading in a 
Siribgor Collar. And after this, you are to 
teach him to come clo(e to your Heels without 
kadingi and to train him up for your Gun fo 
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as to make him (talk after you Step by Step, oct 
cjfe couch and lye clofc 'till you have (hot. 

Your Setting* Dog you may chufe either a 
Land - Spaniel, Water- Spaniel, or Mungrel of 
them both, the Lurcher, or fmallBaftardMaftiir;. 
but the Land- Spaniel is preferable to any other.. 
Let him be of a good Size, not over-large for 
Afiivity, and rather fmall than Urge, being of 
a couragious Temper. If you chufe a Whelp, 
let it be from a (Irong, lufty, and nimble Ranger^, 
of aSive Feet, wanton Tail, andbufyNoftrils. 

When the Whelp is about four Months old: 
commence your InHruflions, wherein the firft 
Thing you are to teach him is Familiarity, to. 
love you, and know you from any other Perfon; 
and the better to effect this, let iiim receive his 
Food from no other Hand but your own. 

When the Dog is fo taught that he knows, 
your Frown from your Smile, and fmooth Words 
of Command from rough ones> you are in the 
nextPIace to teach him to couch add lye down clofe 
to ihe Ground; and when he hath done any Thing 
to your Saiisfafiion, beftow upon him a fmall 
Feed; and if otherwifc, chaftifehimvvithWords^. 
but ufe Blows as feldom as you can. 

Then you are to teach him to come creeping, 
unto you upon his Belly, with both Belly and 
Head clofe upon the Ground ; Wherein you are 
to obferve in his creeping to you, whether he. 
raifes his Body or Head; and if he does, yoit 
are to thruft the rifing Part down, and to 
threaten him with an angry Voice,; which if he 
feems to difregard, then you are to difcipline him 
with a (harp Jerk of a Whipcord* '\. 

HisLefTons cannot be too often renewed, 'till, 
he comes to Perfefiion : And if when you are 
jibroad with him^ be takes a Fapcy to range*. 

Wfhetk 
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when he is mod bafy, and in the Height of his 
Paflfme, fpeak to him, and make him lyeclofe, 
and after that make him come creeping to youi 
fo that yon may have bim nnder an abfolate 
Command. 

After yonr Dog is taught ih« feveral Thing« 
before recommended ^ teach him to lead in a 
String : And by this Time the Dog may be a 
Twelve-month old, when, at afitSeafon of rhe 
Year, take him into the Field, and permit him 
to range under due G>mmand. As foon as you 
fee him come upon the Haunt of any Partridge, 
(which yon may know as well by his greater 
Eagerncfs in hunting, as by a kind of Whimper- 
ing and Whining in his Voice, being ftrongly in- 
clin'd to open, but not daring,) you are to fpeak 
to him, bidding him take heed, or the like: And 
if notwithftanding he rulhes in, and fprings the 
Partridge, or opens, and fo the Partridge efcape, 
you are then to correft^ him feverely, and to caft 
Mm off again, and let him hunt in fome Haunt 
where you know a Covy of Bird^ lye, to cbfc: VC 
whether he has amended his Fault. 

And if you catch any Birds, give him the Hcads^ 
Necks, and Pinions, for his Encouragemenr,. 

There is not any Creature irrational more lo- 
ving to his Mafter, nor more ferviceable, than a 
Dbg, enduring Blows from his Hands, C^fpecial- 
>y the Spaniel,) and ufing no other Means to pa- 
cify his Difplcafure than Humiliation and Pro- 
^i»attpn, which, after beating, turneth a Revenge 
into a^ore ardent LfOve,. 

When the Sportfman is furnifh'd with a Guti 
for bis Purpofe, and Powder and Shot as before 
recommended, and alfo with a Dog that may be de- 
pended opon, the next Thing he is to be acquaint- 
ed. Whh ]» ibe Haants of Fowl, 

B^ ' X^ 
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The larger Sorts of Fowl , 'vrhiCh' 
Udmtsof divide the Foot^ are generally to be 
^owl found on the Edge of (hallo\f Rivers^ 

Brooks, and Fkfhes of Water : They 
likewife delight in low and boggy Places^ the 
dry Parts of drowned Fens which are over-grown 
with tall Rufhes, Reeds, and Sedge; and in half 
drowned Moors, or the hollow Va|es of Downs, 
Heaths, or Plains fhelter'd either, with Hedges, 
Hills, Tufts of Buflies or Trees; Where they may 
Jurkobfcurely, and maybe found ip great Plenty*. 
And thefe make not their Appearahce in Flocks, 
tut you fee here one fingle, there k Couple, and 
the like. 

The lefler Fowl, which are Web-fqotcd, con- 
tinually haunt drowned Fens, where they have a. 
conftant Supply of Water, and may fwim undi-. 
fturb*d. They likewife haunt in the main Streams 
of Rivers, where the Current is fwifteft, and leaft* 
fubjed to freeze ; and the broader and deeper fuclv 
Rivers are, the greater Plenty of Fowl is to be 
fpond, the Wild Goofe excepted, whicb frequents 
no Waters above its Sounding. And as thefe 
Fowl delight extreamly in green Corn, fo they 
are be met with where fuch Grain is fown near! 
Plenty of Water* 

Thefe Fowl likewife delight in fmall Rivers, 
Brooks, Ponds J drowned Meadows, Moors,. 
Meres, Plafhes, and Lakes, efpecially if they? 
are well (lor'd with unfrequented Iflands, and. 
well furniih'd with Shrubs, Bufhes, Reeds, 5«fr., 
when they will conftantly. haunt there,'and breed, 
at all Times in the Year. 

I need offer no farther In(tru£lions to theCouiW 
fry Gentleman in purfuit of his Sport with the 
Gun and Spaniel; Labour and Obfervation only 
mud atie him compleat. But 1 IhaU b^re pre«. 
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fern him with the feveral Laws and Statotet re^^ 
laiing to Gunsy Dogs^ i^e. whereby be'tt 
be inform'd of hts own Capacity to kill Gam% 
and the Incapacity of others. So that he vavf 
be enabled not only to purfuis his Dtverfions withr 
Chearfulnefs and Satisfedion, but alfo to i^ai^. 
prefs Pochers, and other unlawful Defirojcrs of 
the faoic. 

I (hall begin with the ancient Sta- i^^n^; t^i > 
tutes : By Staf. 3j/fr«.8. cap, 6. it is stestutun^- 
cnadled, That noPcrfon (hall (hoot i», Uting tp 
or keep in his Ho.ufc anyCrofs-Bow, Gtim,D0g$wi 
Hand-Gun, Hackbut, or Demihake, &c.^ 
who hath not Lands of lOO /• per Ann. 
Bnder Paki of lo /. except the Followers of Lor<^ * 
Spiritual or Temporal, Knights, Efquires, Gen-^ 
tlemen, Inhabitants of Cities, Boroughs, orMar*^ 
. ket-Towns, who were allowed by this Afi^ to- 
keep in their Houfes Hand-Guns of a Yard iti:» 
Length, and Demihakes of three Quarters ; bur • 
not to (hoot in fuch at dead Marks only. And> 
the Owners ef Ships , or Perfon* dwelling two 
Furlongs fronha Town, or within five Miles of 
the Sea-coaft, ^c, may alfo keep fuch Guns: 
And thefe laft may (hoot at any Wild Beaft .'or 
Fowl, except Dter, Heron, Shovelard, Pheafant, 
Partridge, Wild Swan, l^c. And he that hatlv 
Lands, tsfr. of lOo/. fcr Ann. may feize Crofs- 
Bows and Hand-Guns of Perfous not qualified^ 
add break them. 

None under the Degree of a Baron (hall (hoot 
in any Hand-Gun within a City or Town at any 
Fowl whatfocver, or wiihany.Hail (hot, on Pain 
cifio/. and three Months Imprifonment. Stat. 
3^ 5^ J Edw. 6. cap. 14. 

By Stat. 3 Jac, i. cap. \^ No Perfon not ha- 
Yii)g^4p/. {icrAnn^ in Lands, or 200/. inGoodSr 
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or fomelnclofed Groand|for Deer orConeys worth 
^os^perAf9f^&\9\\}x{tG\xf;\^ Bow, or Crofs-Bow^ 
to kiirj^lr'^^jc^eys, nor k«ep Buckftale, Fer- 
ret, Dofl^We^^ftf other Engine. And any Per- 
fon having Lsfifd^^K^rth ico /, per Ann. may 
feixe fuch Gun, C^^^io^nd keep the fame for his 
own Ufe. 

By Stat, 7 Jac. r. 1 1. Shooting at Duck, Growfe,. 
Heron, Heaihcock, Mallard, Phcafant, Partridge, 
TealjWidgcons, Pigeons, tsr'f. incurs a Penaltyof 
2 3/. for every Pigeon kilTd, or the Offender (hall 
be committed for three Months. * 

The Statute of 22 tf 23 Car, 2. cnafis. That 
Perlbns not having Lands, or fome other Eftate 
rf inheritance in cheir own or Wife's Right, of 
Kx>/. per jinn, or for Life orLeafe of 99 Years 
of ifo/. per Ann. (other than the Son and Heip 
ofanEfquire, or other Pcrfon of higher Degree^ 
or Owners and Keeper j^ of Forcfts, Chafes, Parks^, 
or Warrens,) fliali not be allowM to keep Guns^ 
Greyhounds, isfc. 

And by this A3 Lords of Manors, or other 
Royalties, not under the Degree of an Efquire^ 
may, by Writing under Hand and Seal, authorize 
one or more Game* keepers, to feixe Guns,. 
Bows, Greyhounds, Setting-Dogs, Lurchers, or 
Cither Df)gs to kill Hares or Coneys ; Ferrets, 
Traaiels, Low-Bells, Hays, oroiherNets, Hare- 
pipes, Snares, or other Engines for taking Co- 
peys, Hares, Pheafants, Partridges, or oiher- 
Game, ufcd wiihfn fuch Manors by Perfons pro- 
hibited by this h& to ufe the fame. And fuch 
Game-keepers, or others, by Warrant from on« 
J illlce, may fcarch iheHoufes of Perfons fufpcS-' 
ci ii^ keep Guns, ^c. and feize them for the- 
Ufe of the Lord oi the Manor, isfc. 

r 
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I am now come to the Laws relating to Dogs: 
And Firft, The Stat. 13 Rich. 2. cnaSs, That no 
Layman not having. Land of ^Of,.f€rAnn. nor 
Clerk not having lo'L per Ann, Revenue^ (hall 
have or keep any Greyhoand, -lidund, Dog, Fer- 
ret, Nctj or Engine, to deQtoySpeer, Hares, Co- 
neys, or any other Gentledian*s Game, under 
the Penalty of one Year's Imprifonmenr^ And^ 
none (hall hunt with Spaniels in (landing Corn 
on Pain of 40 /. Stat. 23 Eliz. r. i o. 

There arc four Kinds of Dogs which the Law 
regards, T/;c.'.aMaftifr, a Hound, (which compre-- 
hends a Greyhound,) a Spaniel, and a Tumbler. 
BjStat. \Jac. i. r.27. thePcrfons qualified to 
keep Greyhounds, Setting-Dogs , or Nets, to* 
lake Deer, Hare, Pheafant,.or Partridge, are de- 
clared to be fnch as have Inheritance of x^Uptr 
Ann. Leafe for Life of y)U fer Ann, or as are 
worth 200 /• in perfonal Eftate, the Sons of a^ 
Baron or Knight, or Heir apparent of an Efqaire. 
And every other Perfon convi&ed by Confcf- 
fion, or the Oaths of two WitneflTes before two 
Juftices, of keeping fuch Greyhounds, Ssj'f. fhall 
Kiffer three Months Imprifonment, uniefs be pay 
40/. to the Ufe of the Poor- 

B^ Stat, ^i^^lV.yM. Conftables, ^c. may 
by a Juftice*s Warrant fearchthe Houfcs of fufpeft- 
cd Perfons : And if they find any Game- Dogs m 
Ihc PoflTeffion of Perfons not qualified, they muft 
carry them before a Juftice of Peace; and if they 
do not give a good Account how ihey came by 
fuch Dogs, they (hall pay not under 5*/. nor ex- 
ceeding 20/. for every Dog, ^c. 
And the Statute of fv^»»^. cnaS^ That if any 
^ Pcrft^n, noi qualified by L w, (hall keep or ufe 
:H.jioy Greyhounds, bciting-Dogs, Lurchers, Tun* 
;^jtejs> or any other Engine, tu kill anddcflroy 
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the Game, he (hall, forfeit 5; /. half to the Inibr*- 
jm^r. and half to the Poor of the Parifh where 
jf^ikiE^ wa$^ committed, to be levied by Di' 
i>fe(5 I' and for want of a Diftre.fs, the Offender 
to be fent CO the Houpridf Correflion for three 
Months.. ' 

Id ati Indidknent for (hooting of 
ZamCafes, Game, upon an OmiiTion of (hewing 
that the Party was not worth ico/. 
ferjinn. it was order'd to be (hewed on the 
other Side that he is worth f«much to difcharge 
biro* The King againft IVooIf^ 2 Keb. ^%u. 

On aCanvi^i<»n for keeping of Guns with* 
€ut a legal Qaalificaiion» the Offender may not 
be pttnith'd by Juftices of Peace, for they have 
no Cognizance of the Matter (ince the Peace is 
IK? way> concerned; but the Party may be in^ 
dfaed/or thtsOf&nee before the J uftices of Oyer 
O' TcrjBPxnify thoogh not before the Juftices in 
their Scfii.»B5, fi)r want of Jjirifdiflion. King 
ygamrt ^^ftf?, 47i^6>^. 49. 

ASroDCMj the Cafe lyes on aPromife to de? 

. liver a L&rchcr fold, i Keb. 6S0. And Trover 
-'and Con v<frfion lyes of a Spaniel-Dog, refused to 

ii'j^.e deliver'd when rcclaiui'd. Pells and hemon^ 

X^obarA 363^ 

Trefpals lyes f6r a Greyhound : And Plea hj\ 
the Defendant that the Dog was cour(]ng the 
Hare \n his Land",, is frivx)lous. Cro. Jac. 463 » 
But Plaimiffi in anAfition on the Cafe, declared 
that he was pofTcfled of aGreyhound utde bonis fui$. 
jpropriis, and that fuch.a Day he loft it, and ihat 
/jfejcaiite to the Hands of> the Defendant by Tro- 
ver ; and that the Defendant afterwards, in Con- 
fideration thereof, promisd to deliver the i^iA 
Greyhound to the Plaintiff. Per Cur* ^ The Aflfbn. 
tioih i«Jt. lie ; h^caufe £?r«f Naturte^ of which. 
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SSrtoFB^aft the PlaintifF hath not Property ; but 
U wiH Ire RaisoHe fundi, 3 Lcou» 219^.. Itdamt 
Mii:Higgms. 
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The Be ft. Ways in general of Taking 
large and fmall fowl with Nets,^; 
Snares, ^c\ 

T Now proceed to fome Obfervaiions relating. 
-■' to Nets, and the Taking of Birds in genera)^ 
before I come to the particular Manag^meni ia 
Taking the various Kinds of Fowl. 

And the fird Thing to b& taken care of is the 
Making your Nets;^ which mud be of the beft 
Packthread, and have, for larg? Fowl, Medics 
ailcaft two Inches from Point to Point: For the * 
larger the Melhes are, fo that the Fowl cannot 
creep through them^ the more certainly will tha 
Nets entangle your Giime. 

The Dimenfions of your Net ought not to ex- 
ceed two Fathom in Depths and fii: in Length, 
which, is the largeft Quantity a Man is able to. 
manage. And let your Net be verjged on the 
Sides with, ftrong Cord, extended at each Endi 
upon Poles made for that Purpofc*. 

When you lay your Net , you muft fpread \t 
iinooth upon the Ground, flaking the two lower 
Ends firm thereon ;. let the upper Eiids Itand ex- 
tended upon the long Cord) the farther End rhere^ 
qf being flaked faft down to the Earth two or 
three Fathom from the Net; and let the Stake 
which confines down the Cord (land in a dire6b 
^ine with the Iowa Verge of the Net, the Di^ 

fiance.: 
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fiance fiill obfervedr Then the otherEnd of the 
Cord, which mufi be 9t lead ten or twelve Fa« 
thom long, the FowlSr is to hofd in his Hand at 
the utmoft Diftance , where he ought to make 
fome artificial Shelter to conceal himfelf from 
the Sight of the Fowl. And it is likewife con- 
vcnicnjMO ftrow over your Net, as it lies upon 
ihe Ground, a foiall Quaatity of Grafs, to hide tha( 
likewife from the Birds. 

Land^Fowl of feveral Sorts together may be 
taken either by Day or Night. And herein you 
are to obferve the Morning and Evening Haunts 
of Fowl for Feeding, and confider that after the 
Sun Is an Hour high in the Morning, and on the 
Approach of TwiUgbt at Night, their Feeding is 
over* 

If you purfue y^ur Sport by Day, 
J^My-Nets, it is done with the great Net , com*- 
monly called the Crow- Net. Thi» 
Net you may lay before Barn-Doors , or where 
Corn hath been wii)nowed, alfo in Stubble Fields, 
coticealing the Net fo that the Fowl may not 
difcern the Sparey And when you perceive w 
Quantity of Biros within the Compafs of the 
Net fcraping for Food, being concealed with the 
Cord in your Hand , you are to pull the Net 
over them as quick as is poilible ; for the leaft 
Deliberation after the Net is raifed, will difap-^ 
point you in your expeSed Sports 

The Day- Net is generally ufcd for the taking 
of Larks, or other fmall Birds which iiy in the 
Air ; and fuch will drop either to Stale, Glafs, 
fc^r. Though it may be fometimes neceflfary to 
bait the Place with the Foods the Birds mod de- 
light in. 

The Mefli of ihefe Nets ought not to be above 
half aa Inch r(iuarei the Length to be about 

ihree 
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three Fathom, and the Breadth not to exceed one ^ 
Fathom. And theCs Nets being flaked down, at 
the opper End of the foremoft Staves you are to 
fallen Hand-Lines, or Drawing- Cords, which 
mud be at lead a Doxen, a Fathom long. 

When your Nets are laid early in the Morn^ 
ing, fome twenty or thirty Paces beyond them 
place your Decoys upon fome*pearching Boughs*. 
And oot of the firfl Birds you take, referve half 
a Dozen alive for Stales ; and for that Purpofe 
yoxx ought to provide a Cage, or other Conve«^ 
•lience. 

The Seafon for thefe Nets is from Auguft to 
Nfivember: And the Place you eled ought to be 
plain and champain, either on Barly Stubbles^ 
Green Lays, or flat Meadows, adjoining to Corn«^ 
Ftdds, and remote from any Village. 

If you intend to take Fowl by Wghti^its. 
Night in a plain and champian Coun- 
try, you mud ufe the Low-Bell from the latter 
End of OSober until Lady-Day^ and to do it in 
the following Manner: The Day being (hut in, 
and the Air mild, without Moon-fhine , take a: 
Low-Bell of a deep and hollow Sound, and with 
it a Net twenty Yards in Me(h every Way, and 
go into any Stubble Corn-Field , but Wheat is 
the bed. The Bell is to be carried before, tol* 
Itfigdlfmally; afterwards follows the Net born up 
ateachCorner^andoneach.Sideby feveral Perfons» 
Then another Perfon mud carry fome Iron or 
Stnney Vcdll, which is to contain burning, but 
not bUiing Coals, and at thefe you irud light 
Bundles t)i Straw, or you may carry Links with 
you. And having pitch d your Nets where you 
think the Game lies, beat the Ground, and make; 
a Noife, an^ as the Fowl rife, they will be en- 
tangled in the Net. 
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When you have drawn your Net, exn'ngdiS 
your Lights, and proceed co laying your Net in 
fomc orher Place; and you rouft be very filenr, 
that nothing may be heard but the Sound of the 
L'ow-Bcll *till the Net is placed, and the Lights 
blazing. The fvioife of the Bell makes the 
Birds lye clofe, fo as they dare not ftir whiKl 
you arc pitching the Net, and the Sight of the 
Fire is fo terrible to them, that it makes them 
iudantly take Wing, and fo they are enfnared. 

The Trammel is much like this Net for the 
Low-Bell; and with ihefe Nets you may take 
good Store of Partridge, Rails. Larks, l^c. 

. For the YSkihg bfrffnaff Water- 
Ken far Fowl, you are to pitch yoiirNets for 
Water-^otpL the Evening Flight before Sun-fet^ 
ftaking them down on each Side ol 
the River about half a Foot within the Water, 
the lower Side of the Net being fo plumb'd^ tlia^ 
it may (ink to that Depth, atid no further. Let 
the upper Side of the Net be plac'd flantwife^ 
fhoaling agalnft the Water, yet not touching the 
fame by near two Foot; and let the Strings^ 
which fupport this upper Side of the Net be faften*d 
to a fmaW yielding Twig or Pitcher , which, as 
the Fowl ftrikes, may give Liberty to the Net 
to run and entangle them. In this Manner place 
feveral Nets over different Parts of the River; 
and if any Fowl drop on the River that Night, 
you'll find a Share.. 

And for your better Succefs, take your Gun, 
and go to all the Fens and Plathes that are a good 
Distance from your Nets,. and difcharge it feveral 
Times; which will lb- affright the Fowl, that 
they will inftantly betake themfelves to the Ri-. 
vtrs. Then plant your Nets upon ihefe Fens ancL 
Places^ and in the Morning, when you take up. 

your. 
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your Fowl in the River , difi^arge yoar Gan^ 
there likewife , to force thetn to yoar Snares in 
ihe Fens. By which Means youMI take them 
•very Way. 

There are feveral Laws relating to L^wsnlg- 
Nets : The Stat. 23 Eli^. cap. 10. en- tmg toNttti 
sifts, That if any Pcrfon (hall with, 
Nets, or any other Engines, take and deflrof 
Pheafants or Partridges in the Nighttime, he 
ftall be liable to the Penalty of 20 s. for every^ 
Fheafant fo taken, and los. for every Partridge,. 
And if the Penalty be not paid within ten Daya 
after the Offence committed, the Offender (halt 
fuffer one Month s Imprifonment without Bail, 
and enter into Bond, with good Sureties, before 
a Juftice of Peace, not to offend in the fame 
Kind for two Years, The Forfeiture to be divi- 
ded between the Lord of the Manor and thePro- 
fccutor : But if the Lord difpeiKcs^ with the Of- 
fender, the Poor of the Parifh (hall have hia 
Moiety ; to be recovered by any of the Church*- 
wardens. 

Perfons of mean Condition ufing Nets or Set-* 
ting-Dogs to deftroy Pheafants or Partridges, on- 
Convifiion before two Juftices, (hall be eommit- 
ted to the Common Gaol for three Months, 
without Bail, unlefs the Offender (hall pay the 
Sum of 20 /. for the Ufe of the Poor, for every 
Pheafanc or Partridge he (hall de(iroy, and alfo 
become boun^ in a Recogniiance of 20i/« Penal*. 
ty not to offend for the future. Stat. 7 Jaf. i. 

By the Statute of 4^3? j JT. bf M: Perfons not 
qualified by Law keeping or uiing Hays, Nets^ 
Jkurchers, Setting^Dogs, Ferrets, Tunnels, Low- 
B^n, Hare- Pipes, or other Infiroments, for the 
Peflrudlioa of Gam^y aad not giving a good; 
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Account h^VtlnrtUriS Vfihefat^ being thcrci 
^ of convia^ htfdrejt Jufticc of Peace, J y lhf off^ 

half to ttw fnfoTOicr, and the other half to th|^*^ 
Poor of the Pd}0^ where the Offence was comn- ' 
mitted, to bfc JfevTed ^piftrefs and Sale of GoodsT 
i^ck-. jind f)r wanttliereof to be committed to 
the Houfe df Corredion for a Month. 

And the Stai.^qAnne, enafts, That if any Per- 
fop between iheTirft Day oi July and the Firft 
tX September y^^x\^ , (the Moulting Seafons) (hall 
qtiveand take any Wild Duck, TcaU Widgeon, 
qr other Water Fowl, with Hays, Tunnels, or 
;^^tfier Nets^ inanyof the Fens, Lakes, broad Wa^ 
ters, or other Places of Refori for Wild F^l, the 
Offender being conviQed before a Jufliceflf Peace 
liy the Oith of one or more credible "Wtncffes^ 
fball forfeit for every Wild Duck, ^c. theSum of 
5* A one Moiety to the Informer, and the other to the 
Poor of the ParWh, to be levied by Diftrefs ; and 
^or want of Diftrefs, the Offender to be com- 
mitted to the Houfe of CorrefiioD, and kept at 
hard Labour for any Time not ezceeding^f Month, 
nor lefs than fourteen Days, and the Hays, ^c^ 
fuzed to be immediately deflroyed*^ 




How to fake Pheafatits^ Partridges^ 
Rails, Quails, ^c. with Nets^ 
^ogsy andotherwifi. 

TH E firft Thing to be taken notice of, relating^ 
to Pheafants, is their Haudts ; wherein yoQ^ 
irill obferve that they.dcJight in thick young^ 

Coppice 
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,r CopEpice Wbods, that are large and Ihady, and: 

unfreqoenu^d. In the Day-tune yoa may find^^^ 

their Huants by looking ondtr the Trees, andf 

> opon the^Bodghs in the Night;, and at certaim^ 

-Seafons you may know where to find-^em bw 

' the Crowing of the Cock Phcafllw. 1f in tbf r 
Breeding-time, you may find them^y4t)« Gock'a-. 
calling eariy in*the Morning, and late ra the 
Evening. But the m( ft certain Way of finding 
them out IS (o have a natural Pheafant Call, by 
being Mdftcr (»f their fcveral Notes; as the Call, 
to cluck the Young together, another to chide 
them when they ftraggle too far, a third to call 
them to Meat, a fourth to make them look out: 
for Fopd themfclves, and a fifth to call them to* 
gether for Sporting. And the beft Time for ufing. ^.i 
thefeCalls is either in the Morning early, or the 
Evening juft about Sun-fetting, when the Notes- 
muft be to clack them together to brood;^ 

.>Being acquainted with your Notes, and how 
to appl]tfthem» and likewife the Uaoma 4)f . yoor 
Qaoie,^ you areto be in the neit Place provided 
with ^' i^kr of double-twinM Brown Thread, 
dyed either Bjueo r Green, the Melhes whereof 
flbt ut an InJBrtliween Knot and Knot. Let 
the Length of it be about three Fathom, and the 
Breadth about feven Foot , verged on each Side 
with fmall, but ftrong Cord, with the J|]nd4 o£:' 
the Net fo contrivM^ that it may lie cojaajgals- wife 
and hollow* ^ " .' : 

After you are furnifli'd with your All aterlals; . 
repair to fome obfcure, dark, and fcrlittfry Situa- 
tion, where the Underwood is of jtbe greateft 
Strength, and hide your felf ; then begin to call 
low at firft, and raifing your Note by Degrees, 
fo as aot to over-ftrain it. If you are-withia^ 
bearing) yoa will be anfwer'd in a little Time t 
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And if you are anfwerd by a fingle Bird from \ 
Diftance, advance nearer In a creeping Pofture 
as the Pheafant will do to yon; and as yoi 
come nearer^ lower your Note in Imitation o 
the Bjrd's ; and when you fee her on the Bough: 
9r (srditfKt, jand ihe is prying to find you, ceaO 
calllni^' tpf^ys^f^ your Net privately at the fami 
Time (without making the lead Noife, and wit! 
^t utmoft Expedition) in the mod convenien 
Place between you and the Fowl, and upon thi 
lowed Buihes and Shrubs^ fixing one End fad t( 
the Ground , and the other End by a long Lini 
held in your Hand* fo that when ft is the leal 
ftrained, you may draw it clofe together. Thei 
call again; and when you perceive her come jul 
«nder your Net, rife on a fudden ; whereupoi 
ihe will flutter up, and be inOantly entangled. 

When you hear many Anfwers to your Cal 
from fcveral Quarters, alter not your Siiuatioc 
but continue in the^ame Place, and prepare you 
Nets ) and fprcad them afre(h as they come nea 
you, one Pair of Nets on one Side^ and anothe 
on the other Side ; then lye clofe, and apply you 
felf to the CalL as before direfied« 

6|||. the Driving of young Phca 

T0 drivi faatii; )>rep8re your Inftrument, calle 

youngthtH' 9l Driver ^ of drong White Wands, c 

fMti^ Ofiers, fct fad in a Handle, and twi 

ded about in two or three Places wit 

other Wands, making the Shape of the Inftrc 

mcnt ufed in drrffing of Cloth. And havin 

found out an Eye ot Pheafants, (taking the Win 

with .you), fix y<^ur Nets crofs the little Pads an 

Tracks they have made, which you may eafil 

difcover , advancing as near as may be to fom 

. noted. Haunts; then place your Nets holloiff 

loofe;.;md circular-wife, the aether Part therec 

» ^ bcin 
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^being faftenM to the Ground, and the upper Part 
lying hollow, and bending fo that it my with 
Facih'ty fall and entangle your Game when ihey 
rufh into it. 

This done, you are to go before to the Place 
where . you made Difcovery of the Haunt, and 
there with your Call you muft call them toge- 
ther, if they are feparated : Then with your Driver 
you muft make a gentle Noife, raking upon the 
Boughs and Buflies round about you, ( but con- 
cealing your felf from the Sight of the Pheafants,) 
and as foon as the Pouts hear the Noife^ they 
will immediately run from it a little Way \ then 
give another Rake , at which they will repeat 
their Running. And by a Continuance of your 
raking leifurely, you may drive them before yoa 
like a Flock of Sheep. 

\{ in driving the Pheafants you find any Sur- 
prize amongft them , fo that there is Danger of 
their running into Holes, or of their taking 
^ Wing, (which you may perceive by their fright- 
ful Gazing about, ) ceafe your Raking, and be 
filent 'till you obferve by their Cluck and Peep- 
ing that they Jiave recover*d their Fears ; when 
you inay proceed with Afluiance of Succefs. 

The Haunts of thefe Birds may be difcover'd 
by their Dung, and the Barrennefs or Beating of 
the Ground. 

There is another Method of taking othirMi- 
Pheafants or Partridges with Nets, thodseftA* 
which I (hall briefly mention. When khgefphes- 
you perceive an Eye of Pheafants, or f^ff, &c. 
a Covey of Partridges haunt any 
Ground, go thither, and in fome Part thereof, 
dift^nt from any Hedge, Buih, or Gate, about 
forty or fifty Paecs, pitch up four Sticks, each a 
Foot long, in a Squarci and fcatter a fmall Qoan- 
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city of Barley or Wheat in the Midft; Irkewift 
featteriog fome loofe Corns through the Ground, 
as a Train to entice the Game to the Heap m 
the Midft of the Sticks againft the Morning ; the 
next Day place a Furze-Buih to every one of the 
four Sticks; and if they eat the fecond Time 
(which may be difcernM by their Dung) notwith* 
ftanding the Furxe-Buflies, then againd their nest 
coming crofs fome Lines of Packthread in Fornd 
of a Net; and if they then continue to come^ 
you may be fure to take them by taking away 
the Sticks ) FurxeBufhes, and Packthread, and 
pitching a fquareNet, (landing floap-wife, like a 
Penthoufe, and fupported by (mail Twigs in its 
ftead. The bed Time to wait their coming \% 
fit Pay-break ; and you are to Ife concealed m a 
Bttih or Shelter, to draw your Net when they 
are all bufy eating the Bait. 

The proper Seafon of ufing Pheafant-Nets ts 
from the Beginning of May 'till the latter End 
of OSober. 

In refpeA to Partridges, I Aall 

Iftiftridgis. begin with the Way of taking them 

by the Help of the Setting - Dog ; 

there being no Method fo noble and excellent at 

this* 

tiavinga Dog qualified for your Purpofe, take 
him abroad with you to fuch Plaees as are fre- 
quented by Partridges, and there cad him off, 
obferving that he l^ats his Ground thoroughly, 
and without Confufion. When he is guilty of 
a Fault,^ you ought to call him in wit|} a Hem, 
or check him by fome peculiar Word delivered 
with a ftern Air; whereby he will range with 
more Temper, often looking in his Ma(ler*s Face 
for Dire Aions* 

Whea 
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When your Dog flops on a fudden, or ftands 
dill, you are to make in to him with the ut- 
mofl Expedition , for he has then fet the Par- 
tridge; and as you advance near him, command 
him to go on ; bat if he goes not, but lyes flill, 
or flands (baking of his Tail, now and thea 
looking back , yoa may be alTured the Birds are 
near; fo that youarenot to urge him further, but 
to walk fafl, cafling a carelefs Eye flraight before 
the Nofe of the Dog, and you'll fee in what Dif- 
pofition the Covey lye. 

The Covey fo obferv'd, you are to command 
your Dog to lye flill, and draw forth your Net^ 
and prick one^End on the Ground, and fpread 
your Net all open, and fo cover as many of the 
Partridges as you can; which being done, make 
aNoife, and the Partridges will fpringup, and be 
entangled. 

The Partridge-Net is (hapM and proportioned 
like to the Pheafant-Net, only the Mefbes muft 
be fomewhat Smaller; and fome Sp()rtfmea 
vrould have this Net to be made a little broader 
and longer, for catching a greater Quantity. And 
indeed, the Net for a Covey ihould be fixteea 
or. eighteen Yards long, and about four Or Jve 
Foot deep, unlefs it be in Pairing- time; and then 
it ought not to exceed eight or ten Yards in 
Length, and four Feet in Depth, 

If you have no Setting-Dog, you mnfl find out 
the Birds either by your Eye^ by the Cock's Call, 
and the Hen's Anfwering, or by their Call imi« 
tated In Notes, which lafl (as in the Cafe of the 
Pheafant) is the befl Way ; and if they are near, 
you will be prefently anfwer'd, and you may 
draw them to you with Pleafure. 

When you have difcover'd the Birds move off^ 
and take a Circle round them : obferve well the 
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Poftare they lye in« but do it carelefly, and walk 
rather from than towards the Partridges, 'till yo«i 
Jiave trim^d your Net^, and got them ready; 
which done, you mud draw in your Circumfew 
rence lefs and lefs, 'tilP yon come within the 
Length of your Net. Then pricking down a 
Stick about three Foot long, faftea one End of 
the Line of your Net, and make it fad in the 
Earth as you walk about; for you muft be ia 
continual Motion : Then letting the Net flip out 
of your Hands , fpread it opien as you go, and 
fo carrry it, and lay it all over the Partridges* 
And if they lie draggling^ that one Net will not 
cover them, then you are to (pread another Net j 
which being done, rufli in upon them, and they'll 
fly up, and be enfnared. 

For the Driving of Partridges, yoa 
Driving tf are to provide an Engine in the Form 
Tartriilg9s, cjf a Horie, the Outflde whereof to 
be Canvas, and the infide to be (htf. 
fed with Straw, or other light. Macter. ' Yoar 
artificial Horfe being got ready, you mud repiir* 
with it and your Nets to the Haunts of Pariridgeir, 
and having found out the Covey, and p^tcbM 
your Nets below the Birds, you are to go above 
them with the Wind, atid drive downwards, ha« 
viug your Face coverM with fomethiog green ot 
blue, and carrying the Engine before you; where- 
in you are to obferve not to ftalk them over-ha« 
(lily, fo as to raife them on their Wings, aiid 
they will then run naturally before you. 

If they happen to run a contrary Way than to 
your Nets, you may crofs them with your EtK 
gine, and eafily confine them to the Track you 
de (irr* Your Nets muft be pitchM floap<« wife and 
hovering. 

The 
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ThfC Haants of Partridges are very varioos ; 
fotnetimet any Covert will ferve them, and 
other times none at all. The Places they moft 
nffcSt are the Corn-Fields, efpecialiy whilft the 
Corn IS growinf^. And^they delight in Wheat- 
Stubble, when the Corn is cat, there being Grain 
left for their Feed, and a Covert for Shelter* 
They alfo love fre(h and untrodden Barley-Stub- 
ble ; and will lye in the Furrows unobfery'd; 
When the Stubble-Fields are ploughed up, or 
over-foiled with Cattle in the Winter, Partridges 
refort into the upland Meadows, and lodge either 
in the dead Grafs^ or under Hedges. Sometimes 
they are in Coppices and Underwoods, where 
Corn-Fields are adjoining: And about the Harveft- 
feafon youMi find them in the Day-cime in the Fal- 
low-Ftelds adjacent to Corn-Lands; and in the 
Evening they feed among the Sheeves of Corn. 
The beS Timt of finding thefe Birds by the Eye 
in their Haunts, is either in the Morning early* 
or at theClofe of the Evening, when the Cock- 
Partridge will call aloud, and the Hen will an- 
fwer; by which Means your Ear will dired yoa 
to them. And you may come near enough to 
have a Sight of them ; for they are naturally « 
very lazy Bird, aud unwilling to take Wing, 

The Haunts of the Rail and Quail 
4ire much like thofe of the Partridge ; RmUs, 
only theQusul loves at all Times the SumUs, 
Wheat-Fields, and the Rail delights in ^c* 
long high Grafs. 

They may be found like wife in the fame Man- 
ner as the Partridge, by the Eye, the Ear, or the 
Call ; to which lafi they liften with fuch EarneQ- 
nefs, that you can no fopner imitate their Notes, 
but they will anfwer them, and porfoe the Call 
(With the greatcll Eagernefs. 

C 'Vw^ 
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The Notes of the Male and Female being 

Tery different, you are to be Matter of both ; ana 

iTtrhen yoo hear the Male call, you nDuftanfwerin 

the Female's Nt'te; and when ihe Female callf, 

yoo are to anfwer in the Note of the Male: 

And tqr this Means they'll not only run to .yon. 

hxsx -gafte and liften 'till yoa have encompa(s*4 

them with your Net. ? 

Thefe Birds are to be taken the fame Way tM' 

the Partridge; but if yoB drive them, it is a very 

£ood Method to have fome Cages of live^oails, 

to call the others to them as yoo drive ; for 

thefe ran more heady than Partridges: And to 

make rhem, when they. advance near the Ner^ 

:gather in a Body, ftrow Miller, or fome Seeds, 

which inaealing, will fuflGicicaily fnvice them to 

{[o on ; or you may drive them by one going 

on one Side, and another Perfon on the other j 

ihaking little Collars of Bells, but not map 

king too great aNoife, left the Birds ihould take 

Wing. And by this Means you'll eafily enfnare 

them. ._ 

The Net for thefe Birds onght to be a Tramelling 
Net, and to be pitched before Day. The Fowl 
sre to be driven foon after Day-lfght, or in % 
dear Moon-ihiny Night. 

The Springe is a Device for taking 
1o uMt Fowl inthc Winter only, whenmacS : 
Birds with Wet is on the Ground, or the Earth 
sprinies, h coverM with Snow, and is chiefly 
Snares, &c. for taking Water Fowl : Wherein, 
if the Water be frozen, by making 
Plafhes there will be the greater Refort of Fowl^ 
i^nd confequently the greater Profped of Sue* 

«efs. 

And in the Setting of this Engine, you are firft 

11 40 all oiber Cafies^ to obfervc the particular 

iiaanii 
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H«nnt$ of Fowl, the Water Trridsrhey frfqncnt; 
and where man/ Farrows meet in one narrow ' 
Paflage, which afrer wards divides it fclf again in- 
to other Parts and Blanches, jouMl not fail in ta^ 
king of Birds. 

Theft Things being marked, yon are to take 
fereral fmall ihort Sticks or Twigs, and prick 
tfaeaa crofs-wife athwart all the other PallageSt 
half an Inch afnnder, making a fofficient Fenco 
to prevent the Birds paffing anj Way but one, 
mrhjch leads to your Snare : And if thele Sticks 
fiand bat a handfal above the Water, it will be 
fafficient. 

When you have thas ftopp'd all the Paflages 
bat one, take a Aiff Stick cut flat on one Side , 
and prick both Ends down into the Water, ma* 
kitig the apper Part of the flat Side jaft to roach 
Jthe Sarface of the Water : Then make a Bow 
of fmall Hazel or Willow, in the Fafhion of a 
Pear, at lead a Foot long, and aboat half a Foot 
broad at the broadeft Parr, and at the narrow 
End make a fmall Nick. Then take a good ftifiT 
grown Plant of Hazel or Willow, without Knott « 
three or four Inches in Grcumference at the Bot- 
tom, and one Inch only at the Top ; then (harpeii 
the Bottom End, and at the Top faflen a ftrong 
L#oop of Horfe-hair, made of about one hundred 
Norfe-hairs well twifled together, and fo fmooth^ 
that it will ran and flip at rleafure; and let the 
Loop be of the exa& Quantity of the Hoop. Then 
Dear this Loop yon are to faflen a little broad 
THckei, Within an Inch and a half of the End of 
the Plant, made equally Oiarp at both Ends. 

Thefe Things being prepared, you are to thruflt 
the bigt^er fliarp End of the Plant into the Ground 
clofe by the Edge of the Water , the fmall End, with 
the Hoop or Bow and Tricker, muft be bco^^Ki 

C 1 ^^"^"^ 
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*dowD to the firfl Bridge, and tbe other End bong 
on a Peg driven into tbe Groand : And then the 
Hoop being laid, one .End of the Tricker mud 
be. let npon the Nick of the Hoop« and the other 
Snd againft a Nick made in the Bridge near the 
fmall End of the Plant, which will keep the Plant 
ilrongly bent down ; and the Violence of its 6en4 
will make the whole ftick and hold together un- 
til tlie Hoop be mov'd« This done, Jay the 
Swickle on the Hoop in fach FaOiion as the Hoop 
is proportioned ; and then your Spring is fer. 

Siy obferving thefe Methods, and pitching littk 
Sticks on each Side, making an impaled Path 
Cwhich is to widen gradaaliy as yon go from the 
Springe) from the Hoop, ihe Fowl will be enticed 
to wade up to the Springe, which is no fooncr 
vtonch'd, bat that Part of the Bird touching ir is 
infiantly cnfnarcd. hy the fadden Rifing SE the 
l>hint. 

Th^ Springe for Woodcock, Snipe, Plover, and 
«11 lefler Fowl^ is made in this Manner, oolf 
^varying in Strength in proportion to the liigneu ' 
of thcBirds, 

Yon may likewife take Woodcocks, ^e. with 
Snares , which are no more than Sticks cat of 
about two Foot in Height, fluck fad into the 
Earth, a little ilanting to which are faftenM Horfe- 
hair Lines with running Noofes. They are to 
be fixed on the Sides of Furrows in Ground near 
fome Coppice- Wood in Moonfhiny Nights, when 
Ihc Corn begins to fpring ; and the Noofes are to 
hang about three Inches from the Ground^ being 
iet about ten Foot diftance one from another. 

To take Herons, which are tbe 

Uiftu. greateft Devourers of Fiih of any Bird 

whatfoever, you mayjdo it with a Bait 

uxiht ibllowing Manner ; Get three or four fmall 

Roaches 
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Roaches or Dace^and having a QroogFiOi-hook.bnK : 
not too large, with Wyre adjoining, draw theWyre • 
jofi withiniheSkin of theBait on one Side for about ^ 
half the Length of the Fi(h, beginning near the 
Gills, and then the Fifh will live five or fixDays* 
Then having a ftrong Line of Silk and Wyre v 
cwified together^ tie a round Stone of about a > 
Pound Weight to the Line. Lay your Hooks in ^ 
Water> not too deep for the Heron to wade, and 
if you colour your Line of a dark Green, youMl not ' 
fail to have the ravenous Bird in a few Nights, if ^ 
he continues to frequent your Ponds. 

The Diverfion of Hawking, by rcafon of tlie 
Trouble and Expence in keeping and breeding 
the Hawk, and the Difficulty in the Management 
of her in the Field, is in a great Meafure difus'd; :, 
cfpecially fince Sportfinen are arrived to fuch a 
Perfefiion in Shooting , and fo much improvM 
in the making of Dogs , which facilitates the 
Pleafure in taking all Sorts of Game: I there- 
fore (hall take no Notice of it, but proceed 
to the Laws concerning Pheafants, Partridges^ . 

By the Statute of 1 1 He». j. cap, 17. TU Laws ■ 
none (hall take Pheafants or Partridges muL Sts^ 
In another Man's Ground without Lf- ^«« f<^- 
cence, under the Penalty of 10 /. to be tmgt9Tb9^ 
divided between the Owner of the fi^^^ *^ 
Ground and the Profecutor. 

If any Perfon (hall fhoot, kill, or take any 
Pheafant, Partridge, ^c. or fliall take their Eggs, 
or deftroy Hares, ^€. with Pipes, or other En- 
gines, and thereof (hall be convided by Confe(l 
fion, or the Oaths of two Witnefles, before two 
Juftices, he (hall be committed for three Months 
without Bail, unlefs he Immediately pays to the 
Ufe of the Poor twenty Shillings for every Fowl, 

C3 fi«&. 



3 o The Compleaf Sj^ort/mam. 

E^g, ^r. taken or deftroyed. Bat after on 
Month^s Commitment he may be released on be 
comitig bound with Sureties, in 20 /. each, never t( 
commit the like Offence for the future. Jm 
jjac.i. cap.!*]. 

The fame Stature enads, That none (hall bD] 
or fell again any Pheafant, Partridge, Hare, ^c 
(except by them brought up, or brought from b5 
yond the Seas,) under the Penalty of 20/. for eye 
ryPheafant, and 10 j. for every Partridge or Hare 
to be divided between the Profecutor and th< 
Poor of the Pari(h where the Offence is com- 
mitted. 

The Staf. 7 ^ac. i. cap. 11. declares. That il 
any Perfon fliall defiroy any Fheafant or Par« 
tridge between the Firft of '^uly and the Lali ol 
^ugtifty be (ball be liable to a Penalty of 20/. 
for eve47 Fheafant and Partridge kill'd, or fof- 
fer one Month's Imprifonmenc without bail. 

By the Siai. s Jinna^ cap. 14. it is enaded; 
That if any Higler, Chapman^ Carrier, Ion- 
keeper^ Vifiuallci-, or Alehonfe-keeper, (hall have 
in his or their Pofleffion any PhcaUnt, Partridge, 
Moor, Heath-Game or Groufe, or Hare, or (hall 
bay, fell, or offer to Sale any fuch ; every foch 
Higler, tjc. or Carrier, (onlefs fuch Game be fenC 
by Pcrfons qualified to kill the Game,) fliall 
upon View«^ or Convifiion by the Oath of one 
or more witnefles before one Juftice of Peace, 
forfeit for every Hare, Pheafant, Partridge, ^c. 
theSum off/, one Half to the Informer, and the 
cHhcr Half to the Poor; to be levied by Diftrefs: 
And for want of Diltrcfs, the Offender to be 
committed to the Houfe of Correfiion for three 
Months. Profecution to be within three Months. 

The Statute of o Anfue^ cap. 2f. makes killing 
IPhaafantj Partridge^ Moor, HMb-Gtme, oc 

Groofti 
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Gr^ufe, in the Night-time^ liable f o the like Pe-~ 
naltieSj fe'r. 

For the Prcfcrvatfon of the Red Utath- 
aod Black Game of Groafe call'd Giim«, ffe- 
Heathcocks, or Heath Polts, ^tStat. rons, &c./ 
4 Sff ilV.^M. cnafts, That bo 
Ferfon (hall burn any Ling, Heath, Furxe, Gorle,, 
or Fern on any Hills,' Heaths, Moors, or other' 
Waftes, between the id of February and the 
24th of ^une^ on Pain of being committed to 
theHoufe of Correfiion not exceeding aMonth^ 
nor under ten Day^, and there to be wbippM, 
and kept at hard Labour. 

By Stat. 19 Hen, 7. €ap. 11. no Perfon (hall 
fake an old Heron out of the Ground of ano- 
ther, (unlefs it be with Hawking or the Long- 
Bow^ on Pain of 6/. 8 ^. nor take a young oti« 
out of the Neft, on Pain of 10/. 

And the Stat. x^Hen.%. €af. 11. enads, That 
if any Perfon (hall take away the E^jgs of Heron, . 
Bittern, or Shovelard, he fluU forfeit for every 
£^g 8^. for every £gg of a Bu(tard i /. 8^. of 4 
Mallard, TmI, or other Wild-Fowl, id. to be 
divided between the King and Profecutor, and 
be imprifonM for one Year. Juftices of Peace to 
hear and determine thefe Offencei , %% in Cafes of 
Trefpafs. 

Trefpafs lies for Pheafants, though Caffs. 
they are FeraNatkra^^ for after Vcr- 
did they (hall be fuppofed to be dead, and then- 1 
Property may be in them ; but when they are 
alive, there cannot be any Property fettled in thefe 
Birds. Ufljer and Bujhell^ Raynu 1 6. 

Trefpafs was brought for entering another 
Man's Warren. The Defendant pleaded, Thisit 
there was a Pheafant on his Land, and his Hawk 
purfoed It into the Piaiotiff 's Ground. Tbif doth 

G 4 not 
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not amount to a fufficient Jufiificatioo ; ffk \i 
this Cafe he can only follow his Hawk, and ott' 
not take the Pheafant. 38 Ed. 3. Poth. 162. 

And agreeable to this is 2 RolZ Air. f6^ 
which fays. That if a Man perinia'his Falcon tc 
fiy at a Pheafant in his owa^and, and (he par- 
fues the Pheafant into tkt Warren of another] 
and there takes hini;,'^et he cannot jnflify tb< 
Entry into the Land 0i another to take the Fal- 
con and Pheafant. 

Of Hunting f/&* Hare, Fox, &C. 

T JNDER the Head of Huntings to pafs b) 

^^ Enconoiums on that noble Extrcifc, I (hall 

begin with the Hanting-Horfe, the ftatelteft oi 

Br'pa^ and the Hounds ufed in the feveral Sorts 

o^ HuQiings; and then I (hall proceed to the 

Sport* 

in the Choice of a Horfe for Hnntfnf^, taki 

care that he be vigorous and full of Mettle, yel 

not fiery: Let his Shape be generally Hrong, 

and well put together, making equal Proportions, 

which denotes Strength; and an unequal Shape 

(fuch as a large Head and a fmall Neck, a big 

Body and a thin Buttock, a large Limb to a little 

Foot, ^r.) are certain Signs of Weaknefs^^ 

Chufe your Horfe of a large and lean Head, 

wide Nodrils^ open Chauld, a large Weafand, 

and the Wind- Pipe flraigbt ; one that gallops vip< 

on his Haunches, and grates but lightly on the 

Ground with his Feet, not raKing his Forefeet 

too high ; carrying his Head lofty, without reftitig 

too much on the Snaffle \ and if be gives a ijirte 

Snoct 
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Snort with hit Nodrils every Stroke he makeij. 
b i$t, fare Token of a found Wind. 

In the ordering of yonr Honter, while he it at 
Reft let him have all the Qaictnefs that is poC> 
fible; let him have a fofficient Quintity of Mear^ 
Plenty of Litter,^ and a great deal of Dreffing^ 
Water always neaV him, and let him il<rep at hia 
Pleafure. Obferve to keep his Body open, rather 
foft than hard, and that the Dong be well co» 
lourM and bright^ for Dung of a dark Colour 
Ihews Greafe, and Rednefs denotes inward HcalJ 
After hisufojil and nepeflaryScowrlngs^ givehina 
moderate Exercife, and Mafhes of Sweet Milt^ 
or let Bread made of elean Beans« or Beans and 
Wheat mii*d together^ be his beft Food, ani 
Beans and Oats beftow'd on bim as a commoia 
Feeding. 

Some Gentlemen nkver take up their If anting 
Horfes to che Stable during the Seafon, but hunt 
their Horfes upon a Grafs- Feed, giving them aa 
many Oats as they will well eat when they ufia 
them. And this Method is approv'd, where 
Horfes are fubjeS to Greafc or a Defluiion of 
Humours ; for if there be any molten Greafii 
in your Horfe, violent Hunting wHl difturb it^ 
and his going to Grafs purge it off. And I have 
heard of fome Gentlemen that have rid their 
Horfes a Buck hunting three Days in the Week^ 
by this Management^ during the whole Buck- 
ieafon, without any Injury to their Horfes, but 
father Benefit : But Care muA be takeato tura 
the Horfe lo Grafs perfefily cool. 
Hounds purfoe their Game by the 
Scent ; and fo eager are they in their Homdu 
Sport, that they'll chufe to fwim Ri- 
«0€i rather than not overtake their Prey^ 

Cj Thi 
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1 he bed Hoands for the Hare are the While 
Hoands, which areeftecm'd the qoickeft fcentedy 
and foreft nos'd. The Red Honnds for the Hart, 
and the Black ones for the Boar ; bat the Black 
HoDDd i» che hardieft and bed able to endare the 
Cold. And for the Shape of your Honnd, chafe 
fach as haveflat Nofes, fmall Heads, having all thor 
Lqn of eqaal Length, the Bread not deeper than 
che Belly, and their Backs plain to the Tail \ their 
Eyes (Quick, Ears hanging long, Haunches large, 
and Thighs well trafsM; their Legs big, and Feet 
hard; their Tails ninable, and the Beak of the 
Mofe always to the Earth : And thofe which are 
mod filenL and bark lead, are to be preferr'd* 

Thofe Hoonds which are good, when they hare 
fband the Hare, mdre Show thereof to the tiantl^ 
man by running more fpecdily, and with Gednre 
of Head, Eyes, Ears, and Tail, winding to the 
Form or Hare's Mufe : They never ghre over 
ProfecQtion, at the fame Time making an bar- 
monioos Noife. Some Dogs will dand dill when 
they have foand the Game; others go forward 
without any Voice, or other Show of Ear or 
Tail ; others again will wander up and down, 
barking at the Marks, and confound their own 
Foot-deps with the Bead's, ^c. But thefe are 
ill Dogs, and not to be entertained by the in- 
genious Sportfman. 

In the Wed-Country, Chejblre^ LMnfa/bin^ and 
other Woodland and Mountainous Countries ^ 
you find a Breed of flow Hounds , which are 
large Dogs, tall and heavy. In IVorceJherJbire^ 
Bedfordpire^ and many well mii*d Soils, where 
the Champaign and Covert are equal, a middle* 
fii'd Dog, of a more nimble Compofure, is pro* 
duc'd. And in the North, as Tfkjhire^ Cumber^ 
iand^ ^unbHmhirlimd^ and many Champaign 

Countries^ 
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Countries, are bred the light, fwifc, flender, and 
nimble-footed Hoand. But the little Beagle, by 
fome caird the Blaze Hound, is moft commonly 
llfed in England. 

There are ilveral Sorts of Harriers: Some for 
the Hare, fome for the Fox ; <>thersfor theWoIf, 
the Hart, the Buck, the Badgi^r, and others for 
the Pole Cat, the Wcafle, the Coney, ^c. And 
the Terrier huntt th both the Fox and the Badger : 
But thofe Dogs only are valuable which flick to 
one Sort of Game onlyr The Hound called 
Racbe and Sluth-Hound in Scotland^ are two 
Hunting-Dogs to be met with in no Part of the 
World but in Great Britain. 

Thefe Hounds do not only chafe their Game 

while it liveth, bat being dead by any Gafualty, 

they alfo haveRecourfe to thePlace where it lies : 

But when the Hare makes frequent Leapings and 

Headmgs^ ^c. whereby there is great Difficulty 

for the Dog to retaki the Scent, it is then requi- 

fite to help the Hound with Voice, Eye, and 

Hand ; and in Frody Weather to allow a feafona- 

bleTime, for then the Scent freezes with the fiartb, 

fo that there is no Certainty of Hunting *till it 

thaws. And if it happens to rain after the Hare 

. iS'lftartett; it is heft to ceafe Hunting 'till the Wa« 

c.iPel ji ft little. dritd up; for the Moiftnre difperftg. 

: tfte' Scent «f^thc Hare ; but the dry Weather colti^ 

leSeth it .again* .. . /. '^"^ 

Hounds muft; be .tied np 'tiU Ibey hunt; yet ti» 
fls they be let loofe a little tiaw 4Pd then to eafe - 
their Bellies. And if :ypur Houilds «re young» 
you are firft to teach them your Hdilow, and the 
Sound (»f your Horn, which (hould never be 
blown but when there is good Caufe for it. 
And, when they are about eighteen Months old, ' 
7oii:9i» to lead tkem into the Fields once a 

Week, 
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Week, and no oftner, and they will eafily leam 
their Bafinefs. Bat it is a good Way to teach 

Jour Hounds by taking a live Hare, and trailing 
er after yon opoD the Earth, fometimes one Way, 
and then another, and fo continuing to do fome 
time, at lafi hide it in the Earth. Then fet fortli 
jour Hound near the Trail, who, taking Wind, 
will run to and fro until he find which Way the 
Hare is gone, but with a gentle Pace until he comet 
near the lodgM Hare, when he mends his Pace, and 
moves on more nimbly, WW he comes to his Prey^ 
mnd then he leaps on it, and kills it : Andthereupoo 
he k to be fufficiently encouraged* 

The beft Time to commence yo«r 
H4ff-HlMiN Hare-HunriiH^ is abont the Middle of 
^* Septembery aiid to end it about the 

Clofe of February^ If y4>u continue 
yourDiverfion beyond that Time, you'll defiroy 
the early Brood of Leverets : And the Sport fmaa 
ought to rife very early,, or clfe he*ll be depriv*d 
ef the Scent, on which his whole Pleafuredtpendn 
iys fbon as the Hare is darted, you are to ftq^ 
fnt6 the Place you faw her pafs, and hollow hi 
the Hounds *liil they have hll eiuer'd on theScem^ 
and are on it with full Cry. Then found the' 
Horn^ following ft fdy, and- moking as little 
Noife'as may be; for at fird Hounds are a^tco 
€ver-(hoot the Chace through too rr.ach Heai^: 
Bui when they have run about the Space of aa 
Hf)ttr, and you find your Httunds are well ia 
with ir, yoa mny then come nearer with them^ 
their Heat being by that Time cool!d, and they'll 
knot more fnbcrly,. 

You are particularly tomark theftrftDousrrtg^ 
wKkh is to be yourDiredion for the whciK* I'.y^ 
ail (he Douhlings fhe m^kes after being like ir^ 
(whQ£Cifi a Female Hare will ulie jnofc Croffiiiirs 

and 
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and Dooblings than a Male, and Teldom make 
out end-ways as the Male frequently does;) and 
mocording to her Windings, and the Sitaation yoa 
hunt in^ you are to make your Compafs greater 
or lelTer, always obferving to make Choice dP 
the moiheft and mod commodious Place to fii 
the Scent of the Hounds. 

If it be Rainy Weather, the Hare will hoM 
the Highways more than at any other Time : And 
if (becomes to the Side of a young Grove, (he will 
fcarcely enter, but fquat down by the Side of it 
until the Hounds have over-(hot her ; when (he 
will return the (ame Way (he came to the Place 
from whence (he was flarted^ and will avoid the 
Covert by reafon of the Wet and Dew that hangs 
upon the Boughs. And for the fecuring of the 
Hare in this Qife, you need only (lop a hundred 
Paces before you come to the Wood fide, and y ouMl 
foon perceive whether (he returns : And if (he do^ 
immediately callback and hollow in your Hounds* 

Some Hares are fo very fubttle, that after they 

have been hunted fome Hours,, they'll ftart a freb 

Hare, and fquat in the fame Form, whereby the 

fire(h Hare has been purfued by the Hounds: 

Others, after they are long hunted, will get upon 

Quick-fet Hedges, and run a good Way on the 

Top thereof: then betake themfelves to Fnrze- 

Buihes, leaping ftt^mone to another, fa that the 

Dogs are bilk'd : Others will climb Walls. And 

1 have heard of Come Hires that, as foon as they 

have heard the Noife c>f the Hjrn, though at a 

Diftance, would quit their Forms, fod repitr to 

fome Pool, and re(l themfelves there upon fome 

Rulhes in the Midft thereof, (hiic fach as keep 

nrar the Waters nre generally foul and meafled.) 

Svime H res will take Ground, like Coneys; and 

oihcrs will cuater a Flock of S^cp> and there 

. ,. bide 
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hide themfclves: Soch are ihcir various Ways ef 
Prefervacion. 

If a Hare makes her Form cither upon cbe 
Korth or SoQ.'h Wind^ (he will not willingly rim 
into the Wind, but run upon alide or down the 
Wind. And a Hare hath greater Scent, and vk 
more eagerly hunttd by the Hounds, when (he 
feeds upon green Corn^ than at any other Time 
of the Year ; as the great Wood-Hares, and fudi 
fls are foul and meuflcd, have naturally a Itro^ger 
Scent than others. 

If you have a Pack of young Hounds to enter, 
chufe the Seafon that is moil temperate, in Sef^ 
temhtr and Odober\ this being likewife a good 
Time to find young Hares that have never beea 
hunted which are ignorant of the politick Crof- 
iings, Doublings, ^c. and do fquat, and .fiart 
again oftentimes, whereby the Hounds are very 
much encouraged. When the Hounds are ftt 
on, and afterwards they are at a Default in the 
Highway, let Che Huntfman hunt on 'till he find 
where the Hare has broke from thence, or htfs 
found fonie Dale, or frefh Place, where the Hounds 
may recover a fre(h Scent, ;nfpefiing the Ground 
narrowly as he goes. You are to avoid huntii^ 
with young Hounds in hard frofty Weather ; fdc 
that win not only founder their Feet, ^ but alfo 
make them lofe their Claws; and yet a Hare 
runs better in a fevere Seafon than at any other 
Time. 

The younger Hares, by reafon of their weak 
' Members, tread heavier on the Earth than the 
old ones, and therefore leave the greater Scent 
behind them. But there are Places wherein • 
Hound can find no Scent ; and that is in fat 
and rotten Ground, ^hich fticketh to the Foot 
of the Hare, and ihe carries the Scent with her. 

And 
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And there are certain Months in the Tear where- 
in a Hoand can find no Scent ,- and that is in the 
Spring-time, when the Flowers are in Bloom^ t^ 
f eafon of their fragrant Smell. 

When a Hare goes to her Form, fhe common- 
ly takes the Highways, doubling, crofling, and 
leaping as nimbly as ihe can ; in Which Places the 
Hoands can have no Scene in a dry Seafon, by 
reafon of the Daft. They'll fquat by the Sides 
of the Highways; and cherefore it is prudent to 
let the Huntrman beat chem rery well. And a 
Hare leaveth better Scent when (he goeih to Re- 
lief, than when (he goeth towards her Form, by 
reafon ihe concheth her Body low upon the 
"Carth, paffing ofccn over one Piece of Ground 
CO find out the bed Feed. 

According to the Seafon, and Nature of the 
Place where the Hare is accuftomed to (it, there 
beat with your Hounds, and (lart her. And here- 
in you are to obferve, that if it be in the Spring- 
time, or SunHner, a Hare wiU not then fit in the 
Bu(he8j by reafon of Diftnrbaoce by Snakes, Pif- 
mires, i:^€. But in the Winter they love to fit 
in Tufts of Thorns and Brambles, cfpecially when 
the Wind is northerly or foutherly : And in this 
Seafon they delight in being near Towns and. 
Villages. 

Your young Hounds being two Years old, and 
upwards, you may exercife them thrice a Weelr^^ 
and they will be the better for fo often hutiting, 
provided you feed them well, and you are to keep 
them out the greatcft Part of the Day, to try their 
Courage, and enure them to Labour. 

Moft People think it advifable to hunt Hounds 

both early in the Morning and in the Evening : 

The hunting them by Break of Day encourages 

Iktm lo ofe thck Notes \ and the keeping them 

1 . ibmetioies 
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fomdimcs *€!11 tho Afiernooo, or'cill DetrNtghr, 
mo?€S them to Boldnefs and Courage: Thoog^ 
fomePerfoof) who ufe their Hounds to all Kindt 
of HontiDg* do not oblige them to hunt ia a 
Morniog very early, by reafou of the Dews; 
and they avoid Hantiug id the Heat of the Day, 
by reafoQ the Hounds will then foon give ova 
their Chace. 

Hares live not above feven Yean at mo(^ 
erpecially the Bock. They go to buck common- 
ly in Jamuary^ Fthruary^ and March^ and fomc* 
times all the warm Months; the Doe-Hires &e» 

Sueotly feeking the Bocks feven or eight Milea 
iftant from the Place where they ufnally fit, fol* 
lowing the Highways, C^r. And there are four 
Sorts of Hares: Some live in the Mountaint, 
fome in the Fields, fome in the Marfhes, and 
fome everywhere , without any certain Place of 
Abode. They of the Mountains arc mofi nimble ; 
and when they are hunted in the Plains^ they will 
through Subtilcy dally with the Huntfnaan 'till 
they (eem to be almoft taken, and then on a 
fudden rake the neareft Way to the inacceffible 
Parts of the Hills. The Hares of the Fields are 
lefs nimble; and they of thcMarOies, and which 
frequent Buflics are mod flow : But the wander- 
ing Hares are tfie mod dangerous to purfue. A 
Buck-Hare's Hinder-parts are more white tha» 
the Doe's. 

Fox Hunting is a Diverfion fit^ 
'^ox-Huntmi. tiog theGreateil of Quality; for the 

ftrong Scent of this Bead incites the 
Dogs to an excellent Cry: But as the Sccat ie 
hcttcft at hand, fo it fooncddies. 

Ttie beft Scafon of Hunting the Fox is in the 
Months of January^ February^ and March ; foe 

then you will beft fee your Hounds perform theia 
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Doty, tnd with Facility find his Earthing. And 
the Hounds hant the Fox beft in Cold Weather, 
by reafon of the (Irong Scent he leaves behind 
hjm. 

The Fox is taken cither with Hounds, Grey- 
hounds, Terriers, £5'^. And of Terriers there 
are two Sorts: The one is crooked-legg*d, and 
ihorc- hair'd ; and thefe will take Earth, and lye 
very long for either Fox or Badger. The other 
Sort \% (bagged, and (lraight*legg'd ; and thele 
will not only hunt above Ground, as other Hounds^ 
but alfo enter the Earth with more Courage than 
the former; but cannot continue there long, by 
reafon of their great Eagernefsin purfuit of theirs 
Sport. 

When you purpofe to go a Fox-huntinp, it it 
a very good Method to ftop up the Enrths 
over-night, about Midnight, when the Fox is 
abroad to ftefc his Prey. You may ftop the Holes 
clofe with Blackthorns and Earth togeiher, or two 
white Sticks laid a-crofs over the Holes, moy be 
JTufficienr, for he will imagine it is fome Trap laid 
to enfnare h/m*. 

Being in the Field whh your Dog% you mtift 
draw with your Hounds near Groves, Thickets, . 
and Buihes in the Neighbourhood of Villages; 
the Fox delighting to lurk in fuch PlACes where 
there's Plenty of Prey, which is to be met with 
among the Ponltry, young Geefe, Pigs, ^c. in 
the Faimer's Backfide. At firft only cad off your 
Finders, and as the Drag improves, you are to 
add more, prudentiaily as they may be trufted ; 
let fuch as you cad off in the Beginning be 
fianch Hounds, that may be depended upon: 
_ And if you hear fuch a Hound call merrily, yon 
4fS3iMy vie^ture to caft off fome others to him : And 
when iboft ran it on fall Cry, caft off the Remain- 
dec 
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der of your Dogs, and encourage them as you do 
Che Hounds for the Hare : But avoid cafting off too 
many Hounds at once, becanfe Woods andCoverts 
have commonly feveral Chafes, aiKi fo yoo may 
engage your Dogs in too many atonel*ime, and 
make a Confufion to the Lofs of your Sporr. \ 

Your Hounds being thus in purfuit of the Fox, 
he will not generally fly far before them, fo that yea 
may have a very good Profped of the Sport ; and 
he trufts not fo much to his Legs or Strength as to 
firong Coverts. And when he is no longer able 
to ftand op before the Hounds, he will then cake 
Earthy if he can. 

The Hounds fiiould be permitted ta kill the 
Fox themfelves, and to worry and tear him at 
their Pleafure : And whetl he is dead, hang him 
at the Head of a long StaflF, and hollow in all 
your Dogs to bay him; but 'tis not a good Me- 
thod to reward them with any Part of the Fox«. 

In cafe the Fox fo far efcapes as to cake Eanb, 
you are to get the Affiftance of fome Coadtry: I 
men, equipM with Spades, Shovels, Pickaxes> Csfr. ' 
CO 6\^ him out; if the Earth be not too great; 
and the Huntfman is tr^ be provided with a Cou- 
ple of the crooked-leggM Terriers to put ioto the 
Earth after him ; and as foon as the Terriers find 
him, they bay or bark, and that Way as the Noife 
is heard, you dig to him. The Fox on Sight of 
Che Terriers, if chey bark hard, and lye neariiiin, 
will many Times bolt out immediately ; but if 
Che Bitch hath young Cubs, ihe will fooner die 
Chan flir. And aB'tch-Fox is very hard to be ta- 
ken when (he is with Cub ; for then (he will COD- 
ft^ntly lye near her Barrow, and whip in upOa 
Che leaft Noife. 

When a good Terrier doth once bind the Fox, 
he then yearns, uA defends himfelf with a great 

. deal I 
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deal of Bravery, but not fo ftrenaoufly as the 
Badger, nor is his Biting fo pernicious. And the 
Bitch-Fox, though, when (he goes a ch'ckiting, 
and feeks a Dog, (he cries with a difmal Tone^ 
refembling the Howling of a Mad -Dog, and 
repeats it when (he mifTcs any of her Cubs; yet 
when (he's killing (he makes not any Cry at all, 
but to the laft Gafp defends her felf with the ut-; 

,. mod Courage. 

The Fox chufes to make his Earth in Ground 
not eaiily to be penetrated ; fuch as Qay, Stoney 
Ground, or amongft the Roots of Trees, where 
you cannot dig for them, for they apply their great* 
eft Cunning in Self-prefer vation. Their Earths have 
commonly but one Hole; but that is of a confi- 
derable Lengtk before you come at their Couches : 
And they fometimes craftily poflefs themfclves of 
old Burrows belonging to Badgers, which have 
Variety of Rooms, Holes, and Angles; and they 
effedlttally drive theBadger from his Habitatiott t^ 

> Uyipg their Dung at thelEmrance of the Burrow. 
Your Terriers are to be entered when they are 
about a Year old; for after that Time there'^ll be 

. a great deal of Difficulty in bringing them to take 

. Efurth. And the Method of entring them is this : 
•When Foxes and Badgers have young Cubs, then 
take your old Terriers, and enter them in the 

• Ground ; and when they begin to bay, you are to 

. bold every one of your young Terriers at the fe* 
▼eral Holes in the Earth,, that they may liften and 
hear the old ones bay. When the old Fox is t^- 
ken, and that nothing remains within but the 

< young Cubs, then couple up all your old Terriers, 
and put in the young Terriers in their (lead, en- 
couraging them with Words, as, Tohim^ Tehim^ 

: or the like. And; if they take any young Cub 
rwitbiQ the Ground , let them alone to do what 
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they pleafe with htm : Bat forget not to gtVe tbe 
eld Terriers their Reward, (bewiog them thcHeadi 
and Skins to encourage them. 

Or you may enter your young Fox-Dogs, by 
taking an old Fox, and making an Earth in your 
own Grounds, wherein the Fox is to be put, aiid 
afterwards put in your Terriers, both young*and 
old; and when they have fufficiently bayed, dig 
the Fox, and kill him before them, or let a Grey- 
hound kill it in their Sfghr, and reward them. 
But you ought, before you give them their Re- 
ward, to wa(h them with warm Water, to clear 
their Skins, which otherwife will be apt to be 
mangy. 

If a Terrier be rubbed with Brimftone, or wttfc 
Oil of Cade, and afterwards put into an Earth 
which either a Fox or a Badger ufes, they wiU 
leave that Earth for a confiderableTime. 

\t a Fox be courfed with Greyhounds on' a 
Plain, his lafl Refuse is to pifs upon his Tail, 
and flap It in their Faces as they advance near hiiii| 
to make them pve over -the Ptirfuir. 

Phe Baiting of Badgers being a 

Badger^ Sport much us'd by Country Gen- 

Hmtingf. tlemen in fome Parts of Engiamd^ I 

fliall here take a (hort View of HaQ^ 

ing this Beaft. 

And herein I (hall take notice, That yoo are 
fird to make a Search after the Earths and Bar- 
rows where the Badger lies ; which being done, 
you are to go in a Moonlhiny Night , and ftop 
all the Holes but one or two, and therdn place 
fome Sacks faftned with Drawing-ftrings, which 
may enclofe him as foon as he ftraineth the Bag. 
The Sacks or Bags being thus fet, caft off yoir 
Hounds, and beat all the Grovi^- Hedges, and 
Tttfts for a Mile or two in Circoit thereabont; 

and 



Ti?e Comfleat Sportjman. 4f 

mud thofe Badgers which are abroad befog alarm'd 
b^ the Dogs^ will immediately repair to their 
Earths or Burrows, and fo be taken in yova- 
Sacks. 

Bat if the Honnds either enconnter him, or 
enter on the Chace before he can get to his Earth, 
he; will then (land at Bay like a Boar, and make 
incomparable Sport. And in this Hantinj^, the 
Perfon that watches the Sacks muU (lano clofc^ 
and iy)on a clear Wind, otherwife the Badger 
will foon find him, and fly fome other Way for 
Safety. 

For this Hunting yon are to have Terriers gar* 
nilhed with Bells hung in Collars, to make the 
Fox or Badgtr bolt the fooner. And when the Bad- 
gers perceive the Terriers begin to yearn, theyMl 
Uop the Hole between the Terriers and them; 
if the Terriers continue baying, they'll remove 
with their Baggage to another Room in the Bar- 
row, and fo will they remove from one to ano- 
ther 'till, they can go no further, barricadoing the 
Way as they go. 

The Badger loves Hog*s Flefli beyond any 
other Feeding ; for take but a Piece of Pork, and 
train it over a Badger's Burrow, if he be within, 
yoa will quickly fee him appear without. Badgers 
are of a very cold Nature, and live long: They 
aris very lleepy, eQ>ecialiy in the Day-time, and 
feldom itir abroad but in the Night; and they 
<iefend themfelves very well i^ainft the Teeth of 
the Dogs, or any Blows on the Body ; but a fmall 
Strokeon theNofe will difpatch them. They are 
to be-dug-in their'Earths as the Fox. 

The Marten, or Martern, is about UMrttn^ 
the Bi^nefs of a Cat, with Head and Hmtmg. 
Taillike a Fox. And this, with the 
Wild^Car, vre frequently hunt here in England. 
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This Bead Icaveth as great a Scent, and maketh' * 
as good a Cry as any that is hunted; and the Scent 
for Sweetnefs, and iter nuble Fur, exceed thofe 
of all other Vermin, TheChafts of them are not 
eaflly foond, nnlefs the Hunriman has aSij^ht of 
them where they prey ; bur if a Hound chance to 
crofs them, he will tunt it as foon as any Chacc 
When Martens can (land before the Dogs no 
longer, they will take to Trees to deceive the ' 
Dogs ; bat if the Hounds will not then gi?e over, 
they ivfli Itap from one Tree to another, and ' 
occafiou a great deal of Sport before thejr are 
kilPd. 

The bed Place for this DIverfion if 
SquhrtI- hi fmall (lender Woods^ fuch as mnj ' 
Utmthg. be (haken by the Hand : For if the 

Squirrels once climb a high Oak, thef * 
are fecure from Men and Dogs. 

The proper Time of hunting this fmall Animal' 
is at the Fall of the Leaf, when many Perfont ' 
are to go together to hunt them, and to carry ' 
Dogs with them. And alfo Bows are reqnifite ' 
to remove them when they reft in the Twifts of 
Trees; for they will not be much terrified wfth 
hollowing except they be firuck now and then. 

They'll leap from Tree to Tree, wherein they " 
Qfe their Tails inftead of Wings, leaping a great ' 
Diftance ; and they will frequently leap from 
the Top of a very high Tree down to the Ground^ 
without receiving the leaft Injury. 

This little BeaA will fave her felf in the Tops ' 
of high Trees as long as her Strength lafteth : 
But at length Ihe'll be driven from the Trees to ' 
the Ground, and creep into Hedges, (a certafn . 
Sign of Wcarincfs,) where the yelping Curs fooa. ! 
fcize W« ... , 

9 

• f 
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Aq Otter is a kind of Beaver, aiiam- 

ihibiotts Creatare, living both on the Ottvr 
j«nd and in the Water, and preying on Utnumg^ 
Fift, Herbs, Frogs, i:fc. 

She commonly fixes aader the Root of fome 
Tree, near Rivers, Brooks, Fifli-Ponds, £5^^. and 
fometimes (he will lye in a hollow Tree, four 
or five Foot above Grpand. She is of a timo" 
reus Nature, and therefore will not continue 
long in a Place : Se*|l ihift a Mik or two up and 
down the River. 

Thefe Otters are to be hunted by fpecial Dogf, 
fuch as are called Otcer-Hounds, and alfo with Ot- 
ter Spears, to (Irike them in the Water. When thef 
find chemfelves wounded with the Spear» they'll 
come to Land, and fighrijieDogs fnrioufly ; but 
'till they are wounded they will not forlake the 
Water. 

In hunting of the Otter there muft be fome 
Prions on one Side of the River, and fome on. 
the other, to beat the Banks with your Dogs. 
When the Hounds have found an Otter, hollow 
the Hounds, and lodge him as a Deer ; and if 
you find not the Otter quickly, you may ihea 
conclude that he is gone to couch fomewhere 
further off from the River. 

The King may not, without AGt £^^, ^^ 
of Parliament, reftrain any Man fiom iathtgu 
the Ufe of lawful Recreations, as Hunting 
Hunting, Hawking, 6V. Nor may &c. 
he by his Prerogative punifii the 
Ezercife of it. 23 Co.w. Rep. fol. 87, 

By the Statute of 14 C3P if //. 8. cap ^10. it is 
cnafied,That If asyPafon (hall trace, 'kill orde- 
fteoy Hiires in the Snow, he (hall be liable to s 
Peoaky of 6/. 81/. to the King, rf enquired of 
m the.Seffions ; and the JLiord of the Manorp if 
€9qajr€d of in the Leet. \L 
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1. If any Perfon (hall make ufe of Snares, Harew 
' pipes, or other Engines in the Night-time, for the 
taking of Hares, he (hall make inch SatisfaAioa 
as (hall be adjudged fitting by the Jnftices of Peace 
before whom the Party (hall be convided, and 
Ihall pay a Sam of Money not exceeding lo/. 
to the Poor of the Pari(h, or be committed toPri- 
fon not exceeding a Month. &«/. 22. ^ 23 Gar, 1. 
^ap* If. 

By the Statute oS ^^ ilF.^M. if any in* 
ferior Tradefman, Apprentice, #r other diflblute 
Perfon, (hall bunt, hawk, or fowl, (unlefs !q 
Company of theMafter, qualified by Law,) they 
Ihall forfeit for erery Hare, Partridge, ^c. any 
Sum not vnder fx. nor exceeding 20 x. half to 
the Informer, and half co the Poor pf the Parifh 
vhere the Offence is committed, to be levied by 
Diftreff, ^c. And fuch Offenders may be like- 
Wife fued (or Trefpafs for coming upon any Per- 
fon^s Ground; and tne Plaintiff ihall recover hit 
Damages, and full CTofts. 

And by this A61, if a Conflable, fearching by 
Virtue of a Warrant, £nd a Hare in the Hoafe 
of i«ny 4^rfon not qualified, he is to carry him 
before a Juflice of Peace; and if he doth not give 
a good Account how he came by it, or proJace 
the Party of whom he bought it, he is liable co 
the Penalties frfra. 

The Statute of 2 y 3 Anna, enafls, That if 
any Officer or Soldier, without Leave of the Lord 
of the Miinor under Hand and Seal, (hall cake or 
deftroy any Hare, or other Game, Coneys, Pi* 
geons. Poultry, isfc, he (hall, upon Convfdion 
by Oath before a Juftice of Peace, if he be. an 
C)fficer, forfeit the Sum off/, and fo^- every fucb 
Offence conmitced by any Soldier under Coaiw^ 
CDand, the Officer coaimaodiiig in chief (hall paf 
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20 s. or lofe his Commiffion. The Forfeitures 
to be diftributed amongft the Poor of the Pa- 
rifh. 

By Stat, f Anna^ cap. 14. it Is declared, That 
if any Hg;lcr, Carrfer, Innkeeper, Alehoufe* 
keeper, ^c. (hall have in his Cuftody, or buy or 
fell, or offer to Sale, Hare, Pheafant, Partridge, 
fef ^. he (hall forfeit 5 /. for every fuch Hare, ^c. \ 
one Moiecy to the Informer, the other to the 
Poor ; or be committed three Months for th« 
fir(t Offence , and four Months for the fecoad 
Offence. 

If any Hare, ^c. fhall be found in the Shop 
or Pofieffion of any Pcrfon not qualified in his ""/- 
owiTRfght-rcrkill Game, or being entitled there* 
unto by fufficieut Powers from fome Perfon fo 
qualified, the fame (hall be adjudged an Expofiog 
thereof to Sale. Stat, 9 Anna^ cap, 15'. 

And if any Perfon that fhall aeftroy^ fell, or 
buy Hares, S<fr. (hall within three Months make 
Difcovery of any Higler, Alehoufe- keeper, ^c^ 
that hath bought or fold, or offered to buy or 
fell, or that hath in his Poffcfiion, any Hare, ^c. 
fo as to convi£l him, fuch Diicoverer (hall be 
difcharged of the Penalties aforefaid, and receive 
equal Benefit with any other Informer. 

Notwithftanding the Common 
Law allows the Hunting of Foxes, Cafes. 
Badgers, and other ravenous Beafts 
of Prey, in the Ground of another Mao, yet 
Digging to unearth them without Licence, is not 
warrantable by Law. Cro. Jac. 321. Grar/Erand 
Mymf% Cafe. Roll. Abr. 558. 

Thel^roperty of Hares is in them on whole >- > 
Groodd 1^ Hares remain, whilfl they continue 
xhett. ' Sj^d if a Man in Hunting (larts a Hare 
DpQQ -ii{S"a>?m Ground, and porfoes it on the 
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Ground of another, the Hare is ftill his own : I 
if a Man fiarts a Hare upon another Man's Groui 
and hunts and kills ft, he isfabjed to an Afiio 
fhoogh it is fddom brought, the dufe being 
frivolous. ChiU and Gr€tubiW% Cafe. C 
Cmt. f 53. 

CouasiMG of Hares ^ &c. 

COURSING, although it be not fo nob 
an Ezercife as Hunting, yet is it a reputabl 
Diverfion, and affcrds a great deal of Entertaii 
ment to the Gentleman of fmall Fortune, wli 
cannot afford theExpence of a Pack of Hoaods* 
This Sport is purfued with the Greyhound 
which is a Hunting Deg that deferves the firi 
Place, by reafon of his Swiftnefs^ Strength, an 
Sagacity in purfuing his Game ; for fuch is tli 
excellent Nature of this Dog, that he \s not ool* 
quick of Foot to follow, but well fcented tt 
find out, and fierce and ftrong to overcome 
yet file&t, and comioig upon bis Prey uoa 
wares. 

la the Choice of your Greyhound for Coar 
fing, let his Body be long, firoRg, and prett] 
large, hit Head neat and (harp, his Eyes fparkiiog, 
his Mouth long, and Teeth (harp, his Ears fmall 
with thin Griftlcs in them^ his Neck long, aocl 
a little bending, with a loofe and hanging Wca- 
fan, his Bread (Irait, broad and drong, his Fore- legs 
flrait and (hort, his Hinder- legs long and ftfjurj 
his Shoulders broad, bis Ribs round. Buttocks 
flefliy, but not fat^ and let his I all be long, and 
.fall of Ofoug Sinews; and be will tofwer y^or 

Expcaatioo. 
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Expefiation. And thoogh large Greyhonnds are 
generally chofen , I have ezperienc'd that a mid- 
dle-fiz'd, well-linibMGreyhoand will out-do the- 
other. 

When you are determin d to go a Courfing, 
(which yoar Greyhound will well bear three 
Times a Week,) feed yoor Dog in theMorningi 
before yon air him^ with a Toafi and Butter, or 
Oil, and then kennel him 'till he go tohisConrfe; 
for kennelling yoar Dog breeds Luft, Spirit, and 
ASivity, keeps the Pores from fpending 'till Time 
ofNeceffity, and prevents Cafualcies which other* 
wife might fpoil your Sport. 

If you go on Foot, it is ufual to have feveral 
Country Fellows with you^ provided with long 
Poles, to traverfe the Fields, and beat theBufhes, 
Hedges, ^e, as the Seafon of the Year may re- 

?aire, to ftart the Hare. But if yoa are on 
lorfeback fewer Perfous will ferve; for the 
Ground is then more eafily beat, and the Hare 
with more Facility diRurb'd : But a great deal of 
Labour of this Kind may be faved by carrying 
abroad with you a Couple of fmall Hoands or 
Lurchers. 

The Huntfman is to lead the Greyhounds in 
a Slip on his Left-band, if he be on Foot, and 
on his Right-hand, if he be on Morfeback ; and 
to keep them tied 'till they can fee their Courfe : 
Then let them loofe, and hollow them on, gi- 
ving the Hare all juft Advantage, fo that (he may 
flwM long before the Greyhound, and thereby he 
may (hew his utmoft Strength and Skill before he 
reap the Benefit of his Labour. If when the 
Greyhound has taken the Hare, he kills her, fnf* 
fer him not to break it, but take her from him ; 
and having cleans'd his Chaps from the Wool of 
the Hare, then give him the Liver, Lights, and 
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and afterwards take him up in your Leafli again, 
and lead him home, when he is to be put in ihe 
Kennel, and fed half an Hour afterwards. And 
if you reward your Dog with Blood, it will 
greatly animate him, and encourage him to pro- 
fecute his Game. 

. Greyhounds commonly feed on Bones, Grifilei, 
Crufls of Bread, ^c. bm your Dtet-Bread is the 
mo(i excellent Feed, to encreafe their Strength, 
and preferve their Wind. This is made of Oat- 
meal and good Wheat, of the former only half 
the Quantity of the latter, ground together, feat- 
terring in it Liquorilb and Annifeeds well beaten 
together : Then knead it up with Whites of E^gf, 
new Ale and Barm mix d together* and bake it 
in fmall Loaves indifferent nard. This Bread 
ought to be foak'd in Beef-water, or other Broths, 
and to be given the Dog In the Morning about 
Sunrifing, and at Night about Sun-fetting, firft 
giving him an Airing. 

In the Choice of Whelps, it is common to 
pitch upon thofe which weigh lighted ; for they 
will be fooneft up with the Game, and by often 
Turnings fecure it *till the heavier Hounds come 
up to their AiTiftance : But they ought to have 
large Sides, and a broad Midriff*; the Belly (houM 
be fmall, their Legs long, and Hair thin and foft. 
If they are raw-bon*d, lean, loofemade, andun- 
knit in their Members, thefe are the proper Marks 
of true Shape in Whelps ; but if after three or 
four Months they appear round, and as it were 
fall knit, they never prove either good or hand* 
fome when grown up. 

The bed Time to try young Greyhounds is 
when thev iire twelve Months old ; but fome Per- 
fonseoterthtm looner, as theMaleat ten Months 
old^ and the Female at eight, though they ron a 

great 
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great Hazard In draining them ; and a Dog ought 
not CO be permicred to ran a long Courfe WW 
he is eighteen Months old at leaft. To prevent 
the firaining of your young Greyhounds, fecure 
them in your Slip until the Game has been on 
Foot for fome Time, and they can fee their 
Courfe. Arid the bcft Way of entring Grey- 
hounds Tin the Opinion of many Sportfmen) is 
by the Help of old (lanch Hounds. 

In the Breeding of thefe Dogs you are to ob- 
ferv^, that Whelps produced from an indifferent 
Dog upon a good Bitch, excel thofe which are 
bred from a good Dog upon an indifferent Bitch. 
L«et your Dogs and Bitches be as near as you can 
of an equal Age, not exceeding four Years old : 
But to brcei with a young D.>g and an old Bitch 
fometimes produces excellent Whelps. 

The Greyhound-Bitch is more nimble than the 
Greyhound-Dog; but the Dog is the flrongeft,and 
unwearied in his Courfe.v The good Dogs pro- 
dacM in a deep Low-Country^ will always ex- 
cel the good Dogs upon the Plains. 

The Laws of the Leafli or Cour- Law tf 
ling, eftablifhM in the Reign of Cmrpng. 
Queen Elizabeth by the Duke of Nor- 
folk and the chief Gentry oi England^ are as fol- 
lows. 

I. It was ordered, Thtit he who was chofen 
Fewterer or Letter loo fe of the Greyhounds, 
ihonld receive the Greyhounds matched to run to- 

f ether into his Leafh as foon as he came into the 
teld, and follow next to the Hare finder ^ill he 
came unto the Form : And no Horfeman or 
Footman, on Pain of Difgrace, to go before him, 
or on any Side, but diredly behind^ the Space of 
forty Yardsi or thereabouts. 
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2. That not above one Brace of Geyhonnds 
do courfe a Hare at one Time. 

3. That the Hare.finder (hoold give the Hare 
three Sohoes before he pat her ftoni her Lear, 
to make the Greyhounds gaze, and attend bee 
rifing. 

4. Thar the Fewterer (ball give twelve Score 
Law before he loofe the GreyhonndSi except it 
be in danger of lofing Sfght. 

5". That Dog which giveth the firft Turn, if 
after the Turn be given there be neither Coat, 
Slip, nor Wrench extraordinary, (hall be held to 
win the Wager. 

6. If one Dog give the firft Turn, and the 
nthtr bear the Hare, (ben he that bears tbc Hare 
(ball win. 

7. If one Dog give both the firft and the laft 
Turn, and no other Advantage between tbem^ 
the odd Turn ihall win the Wager. 

8. That a Coat (hall be more than twoTumSi 
and a Go-by, or the Bearing of the Hare^ equal 
with two Turns. 

. '%: Ifilieithcr Dog turn the Hare, then he wUtib 
leadiHh laft at the Covert (ball be held to win 
^Ihe Wager. 

iq. If one Dog turn the Hare, ferve himfelf, 
and turn her agfiin, thofe two Turns (hall be as 
much as a Coat. 

II. If all the Courfe be equal, then he which 
bears the Hare ihall win only : And if (he be not 
born, the Courfe mult be adjudged dead. 

i2. He which comes firft in to the Death of 
the Hare, takes her up, and faves her from break- 
ing, (cherifbing the Dogs, and cleanfing their 
Mouths from the Wool and other Filth of the 
Hare,) for fuch Courtefy done (ball in Right 

challenge 
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chaUieoge the Htre: Bot not doing it, he (hall 
have DO Right, Privilege, or Title therein. 

13. If any Dog (hall take a Fall in theCoDr(e, 
and yet perform his Part, he (h^ll challenge the 
Advantage of a Turn more than he giveth; 

14. If one Dog turn the Hare, ferve himfelf, 
and give divers Coats, yet in the End (land (iill 
In the Field, and the other Dog, without Torn 
given, running home to the Covert ; that Dog 
which (tood ftill in the Field (ball be adjudged 
to lofe the Wager. 

1 5*. If any Man (hould ride over a Dog, and 
overthrow him in his Courfe, (chough the Dog 
were the worfe in Opinion,) yet the Party for 
the Offence (hall either pay the Wager, or re- 
ceive theDifgrace of the Field : For between the 
Parties it (hall be adjudged no Courfe. 

16. And Uftly, Thofe which are chofen Judges 
of the Leafh (hall give their Judgments prefently^ 
before they depart the Field ; or elfe he 10 whofe 
Default it lieth (hall pay the Wager, by a general 
Voice and Sentence. 

And he that hath the Office of the Lea(h con- 
ferred on him, bath Power to roidce Lawr ac; 
cording to the Cuftom of the Country. 




Humerus Terms, ^c. 
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Aving now gone through the (everal Bafi- 
ncffes of the Sportfman in taking of all Sorts 
of Game, Shooting, Hunting, Cour(ing, ^c. I 
proceed to the Terms us'd in Hunting/theLaws 
relating to Game- keepers, their Authority and 
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Warrants to empower them, which is the lad 
Head of my Firft Part of this Treatlfe. 

In refpefi to the Hunter's Terms, I fliall begiQ 
with the Noifes of Hounds: When they are firft 
caA off, and find fome Game or Chafe, we fay 
They challenge : if they are too bufy before 
they find the Scent, we fay, They bawl : If they 
be too bufy fiftcr they find good Scent, we fay, 
They BabMe: If they run in end-ways orderly, 
n'.aking it good, and then hold in together mer* 
riiy, we fay, They are in full Cry, When Spa- 
niels open in the String, (or a Greyhound in his 
Courfe,) we fay, They lapfe. Wbtn H< ands 
hang behind, and heat over much upon the Scent 
or Place, we fay, They plod. And when they 
have either earthed a Vermin, or brought a Deer, 
l^€, to turn head againft them, then we fay^ 
They bay. 

Of Greyhounds , two make a Brace ; of 
Hounds, a Couple. Of Greyhounds, three make 
a Lea(h ; and of Hounds, a Couple and a half. 
The Greyhound hath his Collar, and the Hbond 
hath his Couples. We let Hip aGreyhound, and 
caft ofif a Hound. 

We fay, A Kennel of Hounds, and A Pack 
of Beagles. When the Hounds or Beagles take 
frelh Scent, hunting another Chafe until they 
flick and hit again, we fay, They hunt Change. 
When the Hounds or Beagles hunt it by the 
Heel, we fay, They run counter. When the 
Chafe goes ofF,^ and comes on again, traverfing 
the fame Ground, to deceive the Hounds or Bea- 
gles, we fay, They hunt the Foil. 

When Hounds or Beagles, at firft finding the 
Scent of their Game, prefenily open and cry, we 
then fay. They challenge, as is before obferv'd. 
When Hounds or peagles run along without 
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opentogor making any Cry, we fay, They raa 
mute. When Beagles bark and cry at their Prey, 
wc fay, They yearn. When we fet Hounds or 
Beagles in Readinefs, expeding the Chafe to come 
by, and then caftchem off before the red come in, 
we call it a Vauhtlay. When Houndi or Beagles 
find where the Chafe hath been, and make a Prof- 
fer to enter, but return, we fay, There is a 
Blemiih. And when Hounds or Beagles have 
finifliM their Chafe by the Death of the Game» 
and then are fed by the Huntfman, ^c. it is cal-* 
led a Reward. 

Where any Deer bath repos'd or h arbour 'd, we 
call that a Layr. Where we find Deer have late- 
ly pafsM into Thickets, ^r. and then put the 
Hounds or Beagles to it, we call fuch Places 
Entries. When we fet Hounds in Readinefs 
where we expeS the Deer will come by, and then 
cad them o'fip, we account that a Relay. Whea 
Hunt(men endeavour to 6nd a Hart by the Slot, 
i3^c, and then mind his Step to know his Size, 
they then fay, They know him by his Gate. When 
any Deer is hard hunted, and then betakes himfelf 
to fwimmtng in any River, ^s. then we fay. He 
takes SoyL When Deer rub and pa(h their Heads 
iagainft Trees to caufe the Pills of their new Horns 
to come off, They fray. When Deer caft their 
Horns, we lay, They mew. When Hounds run 
at a whole Herd of Deer , we fay, They run 
riof. 

When the Hounds touch the Scent, and draw 
on 'till they rouze or put up the Chafe, we fay. 
They draw on the Slot. When wc beat the Bulhes, 
i^c. after the Fox, we call it Drawing. And 
when the Hounds or Beagles hit the Scent of their 
Chafe contrary, as to hit it up t)ie Wind when 
they (bould hit down, we then fay> They draw 
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amifir. When t Hare runs on rouen Groood^ or 
in Frofty Weather that the Earth (licks to her 
Feet, we (ay, She carricth. When a Hare takes the 
Ground likeaConty, (which is hot feldom,) we 
then fay, She goes to the Vaolr. We fay How 
to a I^er ; and when we ftart a Hare, we fsj, 
There, There, C^r. A Gail ii a Leflbn blown 
on the Horn. 

The Names of Hounds are irery numerous, bat 
the foHowiogare common : Beauty^ Bsmgor^ Bt* 
manyBomty^Bommier^ Captain^ Chautery CbmsUefi^ 
Cefar^ Dtdo^ Driver^ Dancer^ Daphne^ Hmubifs^ 
Fancy, FlipPMwt^ Fsddler^ Galltmt, Htaar^ yim. 
gler, Jewels Joler, Jolly, Jufto, Kilkucky Ltvef/^ 
jLady, Madanty Merryboy^ Mopfie^ MBtlty^ Nsmtf^ 
Pluwidery Pluto^ Rockwood^ XiwiwoQd^ Rover^ 
Ratrter, Ranger % Ruffler, Sounmell ^ Statefy^ 
Thisht, Thunder^ Tattler^ Toucbftene^ Traveller^ 
Trouncer, Truftyy Trier^ Venus, FuIcoh^ Fiolet^ 
Wanton^ Wonder^ IVbifper, Jounker. 

Hunters Terms, when Beads of Chafe are in 
Company, are, A Herd of Harts, and all manner 
of Deer; a Bevy of Roes: a Sounder of Swine; 
a Rout of Wolves; a Richefs of Martens; a 
Brace or Leafe of Backs, Foxes, Hares, ^c. a 
Couple of Rabbits. When Beads lodge, a Hart 
is faid to harbour ; a Buck lodgeth ; a Roe bed- 
deth ; a Hare formeth; a Coney fiiceth, a Fox 
htniieUeth; a Marten treeth; a Badger eartheth; an 
Otter watchetb. When they diflodge, the Hart is 
faid to be unharbourM, theI3ack rout'd, the Hire 
darted, the Coney bolted, the Fox unkcnncird, 
the Msrten treed, the Badger dug, and the Otter 
vented. 

The Terms of Copulation are as follow : A 
Hart or Buck goeth to rut; a Roe goeth to 
touro; aCoar to brim; a Hare and Coney goeth 

to 
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to boclc ; fl Fox goeth to cltckittfng ; mid Otter 
huDteth for his Kind. Their Noife at Rutting- 
time: A Hart bellech, a Bock groaneth, a Roe 
belloweth, a Hare beateth, aForbarketb, a Bad* 
ger (hrickech, and an 0(ter whiueih. 

For the Footing and Treading of Beafts of Ve-* 
tier J and Chafe: A Hart is faid to Hot : Of cho 
Buck and Fallow- Deer a View ; if it be fcarce 
vifible, then it is oaird Foiling: Of a Fox, the 
Print : Of the Hare, diverfij ; for when (he is in 
the open Field, (he foretb ; when (be beats on the 
Highway, (he pricketh ,• and in the Snow, it ia 
caird Tracing: Of an Otter, theMarks: OfVer^ 
mine, like the Fox, the Footing. 

Terms of the Tail are,* Of a Hart, Back, or 
other Deer, the Single; of a Boar, the Wreath ; 
of a Fox, the Broih or Drag, and the Tip at the 
End is caJled the Chape i of a Hare and Coneys 
the Scat ; of the Wolf, the Stern. 

We fay, The Deer is broken up; The Fox 
and Hare is cafed; A Litter of Cobs; A NeSof 
Rabbits; A Sqoirrer$ Dray, £5"^. 




Laws relating ^^Game-keeperSi with 
the New Game Aft* 

"D Y the Statute of 11 £s? 23 Car. 2. Lords of 
-^ Manors are empowerM to anthoriie one or 
moreGame-keepera, who may feize Dogs, Guns, 
Nets, i:fc. for the taking of Game, for the Ufe 
of fach Lords. Bat then thefe Lords of Manors 
aje not to be under the Degree of an Efquire. 

The 
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The Statute of ^Ann<ie^ cap,i^. eaads^ That 
any Lord or Lady of a Manor or Lordfliip ouy, 
by Writing under his or her Hand and Seal, im- 
power his or her Game-keeper, within their re- 
fpefiive Manors, to kill Hare, Pheafant, Par* 
tridge, ^c. Bat if the faid Game-keeper (haU, 
under Colour of the faid Power, kill, and after- 
wards fMtk)r difpofe thereof to any Perfon what- 
foever, without the Coufent of the Lord or Lady 
of fuch Manor, and thereof (hall be convified, 
upon the Oath of one or more credible WitnefleS) 
before one Juftice, he (hall be committed to the 
Houfe of Corredion for three Months, and there 
be kept to hard Labour. 

By the Statute of 9 j4ifffay cap. ir. the Ad of 
the Fifth Year of Her Majc(iy'$ Reign, for the 
better Prefervation of the Game, is made perpe- 
lual. And by this A& no Lord or Lady of a 
Manor (hall make, conQitute, or appoint, above 
one Perfon to be Game-keeper at any one Time, 
vvithin any one Manor, with Power to kill or 
defiroy the Game thereof: And the Name of 
fuch Perfon, fo authorized to kill the Game, is 
to be be entered with the Clerk of the Peace of 
the County, Riding, or Divifion, wherein fuch 
Manor lies. Such Entry to be mad;: wirhont Fee,* 
and a Certificate thereof to be granted upon Pay- 
ment of one Shilling. 

And if any other Game- keeper, not otherwifc 
qualified to kill Game, (hall prefume to kill any 
Hare, Pheafant, Partridge, Moor, Heath- Game, 
or Groufe; or if any Gamekeeper, or other Per- 
fon whatfoever, not qualified in his own Right 
to kill Game, (hall fell, or expofe to Sale, any 
Hare, Pheafant, Partridge, Moor, Heath-Game, 
or Groufe, he (hall for every Offence incur fuch 
Forfeitures^ ^c. as are inflicted by the Staf. 
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S jinntff upon Higlcrs, Carriers, isf^. for buying 
or, felling of Game, viz. the Sum of 5 /. for eve- 
ry Hare, PheaCuit, ^r. one Half to the Infor- 
mer, and the other Half to the Poor* 
. By the Statute of 3^ ^re?. reciting the NemGami'i 
Ads of the Fifth and Ninth of j^nne^ AB. 
and feveral Inconveniencies arifiog 
from deputing Farmers, Tenants, and Occupiers 
of Lands Game-keepers, ^c. it is enabled, That 
no Lord or Lady of a Manor (hall appoint any Per- 
fons to be Game-keepers,with Power and Authori- 
ty to takeand kill Hare, Pheafant, Pas tridge, or any 
other Game, butfuch as are qualified by the Laws 
of this Realm to kill Game, or a» fhall be truly 
and properly Servants to the faid Lord or Lady, 
or be immediately employed by them to kill the 
Game for the fole Ufe and Benefit of the faid 
Lord or Lady. 

And by this A3 no Lord or Lady of a Ma- 
nor fljall authorize any Perfon, not being quali* 
fied by Law, to take or kill any Hare, Phea- 
fant, ^c. or to keep or ufe any Greyhound, Set* 
ting-Dog, Guns, Nets^ or other Engines, to de* 
firoy Game. And if any Perfon, not beftg le- 
gally qualified, or not being a Servant, i^c. to 
any Lord of the Manor, as afbrefaid, ihall, un- 
der Pretence of any Deputation to him granted 
by any Lord of a Manor, take or kill any Hare, 
JPheafant, l^c, or keep or ufe any Greyhounds, 
Guns, Nets, fcfr. to dedroy the Game, he ihall 
incur fuch Forfeitures and Penalties as are ap» 
pointed by the Ad of y C9' 9 Anna. 
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^ Warrant to depute aVerJbn 
Game^keeper of a Manors &c, 

TO all People to whom thefe Preftms fluril 
come, I A. B. of, isfc. Lord of the Meoor 
of, (s^€m have nominated, authorized, and ap- 
pointed^ and by thefe Prefenta do nominate, an* 
thorixe, and appoint, C. D. of, ijfc. to be my 
Game-keeper of and within my fatd Manor of, 
{ffr. aforeiflid, with foil Power and Aothority, 
according to the Diredion of the Statutes or Ada 
of Parliatnent in that Cafe made, to kill all maix* 
ner of Game for my Ufe ; and to feize from 
Time to Time all fach Gans, Greyhounds, Set- 
ting-Dogf, ijfc. Ferrets, Trammels, Hayes, or 
other Nets, Stiares, or Engines, for the taking, 
killing, or deftroying of Hares, Coneys, Phea* 
fants. Partridges, or other Game, as within the 
faid Manor of, ^c. and the PrecinSs thereof, 
ftall be kept or ufed by anyPerfon or Perfons 
whatfbever, not legally qualified to do the fame* 
And farther, to ad and do all and every Thing 
and Things which belongeth to the Office of a 
Game* keeper, purfuantto the Ads of Parliament, 
during my free Will and Pleafure. Provided aN 
ways, That the faid CD. before hecommencea 
his Office, do enter, or caufe to be entered, hi$ 
Name and the Poport of this Warrant with the 
Clerk of the Peace of the County of, ^c. aforc- 
faid, according to a late Statute. Givetf under 
my Hand and Seal this Day, is^c. 
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^jf Licence to aTerfin to hunt^ 
&c. within a Manor ^ amd tofiixie 
GunSf NetSy &c. of unqualified 
Terjbns. 

TO all, ^C' I T. Lord A. Baron of, (^c. have 
given and granted, and by chefe Prefencs do 
give and grant onto C.D. of, i:fc. Gent, full 
Power, Licence^ and Authority to Hnnt, Courfe. 
Fifli, and Fowl, from Time to Time, and at all 
Time^ hereafter , at the Will and Plcafure of 
him the faid C D, in, upon, and within my Ma- 
nors of, fefc. in the County of, {ffr. and every of 
them, and in. and upon all and Angular the Landy. 
Grounds, Woods, and Rivers, within all and 
every the Boundaries, Limits, and Circuits of 
Che faid Manors, and every of them, in as full 
ailid ample Manner as I my felf may or can do^ 
i^ithoui any Manner of Hinderance, Denial, Mo- 
le(lation» or Interruption of me the faid T. Lord 
ji. or of any Perfon or PerfoiM claiming, or 
which hereafter (hall or may claim any Right or 
Title from, by, or under me. And further, I, 
the faid T. Lord A, do hereby authorize and 
empower the faid C. JD; from. Time to Time , 
and at all Times hereafter, to fetie, detain, and 
keep to his oWnuXe, or otherwife deftroy, all 
Guns, D)gs, Hays, Tunnels, Nets, Snares, 
Fifhing Nets, Angles-, or other Inftruments or 
Engines, fv)r Deftruflion of Hares, Pheafants, 
Partridge, Fowl, Filh, (ffc. which (hall be 
kept a^d nfed within my Aid Manors, and the 
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XApits thereof, by any Perfon or Perfons not 
qualified by Law,, wiihout Licence firft had and 
obtained from him the faid C. D. for the doing 
thereof, whom I do hereby empower to make one 
or more Deputy or Deputies under him, at his Plea- 
fnre. for the Prefervation *of the Game within 
my Manors of, C<fr» aforefaid. InWitnefs, ^c. 




A Short Licence to a Gentleman to 
Huntf Hawkf Fijh^ and Fowlj &c. 

TO all People, ^c. I A. B. of, faf^. Lord of 
,^ the Manor of, (^c. do hereby authorise and 
allow C. D. of, ^c. Gent, and give him full 
Power and Authority to Hunt, Hawk, Fifh^ 
and Fowl within my faid Manor of, ^c. and 
the Demefns thereof, and Placet thereto be- 
longing : And alfo, from Time to Time, to 
feize and take the Gnns^ Dogs, Nets, and other 
Engines and Inflrnments, kept and ufed by aay 
Perfons within the faid Manor not legally qua- 
lified to do the fame, during my Will and Plea- 
fure. In Witnefi, &P^. 
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PART II. 



Of the beft Situations and Methods of 
Ere^iing and Man/Cement of Parks, 
ffarrens,&c. OfHnnt'tngtheBuck% 
IDoe, Sec. And a concife Abridge- 
ment of the Forest-Laws, ana of 
ail the Laws and Statutes relating 
to 'Deer methodically interj^ers'd : 
With 'Precedents of Warrants for 
2>«r, &c. 

! PARK ill Piece of Groondenclo- 
\ fed, and llot'd with Wild BeaRs for 
"k Cfiife, It U privileged by liicKing's 
I Grant, or bj Prefcilptiun ; and dif- 
i fen very little froni « Chafe, beini; 
in its NalDre bcincen that and 
a Foreil: Bat a Forefl ii open, and a grcaiec 
Qaantit]' of Gronnd; aad tbii iicocloi'd, and a 
IclTer Qauiliir- 

The 
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The fir ft ILoman that eDcIosM Wild Beaftt hi 
Parks was Fulvius Herphus; and Fkrro had the 
firft Warren of Hares. From the Example of 
thefe Foreigners the Emgii/b in former Time» 
eredcd Parks, Chafes, &^. for the keeping of 
red and fallow Deer, as well for the Profit of 
thofe noble Beads, as the great Pleafore in Hunt- 
ing. And at this Time there are more Parks and 
Forefts in Engla9§dy than in all Europe befides. 

A Park of two or three Miles in Compafs is a 
very agreeable Size, and with good Management 
is Extent fufficient for the breeding and keeping 
of a very conddtrable Number of Deer ; for eve- 
ry Acre of Ground of ihe Value of lo /. per 
j^ftn, will very well maintain two or three Fal- 
low Deer , allowing in the fevered Seafon of 
Winter a convenient Quantity of good Hay. 

The Situation of your Park ought to be tol- 
lerably high, the Ground healthy, and pleatifiil- 
ly wooded ; and your Thorns are an agreeable 
Tree to be intermiz'd y they not only making a 
handfome Figure, and a pleafanc Shade in the 
Summer, but alfo making a good Covert, and 
produce Haws (a very good Feed for your Deer) 
fn the Winter. The Walls of your Park (hooM 
be high ; and if Pales, they ought to be clofe 
jointed, fo that neither Badger nor Cat can creep 
through, nor Fox, Isfc, leap over. And there 
ought to be as well Plenty of Bufhes as Treet, 
to cover the Beads againft Heat and *Cold, and 
to defend the leiTer Beads, as Hares, Coneys, ^fn, 
from Hawks, Kites, and other Birds of Prey. 
Hares are commonly put into Parks, and a few 
Couple of them will foon multiply into a large 
Warren. 

For the Management pf Parks, they are under 
the Care of Keepers, who ought to be furniftiM 

with 
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ipvich good Gods, a good Horfe, and good Dogs; 
to^ be experienc'd Sportfinen, well acqaainied 
wicb BQck-Hontiog; but particuIarljgoodMarkf- 
men, to ftrike down a Deer with a liogle Ballet ; 
and that on Horfeback, ih^ only Method to come 
near yoor Deer ; and a Keeper onght to have a Coa- 
ple of large Greyhounds, topurfuetheDeer when- 
wounded : But they are to be under the mod exaft 
DiTcipline and Command, left they fhould tear 
and mangle the Game. Sometimes Gentlemen 
will turn a fiuck out of the Park, and hunt him 
in the open Country a great many Miles^ to their 
very great Diverfion. 

A Park- Keeper moft be likewifc a careful vi- 
gilant Man: He mud daily take a Turn round 
his Park, and keep a conftant Account of the 
Nuinber of his Deer ; and oftentimes watch them 
at Night, for their Prefervation againft unlawful 
Hunters, efpccially in Moon-(hiny Nights and the 
Rutting feafoD. ne mud take care to calculate 

an exa^ Nassbcr of Sucks isd Doss pfoper to 

be kiird in each Seafon, (whcreio the oMeft Ve* 
oirQAM^Kiiiffie ftflPltiird,) fo as not to make 
aofCMbja^Bbo, or leflening of his Park, and at 
tb> iiiiipttJB Iflliiie not to over-dock the fame, pre- 
fining a proper Number of yoone Fawns to be 
bred up in the Steads of tbofe be Kills ; and ha- 
ving always a Regard to Caftulties, which fome 
will happen in the Winter unavoidably. 

There are feveral Laws and Statutes relating to 
Parks : As, The King at his Pleafure may grant 
m Warren to one in any Land of his own, for all 
Sorts of Beads of Chafe, HareSi ^c. Crom. 
Jur. 148. 

None may ereft a Park, Warren, ifft, with- 
out Licence of the King; for they may not re- 
(train Beads, fertt NstMn^^ from their natural Li- 

bcrti; 
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bercy without a Royal Licence. But for HuQt- 
ing, ^r. which are Matters of PaQime and Plea- 
fure, there need be no Licence, bat every one in 
his own Land may nfeihem at hisPIeafare, with- 
out any Refiraint, unlefs by A3 of Parliament. 
II Htn. 7. caf. 17. 23 EVtz. caf. lo. 3 Jm, u 
cap, 13. 

By the Statute otlVeJim.i. ^Edw. i. csp, 2a 
Trefpaffers in Parks, (^c. (hall give treble Da- 
mages to the Party griev*d, foffcr^ three Years 
Imprifonment, be fined at the King*a Pleafare, 
give Security not to ofTtnd again in the like Kind, 
or abjure the Realm ; and if fnch Perfons b^ 
come Fugitives they ihall be outlaw*d. 

To hunt in a Parlt or Warren, £s'^. in the 
Night-time, or difguifed, if denied or conceard 
upon Examination before a Jnftice of Peace, is 
made Felony : But if the Crime be confefled, it 
is only finable at the next General Qaarter-Sef- 
fions. A Refcoas or Difobedience by the Party 
is alfo made Felony* i Hen^ 7. caf^^ 7* 

If the Owner of a Park die , his Heir fliall 
have the Deer in it, and not his Executors; for 
without the Deer the Park, which is an Inheri-* 
tance, is not complear. Co. Rep. l$i,j. fa^iy. 

A Man grants theCufiody of his Park, he may 
neverthelefs difpark it; but if he makes a Leafe 
of his Park to any Perlon, he may not in this 
Cafe difpark it. Dyer 71. 

If the Office ot Parkerfhip be granted to a 
Nobleman without particular Words empower- 
ing him to keep a Deputy, he may neverthelefs 
officiate by his Servants: For in many Cafes the 
Laws allow A£ls ofConveniency to the Nobility, 
in refpe£l of the Dignity of the Perfon. As if a 
Licence be given to a Duke to chafe in a Park, 
the Law for Conveniency gives him fuch AtccQ-; 

danti 
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dants which are reqoifite to the DigDity of his 
Eflate. 9 Rtf, 

fiat if a Licence be given to a private Perfon to 
hant in a Park, the Servant cannot joftify, tho' 
by his Maiier's Command; for this fs only a 
Thing of Pleafore, and a Licence extends (iridly 
to him to whom it is given, and to none other, 
contraryto a Gift by which a Man gains Proper- 
ty. Orom. Jttrifd, 159. h. Bat if a Man hach a 
Licence or 4ntere(l of Profit, he may jvflify 
for himfelf and Servants. Manwoody cap, lo. 
p. 382. 

If a Gentleman Hcenfe another to chafe in 
his Park, fach Perfon cannot bring others with 
him to hant thjere; neither can be carry off a 
Venifon when kill'd, without particular Words 
in the Licenceto ioipower him. But if a Licence 
be granted to him to chafe, kill, and carry off 
Deer at his Pleafnre , then he may bring others 
with him, ^c. Crotnp. JurijtL i6e. 

A P :>rker may not licence one to hunt and chafe 
in his M^fter's Park. And if a Perfon that hath 
Licence to hunt in a Park, ^c. exceed his Au- 
thority in any Particular, he fliali be punifh'd for 
that Fad as if he had no Licence at all. Man^ 
wood^ cap, i8. p* x8o, 288. 

If a Man enters a Forefl in the Night-time, 
the Forefter cannot juQify beating him before he 
makes Refiftance: But if he renfts> he may ju- 
ftify the Battery. RolP% Abr, fo. 548. And a 
Parker or Warrenner may juftify killing Perfons 
that come to haat and kill Game wrongftilly 
within his Liberty. But if upon private Malice 
the Keeper kills a Man that comes into his Parkf 
and one that enters the fame without any Intent 
to hoDt, this if Marder in the Keeper. 2 HolL 
Rep. I2Q, 
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On |(he contrary; If Trefpaflers in a Park 
kill a Keeper who oppofes them, though thef 
bore no Mah'ce to him, this is Murder ; becaufi 
they entered the Park to do an unlawful A&i 
ivhich carries an Implication of Malice along 
with n. And if Trefpaflers In any Cafe kill fach 
Servants, it is Murder. Lord Dacreh Cafei 
33 //?«• 8. who was hang'd for trcfpafiing io 
the Night-time in another's Park, where a Keeper 
was killed. 




V.*sC^ 



OfWarnns^ Coney-catching^ &c. 

A Warren is a Franchife, or Place priviledged, 
either by Prefcription or Grant from the King, 
(like unto a Park.) to keep Beads of Warren; 
as Rnbbits, Hareft, i^c. And, with good Ma- 
nagement, is the beft and mod profitable Difpo- 
fition of fome Sorts of Land ; for the Coney 
will begin to breed at a Year old, and will beas 
at lead feven Times in a Year. 

A dry barren Gravel or Sand, that will main* 
tain nothing elfe, is the bed Ground for Rabbits. 
And the bed Situation for a Warren , is againd 
the Side of a fmall Hill, or eafy ^ fcent, defended 
by the Brow of ic from'the fevered Winds : And a 
fewBuflies fcatter'd upanddown are of great Ufe 
to the Rabbits, efpeoially in the Summer, to (hade 
the little Beads when they are abroad a feeding. 

The bed Method of taking Rabbits in a Vfvt" 
ren is with the Ferret, a little wild Creature, not 
to be met with either in France^ Spain^ J^^h'i ^^ 
Cermamy; but in England they breed naturally, 
and are eafily tam'd. The Warrener mud-firft 

make 
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make a Noife in the Warren to frighten the Co- 
neys abroad into their Barrows, then he is to pitch 
his Nets ; after that he puts his Ferret into the 
Earth, being tncizzled fo that he may not feize 
the Coneys, and having fmall Bells about his 
Neck : And by this Means the Cpneys will be 
frightened out of their Barrows, when they are 
driven by Dogs into the Nets. 

If yoQ have no Ferret, you may take them 
%ivhen they firaggle abroad from their Burrows, 
^'ther by Curs or Spaniels bred up for that Sport, 
or elfe by Courfing them with Diminutive Grey- 
hounds : And the bed Places for Hunting are 
iunong BuQies and Hedges. In their Default they 
are commonly driven into their Borrows ; and 
therefore it will be requifite to fee Purfe-Nets oo 
ihe Holes; And fonie fay the Drone of a Bag* 
pipe put into a Coney Burrow, and blown 00 
a fudden, will make the Coneys bolt. 

When a Buck-Rabbit hath buck'd, he is accti- 
jlom'd to fall backwards, and lye as if he were 
half dead ; at which Time he is eafily taken. Our 
Tumblers will make excellent Sporty and kill 
Coneys abundantly. And Hays are to be prefer- 
red beyond any other Engines, for the taking of 
Coneys. . 

Thofe who keep tame Coneys, are to have a 
particular Regard to the Feeding : They may be 
affi^n'd Herbs, Grafs, Vine-Leaves, Fruits, Milk- 
Ihiftles, Cabbige, Lectice, or Carret-tops, Beans, 
Oatmeal, l^c. but be fure let there not be the 
leaft Slip (tf Hemlock amongll the Herbs^ for 
tl}at is aprefent Poifon. In the Winter they will 
cat Hay, Oats, and Chaff, being given them thrice 
a Day : But when they eat green Things, they are 
not to be allowed any Drink at all \ for that 
wcHildvtfMke thein fwell ; And at all other Times 

a little 
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a little Drink will fuffice, and that mod be al- 
ways fredi. And it is ^ood to mix Oats^ Chaff, 
b'^. with your green Jaicy Meat, for fear of a 
Kot. 

The Warrencr cannot be too carefal in fetting 
rf Iron Gins, Traps, l^c. properly baited, for 
the catching of Polecats, and other Vermine^ 
which do great Mifchief to the Warren, efped- 
ally at the rime the young Coneys firfl ventare 
out of their Holes. Thefe Gins may be made 
Vkcwife to take Dogs, Cats, (fume whereof are 
very mifchievnus to Warrens,) Kites, and other 
B'lds of Prey. 

No iitt Warren can be made in any Chafe or 
Park; nor may nnyPerfon make a Park or Free 
Warren wrtbia hisownLand, without theKiog'i 
Licence or Grant for it. And if any (hall prefanfe 
fi) to do of his own Accord, the King may by a 
Qu9 IVarranto Icixe it. Co, Rep. ii. fo. 86. 

To kill or chafe, without the Owner's Lfceoce, 
Deer or Coneys, in any Park or Inclofed Groondi 
incurs the Penalty of three Months Imprifonmeni^ 
treble Damages to the Party injnr'd, (or to/, at 
his Elefiion,) and the Offender to be bound with 
two good Sureties to the good Behaviour for ft- | 
ven Years, or to be imprifon'd 'till he finds fach 
Sureties. Stat. 3 Jac. 1. cap. 13. 

By the Sr.ttute of 22 ^ 23 Car. 2* cap. ly. if 
any Ferfon (hall enter into a Coney-Groond, tho* 
not inclos'd, and chafe or kill againft theOwoet^f 
Will, he Oiall upon Convidion pay treble Da- 
mages, be imprifon'd for three Months, and find 
Sureties for the good Behaviour. 

And the fame Statute enads, That if any Pcr- 
fon iball kill Coneys on the Borders of Warrens, 
or other Ground ufed for keeping Coneys, in the 
Night-time, except Owners^ l^c. they (ball make 

fafih 
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facb Recoinpence as (hall be appointed by the Ja** 
ftice of Peace before whom the Parry (haH be con- 
vided, and pay fach Sum of Money to the Poor 
(not exceeding lox.) as the faid J.oftfce (hall think 
fir, or be committed to the Houfe of Corredion 
not exceeding a Monrh. 

The Plaintiff brought his ASion for breaking 
his Clofe, and killing his Coneys. The Qae« 
ftion wa?, Whether the Plaintiff could fay they 
were Cuniculosfuos^ unlefs they bad been alledg'a 
to be killed in Warrena fua^ in regard they are 
Fere natural The Lord Chief Juflrce faid. That 
he had a Property in th^m, fo long as they were 
upon fail Ground; which Property was transient 
and not permanent: And the bqng qr nor being 
a Warren fignifies nothing as to that; bur the be- 
ing oponhis Land is fumcient^ though it be no 
Warren. Aftch. 12 flenA, 

If a Man makes Coney-borrows in his own 
Land, and they multiply there, his Neighbour may 
not have Adfon on the Cafe againft him ; bat 
when the Coneys come ipto the L^^.of his 
•N«^hbuur, he may kill ihem, an9 he^who m^de 
the Coney-burrows has no Proporty in them : So 
•that he (hall not be ptinifhed for tneiDitnages by 
the Coneys in whiob there was lui'-Prbperty, and 
when they may be lawfully kill'd by the Per- 
fon injured. 5 Rtf. 104. The King and Sharers 
Cafe. 

A Commoner may not kill the Coneys^ fo 
long as they are in the Lord's own Land. 
The Lord hath a Property in them, and he may 
fay, Cunitutes fH§s; but when they go out, he 
hath DO longer ^ Property in them ; for none can 
fay, when Coneys ^rc on the Common^ whofe 
Coneys they be. And they cannot bs f^id to be- 
long CO either Plaimiff on Defendant when they 

E Vw^ 
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are out of their Soil ; and a Man hath no other 
loterefl in them than any other, they being ftt^ 
Natune. F. N. B. 87. But Coneys are Mat- 
ter of Profit to the Owner of the Soil for Hoafis- 
keeping, (sf^- IVilkinfon'% Cafe. 

It is no Wafte to deftroy Coney- burrows; for 
WaQe will not lye for Coneys, becaafe a Mao 
hath no Inheritance in them : And a Mao gib 
have no Property in Coneys, only a PofleffioD. 
One leafed a Manor, and a Warren, and broaght 
Wafte, that the Tenant had deftroyed a Coney- 
burrow, and fubverted it ; the Adion will not 
lye. But if Leflee of a Warren break the Pales^ 
i\aion of Watte will lye. Owen 66. Moyk'% 
Cafe. 

Every Forreft, being the highett and greateS 
Franchife, comprehends in it a Chafe, a Park, 
and a Free Warren. Manwoed^ f. 53. 




Of Hunting the Hart ^ Buckj l^oe^ &c. 

THE Hunting of the Hart isaRoyal Exerdfc: 
And the Seafon for this Sport bqgins a F'ort- 
n?ght after Midfummer, and continues ^iWlHoh- 
Xeod-Day: The Hind or Doe begins at JFfJy- 
Rood'Dayy and lads 'till Candlemas : The Roe* 
Back begins at Eafter^ and latts *till Michaelmas: 
The Roe begins at Michaelmas^ and laftetb •till 
Candlemas: And the Fawn-feafon begins io^ir^i 
and lads *till the Middle of September. 

Your Hounds for this Hunting ought to be n^ 
ther long than round ; their Noftrils wide, cheit 
Ears large, Backs bowed, the Fillets great^ the 
Haunches large, Thighs ttrongy and Hams ftrait; 

their 
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Tails big near the Reins, and the reft flen- 
to the End ; their Legs (Iron^ ; the Soai of 
Feet dry, and form'd like a Fox's^ with the 
v$ large. 

enter your young Hoonds for Hart-hunt- 
chofe the Seafon that the Hart is in 

le of Greafe ; for then he is heavier than at 
other Time, and cannot (land up fo long, 
n chufe your Foreft, wherein the Relays are 
]ual Proportion ; place all your young Hounds, 

1 five or fix old ones to enter them ; and lead 
1 to the fartheft and lafl Relay, and caufe 
Hart to be hunted to them. Being come 
uncouple your old Hounds ; and when they 
; found the Track of the Hart, and are well 
rM in Cry, uncouple likewiie your young 
mds ; and If you find any of them lag behind^ 

are to be correSed till they do their Duty, 
bu may likewife enter your Hounds by ta- 
; a Hart in Nets, and after you have cot off 
of his Feer, let him go. A Quarter of an 
ir after afTemble your young Hounds; and 
ng found out the View or Slut of the Hart 
tuck by your Bloodhounds , uncouple your 
Bg Hounds, and let them hunt. You may 
g them to quarry by taking half a Dozen 
itfmen, fwift of Foot, each whereof having 
Couple of Hounds led in Liams ; and ha- 
unlodg'd the Hart, purfuc him fair and foft- 
fo that you tire not too much your young 
inds. After the Hart hath run two or three 
irs, and that you find he begins to fink, you 
then cad oflTyour young Hounds : But beware 
I not when he is at Bay, and his Head full 
oi'd ; for at that Time you may endanger 
Lives of your Dogs. 

E 2 There 
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There arcmany other Ways of entering Bac 
Hconds : Bin the bed Method is to eater the 
firft at the 'Hare- for hy that Means they w 
learn all Doubles and Turns, be better acqnah 
ed with rhe Hailtjw, will be more tender nofi 
jind better fccnred, by a frequent Ufe to i 
Beatten Ways and 'Champian Ground. And 
refpeQ to Hounds in genera), you are to obferv 
that with what you firft enter your Hounds, ti 
therewith reward them, they wf fl ever after la 
fnoft : So that if yoo intend them for rheiia 
enter them not iftrft with rhe Hind, fe^r. 

Having now informed you how to chafe ai 
enter your Hounds, I come to the Sport. Wb 
Che Huntfman hath inftuAed his Dogs in Wor 
of Art, fo that he can fet them on, and take the 
off again at hfs Pleafnre, he may ventureto car 
them abroad ; and when the Relays are well 1 
and placed, he fs to walk before rhe Kennel 
Hounds wi^h his Pole in his Hand, taking Cai 
in the firft Place, to compafs in the Beaft in h 
own Layr, and fo unharbour her In View oft 
Dogs, that they ma,y never lofc her Slot or Fot 
itig. Being come to thelBtcmifhes, and haVii 
obfervM the Slot, and fuch other Mirks as m 
be obferVd from the View of the Deer, wherel 
the Hunrfman may know whether his Houtu 
run riot, or not; then he is to caft abroad abo 
the Covert, mnd difcover the Hart When he ism 
hsrbour'd, the better to diftlnguifh hfm by h 
Head, or olherwife. Which being dotrc, tl 
Dog-couplings taken off, and the Deer unhn 
bc)ur'd, all the Hounds are to be cnft off, at 
fome on Horfeback, others on Foot, to folio 
the Cry with the greateft Speed, but not witho 
Art and due Care; and all fettingon the Do] 
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It firft by CrjriDK T(kbim^ T^him, Thai's /i#, 7}4lV 
he^ or fuch like Words of Eru;o«irageiiient. 

If the Hantfmao baih the Hart in View, he is 
to blow and hollow 'till the Hounds are come 
in, and dill to draw cpon the Slot : But wbed 
the Dogs are all in foil Cry, and take it right, 
the UnntfoMn may forthwith monnt his Horfe,. 
ind coaft to crofi the Hounds that are in Chafe, 
DbfervJDg to keep under the Wind, whereby he 
may help the I>ogs at a Default. And if the 
Bloodhound in his Purfolt chance to over-daoot, 
and draw wrong or counter, then the Huntfman 
mufl keep him back by faying, Back^ hack^ Softly^ 
fffiiyy isfc. 'till he hach fct him right again ; and 
when the Hound has mended his Fault, he. is to 
be fofficiently encouragM. 

The Huntfm^i is never to advance nearer the 
Hounds than liity Paces st mod, efpedally at 
the firft uncoupling, ot at calling off their Relays ; 
For by coming in o?et-hafty, you may fometimes 
[poll the Slot, and thereby for want of Scent the 
Hounds will be apt to over-(hoot the Chafe. 

If your Hounds are at a Default, and hoot in 
feveral Companies, you may then conclude that 
the Hart hath broken Herd from the freih Deer, 
ind that the freih Deer hare likewife feparated 
themfelves. In which Cafe you are to have a 
Regard to the old ftdnch Dogs ; and where you 
:»bferveany of the old Hounds challenge, encou* 
rage them, haftem'ng in the reft of the Dogs by 
calling them by their feveral Names. 

After running fome Time, a Hart will com- 
monly feek other Deer at Layr, and route them, 
ind by this Meant make the Hounds hunt Change. 
He will lie down flat in fome of their Layrs up- 
on his Bdly, and the Hounds will over-fhooc 
bim: la this Cafe the Hnntfman ia 10 blemiih ar 

E 3 fuch 
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fuch Places as the Hart enters a Thicket; and if 
the Hounds hunt Change, he is to put thetn to 
ihore Blemifhes and the right Slot, till they ba?e 
rou7/d the Hart a^ain. And when a Hart is 
clofely purfuM, he*ll break from one Thicket to 
another, rouzing and herding with other Deer 
for fome Time; and when he is near fpent, he'll 
break Herd, and fall a donbh'ng and crofling in 
hard Highways, where the Dogs will have a very 
imperfed Scent: or elfe betake himfelf to fome 
River, (the lad Refuge,) where he'll fwim fome 
7 ime without touching any Bough, to give the 
Dogs a Scent; and fometims he'll cover himfelf 
under the Water, fo that you can perceive nothioK 
but his Nofe. And in all thefeCafes, cheHonrf- 
man is to have a fpecial Regard to his old HouodSi 
which hunt carefully and leifurely. 

If a Way be too hard for the Slot, be fare to try 
far enough back: And if after hunting the Space 
of an Hour, von perceive the Hart makes out 
end-ways, before the Hounds, and that they foi* 
low in full Cry, the Humfman may in this Caft 
come pretty near the Dogs^ to blow a Recheat 
for their Encouragement. But in the Heat of the 
Day, aHuntfman is not to force his Dogs much, 
efpecially in a Champian Country: And when 
the Dogs arealmofl fpenr, it is fufficient thatthej 
wag their Tails only, without calling. 

If a Hart in the Chafe turns about, and faces 
the Dogs at Bay, it is very dangerous to go in to 
him, efpecially about the Time of Rutting, when 
they are mofl fierce. The Method of proceeding 
at this Time, is to couple up your Hounds,* and 
when the H^rt turns Head to fly, you may gal- 
lop in to him, and with your Sword kill him: 
Or if it be in woody Place, whilfl the Hirt 
is flaring on yuar Hounds » the Huntfman 

may 
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may come covertly behind hioi, and cat his 
Throat. 

Wh^n the Huntfman comes in to the Death 
6f the Deer, the firft Ceremony is to cry, H^are 
Haunch^ th«nt the Hoands may not break into 
the Deer : Then he is to cut his Throat, and 
blood the youngcft Hoands, and teaching them 
to leap at the Throat of Deer. When this is done, 
he is to blow the Mort, for all the Company to 
come in, and the Perfons of the greatell Note, 
who have never taken Say, are to do it in a cere- 
monious Maenerj and the Deer is to be broke 
Qp. Which done, and the Dogs rewarded^ a 
treble More and a whole Recheat is to be per- 
formed by all in Confort, or if a Buck, only a 
double Mort ; and a general IVboe whoop concludes 
the Ceronony. 

If a Huntrman (hpuld happen to fail in killing 
of a Hart, by being overtaken wifh the Night, 
or otherwife^ he muft follow the Hounds pretty 
cl^fe. and well mark the Place where they lefr 
the Chace. The next Morning at Break of Day 
bring your Bloodhounds to it, with your Ken- 
nel after them ; and if any Hound that may be 
depended upon vents, he is to put his Hounds to 
it, whooping twice, or blowing two Notes with 
his Horn. And if the Huntfman find the Covert 
or Grove that the Hart is gone into, then he 
mud draw his Hounds about it, and beat a-^crof? 
and through it. If there he renews the Slot or 
gets a View of the Hart, and he is fatisfied'tis the 
right, then he is to blow his Horn ; for Dogs are 
animated by the Winding of the Horn and Voice 
of the Huntfman, like Soldiers to the Battle hf 
the elevating Sounds of the Trumpet and the 
Drum. 

E 4 lUt^\^ 



to Tlu CmfkU^ortfman. 

Ham, whentber ueJiwitcd, moft comnub 
fy ruD up tfieWfno, tnd Qraight forwards asf« 
H Ibey Kc fbic; ana when Iticy have been hsni- 
cd Toitto beAi^pcot, iii*«cointnon Fhing m 
nnd fevera] Layti tngetlwr, by i«afon they cao- 
not flsDd, bat thcf^ udfeed. 

Snmciiaici ihc Hartt wbu he it clofe pDrfa^ 
will flriDtnHerihofCatrie, u Cows, Sheep, £)*(. 
leeping OQ an Ox or Gow, ind laying (he Foi«< 
parii uf bit Bod^ tkcrepD,'' To (hat he touches the 
Earth only with hii Hitidet-feet, and leaves » 
very fmall or no Scent at all behind for (be 
Hound'. And I hava^reatf of a Hut homed b 
FroKSf, (hat Ic«p'dioM>Agmr White-thorn wbidt 
)[rew ill ft thady Place at hi^h at a Tree, ct»i> 
roned with fmall SMvba about it, and there Qaoi 
aloft rihe Bbnghs ^prcadiog firom one to auoihcr, 
and rurroiindittg him) Mil llie Huaifman difeo- 
ver'd him, and thrttft hits dawn. 

It iiihcMannerof.thvfcBansflf Chace, whei 
(hey fee thenrdvat every Way intercepted, to 
make Force n the Pcrfon ttai fiift comes in to 
ihem with (heir Hnrnii OBlefc prevented bySwo[4 
01 Spear i and (heSporifRi»nli> luiiieiimet obliged 
(o a Tr«« for his^Rcrnge, And ic is nbferv'd, 
that when a Hart pri«ke»h qp Ms Eais, he wind* 
cth fliarpf very iat fad fcrc, and difcot'eteth all 
Trei£tMry at)aii)it him i{ bot if ihc £a.rs hang 
dovm, and tnnye, he (wrcwreih no D^ger. 

Tolnow ioHRFt by ihe Slot^ yon 
iHnHlMr are to, look c«*u!ly on the Trcad- 
» katm mi kifii' of hit FoM ; and if you 6nd the 
jWnb* Ticadiagt of iwe. che one lonff, the 

^"■f- Mbw roWl4f yn of equal Btgoefs, 

Iha loBg i^ot (jecteres itie Hsrt iq bq 
much ttic largeft. But there is no crnaiti R«l| 
to know the BeaA by (he Slot, wi[hoat a due 
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Regard lo tht Skuatioa of the CottiHrT ; for Harts 
bred in a ftoney Mouhukkhis Couoiry ^ve com- 
moal^y cbeic Toes and Sldca of Mieir Feet worn, 
by coatiaoally climbiog and ptffing over the rug* 
ged Plaios ; aad in fofi San^y 6ri>iind they flip 
upon the Heel by reaToa of their Wetghc, and by 
freqiuat reding theoifelvcs on thai Pari of the 
F<KH» the Heel grows broader. 

To know the Age and Size of a Hart by other 
Means, you are to have a Regard to the Fewy 
iBifliiQg in the Months of jifril and M^. If 
the Fewmets are large, of cooreqoeiice the Hart 
is old : And the Entries into the Thickets will 
ibew the Height asd Thicknefs of the Hart. By 
the Hei|(ht of the Entry we jadge the Age of an 
Hart; for yonng Deer always aeeplow; and 
the old Hart's Hiod-foot nevei otrernreacheth the 
Fore-foot, as the yo«ng one's <ioih. 

The Gate of a Hart will (hew its Largenefs, 
a long Step is a certain Sign : And fuch a Deer 
will ftaad up very loi^, unlefs it be when be 
leaves a great Slot, wh^h is a Sign of an old 
Deer. 

The Uft Method of knowing Deer is by the 
Fray : They will frequently beat their Heads 
flgaiDft £>ine Tree or other^ which is called their 
Fraying PoA, The old Hart geeth fooneft to 
Fray, and chn&th & large Tree> foch as he car^ 
Aot bend wnh his Head ; and the younger Deer 
chufe weaker and W&t Trees, and fray lower 
than the old one^. I'his is the lad Ceremony 
tbey ufe before they enter their Harbours. 

There are fevcral Ways of knowing theHart 

oti View ; but 1 (Ml only fnentioci , that wbiSi 

the fifO AntUer is large, long, and near to ttee 

. Bkkf^ the Soranciier near to the Aoitller, and both 

. well pMi% the reft of the Braaches, which are 

• .\ £ 5 hi^bfic 
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higher, well ordered, fet, and well growo, Ihefe 
are certain Signs of an old Hart. 

To find the Harboar of a Stag : The Harbooret 
is firfl to teach his Hounds to draw mote ; theo he 
is to beat round the Outfide of the Covert, tod 
when his Hounds challenge, his uext Thing is lo 
feek the Slot of the Deer ; and having eMervM 
the Slot, the Entries of the Hart, and Fraying- 
Poft, ^c. whereby he may know the Bignefsof 
the Deer, draw with moreCircum^dioni chedE- 
ing your Draught- hound to fccure him from 
fpending when he comes near enough to baYC 
the Deer in the Wind, which you may diftover 
by his Eagernefs; and you ought then to draw 
him, and having retired fome Diftance back, yoa I 
are with your Hound to furround ^e Place firft 
at a confiderable Diftance ; and then if yoa give 
him no Difturbance, you may venture to make 
your fecond Round a little within the firft, which 
will fecure him in the Harboar; for he will not 
pafs that Taint your Hound hath left in the 
rounding of him without Force. And here the 
Huntfman may fet up a Bough for his DiredioB, 
and unharbour the Hart at his Pleafure. 

If the Weather be hot, and the Huntfman is to 
find the Harbour of the Hart in a high Wood, 
he IS to obferve that at fuch Times the Deer 
difperfe themfelves into finall Thickets, Groves, 
^c. near to Places of good Feeding: And fomc- 
times the Hart will lie in the Tufts of White- 
thorn, fometimes under little Trees> and other 
Times under greit Trees in the high Woods, 
in the Skirts of the Foreft, and under the Shelter 
of little Groves. So that according to the Co- 
verts which are io the Foreft, the Huntfman is 
to make his Enquiry ; and muft have his Ring* 
walk great or fmall, io Proportion to the Large- 
nefs of the Harbours or Coverts. The 
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The Haunts or Feeding-places of theHarttre 
very various, according to the Seafons of the 
Year, they changing their Manner of Feeding al- 
iDoft every Month. In January^ February^ and 
ATarrA, they leave Herding, keeping not above 
four or five in a Company ; and they'll fre- 
quently feed on the Winter Pafture in the Cor- 
ners of the Foreft ; and when Wheat, Rye, isfc. 
appear above Ground, they are very inclinable to 
make Incurfions into the neighbouring Cora- 
Fields, 

In April and Mdy they reft in their Thickets, 
and other Bufhy and Shady Places. In Jum^ 
July^ and Angufh^ they are in their Pride of 
Greafe, and refort to fpring Copices nearCorn* 
Fields. In Septemhr and O^lober they leave 
their Thickets , and go to Rut; during which 
Seafbn they have no certain Place either for Food 
or Harbour. This Rutting-feafon continues'ttll 
JDecemher^ when they herd together, and with- 
draw thcmfelves into ' the Strength of the Fo- 
rcfts, to (belter thcmfelves from the cold Winds, . 
Frofts, i^c, and ftt^ on Hiws, green Boughs, 
i^c. and in a fevere Seafon of Snow they'll 
peel the Trees^ like unto the Goat. 

Some Harts are fo cunning, that they have 
two feveral Layrs to harbour in, a confiderable 
Diftance from each other ; to which they fre- 
quently ihift thcmfelves for greater Security^ alj 
ways taking thcB^nefitof the Wind, 

The Matter whereof the Horns of Ofcnfimg 
Deer confiQs is dry and earthy^ like theHead^ 
the Subftance of green Leaves, which Names of 
have a yearly Fall, for want of a I^«'> &<;»r 
Continuance of Moidure to eife£t 
their Duration. And they are not rooted upon 
the Scull, but only within the Skin. The new 
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BanctM fwYHisg up towards ihe $prifig9 chmft 
off th€ old Horns^ &]f the AiiAince of Qoughi 
of Trcts, iff€. Aod when tbov htvo loft tbeit 
HorQS> ia ifae Day-ihne they hide iheaiftlm 
in the Shades, aod feed only hi tfaf Night, not 
forfaking their foiiiery Dwellings till tlicir Vet- 
vet Heads iHcreaA ta Strength, aid ihcy h»t 
.fofficicfltly tried theic new Horos >gMift kige 
Trees ; and wheti^ oo foch Tsial cheyMei no \mt 
%<sx Pain, ibey betake ihemlel?eaiotbe Conqmir 
of their Fellows. 

The 1 ifiie of c^fiing their Heada ia i^m the 
Months of Fekrmary and Mtnh ; b«f liie eM 
Hart cafteth his fooner than the . yovDg oaei. 
leaving caft their Headt^ the oM Deer isMiedi. 
ately withdraw to fone ThkiccM fqrt)i(h*4 wM 
good Water aod Arong Feedtng, near Wheat or 
Peafe fowD> if they can : B«t the yeting Haiti 
never betake themfelves to theThickeu 'siltlbcf 
have bom their Head, in tbcir fenrth Year. 

In Mar€b and jiprU^ after they have mewed, 
they will bcgioto button; and as the Sun eocrct- 
fes in Strength, and the Seafon of the Year pots 
forward the Crop of the Earth*, fo will their 
Heads increafe, and abom the Middle ofjmm 
be full fumm'd. 

It has been obfervM, that if yon geld n Hart 
when he hath a Head, he will never mer cnA it; 
and if you geld a Hart before he hath an Head, 
he will never bear any. 

The Diverfities of Heads, according to Hoo- 
ters Terms, are as follows: The firft Head is 
called a Crown-top, becaofe the Crochet are 
ranged in Form of a Crown. The fecond Head 
is called a Palm^-Top, by reafon the Crocbes 
are form'd like a Man*$ Hand. All Heads vrbfoh 
bear not above three or foori the Crochet where* 

of 



cf arc plic'd aloft, aodaU of i^oeHetghr, in Form 
of a Cloftcr of Nutai are calUd Heads of fo ma- 
fty Crothes. Thofeiieada which bear two in the 
Top, or ha^re ttefr Crochcadoubliag, are called 
Forkcd-Headf. And ihofe Heads which have 
dottbleBar&iOrtheAfitliers, Royali, aodCrochas 
toraM dowswacd), coDurvytatheiiliibads; tfaefe 
only are caHed Htiuls^ 

The Bor i& next the Head ,* and that wMch k 
about th« Bar is called Pearlf. The firft is cat- 
led Anclkc, the tfccond Saraittlier; and all the 
reft which grow afterwards^ ontH yon ccHne to 
the Crown, Palm, or O^che^ are call'd Royals 
ayod Sur-royals : The licdt Beds orBroches atioot 
the Top are callM Crdchcs. 

That which beareth the Antliers, Royals^ and 
Taps, is tailed the Beam ; and the Iktle Stueaks 
thereHi are eali'd Gutters : Tikat which is aboat 
the Craft of the Beam is termM Pearl ; and that 
which is aboQC ihe Bur it fdf is form'd ISce littte 
Pearls. 

For the Names of Deer: A Hart is called the 
firft Year a Hind-Calf, or Calf; the fecond Year 
« Knobbcr ; the third Year a Brok ; the foorth 
Year a Staggsrd ; the ^h Year a Stag ; and the 
iixth Year a Hart. And at one Year old the Hart 
has nothing but Biuiches ; at two Ycsrs the 
Bunches appear larger and more perfeS ; at three 
Years they grow into two Spears ; at four Years 
they grow into three Spears ; and fo tncreafe in 
the Branches every Year> 'till he h arrived to fix 
Years of Age : And after that Time the Age is 
sot certatnly to he difcovtr^d by the Head. 

The Hind is callM the irft Year a Calf; the 
fbcond Year a Hearfe, or Brodc's Sifter, C^f r. and 
the third Tear a Hind. 

- • The 
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The Buck is called the firfi Year a Fawn; the 
fecond Year a Pricket ; the third Year a Sorelv 
the fourth Year a Sore ; the fifth Year a Back of 
thefirftHead^ and the (ixth Year a Great Bock. 

The Doe is called the firft Year a Fawn^* the 
fecond Year a Teg, and the third Year a Doe. 

The Roe is called the firft Year a Kid, the fe- 
cond Year a Gyrle; the third Year a Hetnafe; 
the fourth Year a Roe-back of the firft Head; 
the fifth Year a Roe-back. 

The Fox is callM the firft Y^ar a Cub ; the 
fecond Y^ar a Fox. The Martern is likewife 
call'd the firft Year a Cob; and the fecond Year 
a Martern. And the Hare is call'd the firft Year 
a Leveret; the fecond Year a Hare 4 and the 
third Year a Great Hare. 

The Hind commonly carries her Ca}£*eighr or 
nine Months; and fome of them have two at 
once : They fall in May. And Harts and Hindi 
are very long liv'd; it is fatd they will live neara 
hundred Years. ; 

One Male is fafEcient to cover feveral Fe- 
males : And at their Time of Rutting, in 0&i$^ 
bery and alfo in A/«y, they are fo intent upon 
their Sport, that it is dangerous for any Man to 
come near them ; for they will at this Seafon 
make at any living Creature. The older the Hart 
is, the hotter, and the better belov*d by the 
Hinds: But when a Month or fix Weeks is paft, 
they grow tamer, and retiretotheirfoiitary Places, 
the Female, aher (he is filled, never keeping Com- 
pany again with the Male until (he is dcliver'd. 

The Nature and Property of the 
IbHcV'Hmtmg, Back differs very little from the 

Hart. 

But in hunting the Back 'tis obferv!d, that ht 
oftentimes betakes himfelf to facb ftrong Holds 

and 
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and Coverts as he is mod acquainted with, not 
flying far before the Hotinds, nor croffing nor 
donbling, or ufing fncb Sabtilties as the Hart is 
accuQom'd to do. 

The Back will beat a Brook or River not ve- 
ry deep; but he cannot ftay fo long at the Soil 
as the Hart will do. And Bucks love not oiie 
another, nor will they come near each others 
Layr. 

There is not fo mach Art and Ski)] requir'd for 
the lodging a Buck, as in the harbouring a Hart ; 
neither is \o much drawing after neceflary : You 
are to judge by the View and Mark what Govert 
he entereth ; wherein yon will obferve that be 
iwill not wander fo much as a Hart, nor fo fre* 
quently change his Layr. 

The greateft Difficulty a Huntfman has to en- 
counter in hunting a Buck is, to guard againft 
hunting counter or change • for amidft thie Plenty 
of Fallow Deer, they come more diredly upon 
: the Hounds than the Red Deer will do. 

The Buck delights to lye in Hilly Places, but 
to feed in the Dales : He herds more than the 
Hart, and lieth in the drieft and moil healthy 
Ground. But if your Bucks are at large, not con- 
fln*d within the Limits of a Park, they will (by 
reafon of the Flies) herd but little from May to 
jiuguft. 

In their Horns, the Buck varies very little from 
the Hart : The Quantity makes the greateft Dif- 
ference; and they grow out of their Heads like 
Fingers out of the Hand : Such is this Fallow 
Deer. 

The Colours of the Buck are various : But 
they are mod commonly branded or faady, ha- 
ving a black Lift along the Back; their Bellies 
and Sides fpotted with White » which they 
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lofe by their old Age. And cbe Does differ io 
Colour more than the Back, being fometimes all 
White, and like unto Goatf , except io their Hair, 
which is fhorter. 

And there is a great Variety of Coloon 
amongft theiieDeer, fuchas White, Black, Spot- 
ted, Roan Colour, Poy'd, is^€. which make a 
beautiful Mixture in the Gentleman's Park. 
Z^smdStsuutes . '^^'^ Statute of s Eliz. cap 23. 
relMifigtoDeer. S^J? ^r«ble Damages for unlaw- 
^ ful Hunting in ParKS, ^€. 

And by the Statute of 1 3 Cmt. %. ic is cna& 
ed, That if any Perfon ihall coyrft, kill^ hurt or 
take away any Redjpr Fallow Deer in aDyGrooad 
where Deer are kept, wilhour the Confenc of 
the Owner or Perfon entrufted with ihe Cace 
thereof, or ftall be aiding or affidiog ihereio, 
being convided by the Oath of one Wicnefs be- 
fore one Jufiice of Peace, he fliall focfeit I20/. 
one Half to the Informer, and the other Half to 
the Owner of the Deer ; to be levied by DiArefs: 
And for want of Diltrefs, the Party to be 
committed to the Houfe of Corrcdion .foe fix 
Months^ or common Goal for a Ytar; and af- 
terwards be bound to the Good Behs^viour for 
one Year. But none puniihed by this A€t fhall 
incur the Penalty of ^ny other ; and the Profecu- 
tion is to be within fix Months. 

By the &atute of 3 ^ ^IVid M. cap. 10. 
if any Perfon in the Nighttime ihall pull down 
or dcftroy the Pales or Walls c f any Park, Fo- 
reft, Q^^« or other Ground enclofed, wii^ein 
Red or Fallow Deer arc kept, he (hall be coiu- 
mttedio the Prifoo for three Months. 

The Statute of 3 c^' 4 ^. likewifir ei>ads, 
That if any Perfon ihall unlawfully courfe or 
hunt Deer io any Foreft, Parkj i^c. without 

Confent 
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Confcnt of the OwDeri he (hall forfeit xo /. 
And if toy Perfon (hall take them with Toils^ 
kill, woaad, or carry away Deer in or from aoy 
Park, he flnll forfeit the Sum of 30 /• for every 
Deer, to be levied by Diftrefs, and divided into 
three Parts, one whereof to go to the Informer, 
another to the Poor, and the other to the Owner 
of the Deer. And if no Diftrefs can be found, 
the Party offending (hall be imprifon'd for twelve 
Months^ and (land in the Pillory in the next 
Market-Town. Aiding and afTtfting likewifc 
fncnrs the fame Penalty ; and lending Dogs to 
kill Deer y or Horfes to hunt and carry them 
away, it declar'd to be affifiing* 

By the Ciiiie $tatate, one Yafiice of Peace if 
empowered to iifQe ont his Warrant to a Qqv^ 
liable, ^c. when Information it given that Deer 
are ftolen, to make a S^rch at for any ftolen 
Goods ; and fach Conftable may enter and fearch 
the Honfes of fufpefied Perfons: And if he dif«» 
covers any Veniibn, or Skins of Deer, or Toils, 
be is to carry the P^ty before the Joliice; and 
if the Party do not there give a good Account 
how he came by the fame, and produce the Parr 
ty of whom booght, or prove the Sale upon 
•Oath, he (hall be convified of the Offence, and 
be fobjed to the Penalties for ktUinfC of Deer. 

Where any Perfon is convided of Deer- deal- 
ing, no Certiorari (hall be allow'd to remove 
the Conviftion, or other Proaseding, until the 
Party convi^ed (hall enter ipto Bond of 50 /. 
Penalty to the Profecutor, with Sureties to be 
approved by a Jofiice of Peace, to pay fall Coft;, 
if the Convidion (hall be confirmed within a 
Month after fiacb Cooirmation, or ^Prntdend^ 
granted. 

It 
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It is Felony to ftcal Deer, Coneys, ^c. when 
they are reduc'd to Tamenefs : Bat to take them 
in the Park or Warren of any Pcrfon is noFe^ 
lony, by reafon they are there Fera Naturae. 

\f any Forefter or Keeper of a Park (hall take 
any Perfon hunting without lawful Aothoritf, 
or find any Perfon within the Foreft, ^c. for- 
nifh'd with Greyhounds, £ffr. to kill Deer in- 
tending to offend there; he may arreft and iro* 
prifon him^ and the Offender (hall not t>e deli- 
verM without fpecial Warrant. But in the lift 
Cafe he is bailable, if not taken in the Manner, 
as with a Bow ready to (hoot at Deer, drawing a 
Dog to recover it, carrying away Deer kili*d| or | 
is befmear'd with Blood. Stat, i Ed.^, 

Every Lord of Parliament, both Spirttoal and 
Temporal, fent for by rbe King, may in C( iniog 
and returning kill a Eleer, or two, ia^the Kiitg*l 
Fore(t, Chace, or Park, through which he paf 
feth. But this ought not to be done priracely, 
but by the View of the Forefter, if preieot ; and 
if abfent, by caufing one to blow a Horn for 
him, other ways he may Teem to (leal Che Deer* 
Chart. Foreft, r.li. 

A Concife Abridgement of the 
Forest-Laws. 

A Foreft is the moft noble Confarvatory for 
"• Game, and contains a Circuit of Woody 
Grounds and Paftures, known in its Bounds, and 
priviledged by Royal Authority^ for the fecnre 
keeping of Beafts of Chace. Co. LittL /&. 233. 

And 
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Aad it differs from a Park In many RerpeQ^, 
as in having Laws for its Government, 6fr. and 
particularly in that it contains the King^s Game, 
and a Park only that of a Sbbjed. 

A Chafe is much like unto a Foreft, (viz*^ 
a large Quantity of Ground privileged for Wild 
Beads, but lying open. Kelw, 14, if. And a 
Foreft in the King*s Hand, is no more than a 
Chace when in the Hands of a Subjeft. Cromp^ 
y«r. 148, But Chafes that never were Foretts 
cannot have any Purlieu. 0« 4 1»ft. 303.. 

Purlieus are certain Lands adjoining to Forefts, 
which in ancient Times were Part of the Foreft, 
but have been iince difaffbrefted. And in any 
Purlieu a Man may lawfully hunt as far as his 
Ground extends; for the Wild Beafts belong to 
the Purlieu Man fo long as they remain in his 
Grounds, and he may lawfully kill them. 

If a ParlieoMan chafe Deer with Greyhounds, 
and they fly towards the Foreft, he may purfae 
them to the Bounds of the Foreft, then ufihg his 
utmoft Endeavours to take off* the Dogs rrom 
the Purfuit; and if the Dogs follow the Deer 
ncverthelcfs In the Foreft, and kill the King's 
Deer there, this is no Offence, if the Owner 
doth not enter into the Foreft, nor meddle with 
the Deer kiil'd. And if the Dogs, fattening up- 
on the Deer before they recover the Foreft, are 
dragg'd into the Foreft by the Deer, the Purlieu 
Mnn may in this Cafe follow hisDogs, and ju- 
ftify taking the Deer. Co. 4 Inft. 303. 

Though theParlieu Man hath a Power to hunt 
on his own Ground, yet the Ranger of the Fo- 
reft may^ as often as any Deer (hall refort to 
the Purlieu , be permitted with his Hound to 
come and rechafe them back again ; and that not- 
wichftanding thefe Purlieus are abfolutelydifaffb. 
refted. Co, ibiJ. Tfe^ 
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The Charter of the Fored of Camuius the Dtatt^ 
King of England^ granted at Wimhefier in the 
Year 1062, being very particular, and for its an- 
cient Date a Curiofity worthy couunanicating to 
my Readers, I here prefent you with it.. 

The Charter I* There fhall be from henceforth 
iff Forefly four of the bcft of the Freemen, who 
granted by have thcir accttftomM Rights fecorM, 
K. Canutus. conftituted in every Province of the 
Kingdom, to diftribute Jaftice, toge- 
ther with due Punifhment, as to the Matters of 
the Foreft, to all People throughout the whole 
Kingdotn ; which four Perfons (hall be called ibe 
Chief JNicn of the Forcll. And thefe ar« now 
called Verderors. 

II. There (hall be under every one of tbe(e four 
one of the middle Sort of Men, who (hall take 
upon them the Care and Charge as well of the 
Vert as the Venifon* And thefe Pertboa are at 
this Time called Regardorr. 

III. Bat fuch Perfons are not to concern them- 
felves in the Admidrationof Jofliice; thousK af- 
ter their taking upon them the Care of theBeafts 
of the Forefts, they (hall- be reputed Freemen. 

IV. Under every one of thefe fliall be two of 
the meaner Sort of Men, Forefters, (now calPd 
Keepers) to take Care of the Venifon by Night, 
and undergo other fervile Offices. 

V. Such mean Servant (hall be free as foon as 
he cakes his Place in the Foreft, and be kept at 
the King's Charge. 

VI. Alfo every one of the Verderors (hall have 
every Year two Horfes, one with a Saddle, and 
another without, one Sword, five Lianoes, one 
Head-piece, one Shield, and two hundred Shillings 
in Silver. 

iVn. Every 
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\ni. Every one of the Regardors co have one 
Horfe, one Lance, oae 'Shield, add fixiy Shil- 
lings in S Iver. 

Vril. Every one of the Keepers one Lance, 
one Crofs-Bow, and fifteen Shillings of Silver. 

IX. That all ibem, as weH Verderors, Regar- 
dors, and Forefters or Keepers, fliall be free from 
all provincial Scmiaions and popular Pleas, ai^d 
from all Taxes concerning the Wars, and from 
^11 foreign Plaints. 

X. That the Cflufes of the Regardors and Fo- 
reRers, and their Corredions, as well Criminal 
as Civil, ihatl be adjudged and decided by <be 
Wifdom and Difcretion of the Verderors : Bat 
the Crimes of the Verderors to be ptiniflied by 
the King. 

XI. The four Verderors fhaU have a Royal 
Power, and four Times in the Year hold the ge- 
neral DemonOrations of the Foreft^ and the For- 
feitures of Vert and Venifon^ where they (ball 
all of them hold Claim or Challenge of any 
Thing touching the Foreft, and (hall proceed to 
a threefold Judgment^ the Party taking with him 
five others. But thePurgation of Fire (hall not 
be admitted, unlefs the Truth cannot otherwife 
be difcovef*d. 

XII. But a Freeman. (if his Crim^e be not i»fer 
tnarhta) may have an honeft Man to take an 
Oath for him; and if he hath not fuch a Pec(bn» 
be (hull be bbliged to iWear himfelf. 

XIII. tf a Stranger or'Forcjgner be challeqg'd 
of the Foreft, and his Circum()ances are To meaa 
that it is not in His Power to procure a Pledge 
to his firft Challenge^ then he (hall undergo the 
King*s Caption, and thece be Ihall (Uy until 
he fuffers the judgment of Iron and Water. 
Bat yet ff any Pcrfon thall offer Yidleace lo -^ 
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Foreigner chat is an Offender, he that injures 
him (hall have the Judgment executed opoa 
himfelf. 

X IV. Whofoever (hall before the Verdcrors of 
the Foreft be guilty of Perjury, and thereof be 
convified) fliall be incapable for ever afterwards 
to be a Witnefs, or give his Tedimooy to any 
Caufe: He (hall lofe the Benefit of the Law, 
and pay ten Shillings for the Ufe of the King. 

XV. Whofoever (hall offer any Violence to 
the Verderors of theFore(l> if he be a Freemao, 
he (hall forfeit his Liberty and all that he hath; 
and \( he be a Villain, his Right-hand Oiall be 
cut off. 

XV L And if any (hall offend again in the like 
Nature, he -(hall fuffer Death. 

XVII. In like Manner, if anyPerfon (hall con- 
tend in a Suit with either of the Verderors, he 
(hall forfeit his Subftance to the King, and pay 
to the Verdcror 40 x. 

XVIII. if anyPerfon (hall commit a Breach of 
the Peace before the Regardors of the Foreft^ he 
ihall forfeit lox. to the King. 

XIX. Whofoever (hall (Irike any of the Regar- 
dors of the Foreft in Anger, (hall be liable to the 
fame Forfeiture as for killing a Royal Bead of 
the Foreft. 

XX. If anyPerfon (hall be taken offending in 
the F'oreft, he (hall fuffer Punilhment according 
to the Manner and Quality of his Offence. 

XXI. The Puni(hment and Forfeiture (hall not 
be the fame of a Freeman, as of one that \% 
not free ; of a Mafter and Servant ; of one that 
is known, and one that is not known: Nor 
fhall the Management of Caufes^ either Civil or 
Criminal, of the Beads of the Forefts, and of 
the Royal Beafts of the Vert, and of the Veni- 

iVin 
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be one and the fame: For the Ctime of 
itine hath beeo always defervedly ranged 
>ngit the greateft Offences that can be com- 
ted in the Forcft ; bat that of Vert is efteeiu'd 
rivtal, that the ForeftLaw fcarcely takes No- 

of it : Neverthelefs, he that oifends therein 
oilty of a Trefpafs in the Foreft. 
CXIL If any Freeman (hall courfe or hunt a 
A of the Fored, fo that by the Swiftnefs 
Coarfe the Beaft pants , and is put out of 
;ath, fnch Freeman (hall forfeit lo /. to the 
ig ; and if he be not a Freeman, he (hall for- 

double. 

ICXIII. But if the M (hall kill any Bead of the 
reft, he (hall pay doable, the fecond Time as 
ich, and the third (ball forfeit as much as he 
i^orth to the King. 

XXIV. And if any or either of them by Cour- 
g or Hunting force a Royal Beaft or Stag to pant, 
i be out of Breath, the Freeman (hall be de- 
vM of his Liberty for a Year, and the other 
: two Years; but the Bondman (ball be efteem- 

an Out-law. 

XXV. But if fuch a Royal Beaft be kill'd by 
y of them, the Freeman (hall lofe his Freedom, 
5 other his Liberty, and the Bondman his 
fc. 

XXVI. Bi(heps, Abbots, and Barons, (hall not be 
lallengM for huiiting in theForeft, unlefs they 
11 Royal Beafts ; but if they kill fuch, they (hall 
ake Satisfadion at the Pleafure of the King. 

XXVII. There are fome Beafts, befides Beafts 
' the Foreft, which are to be accounted for 
f the Laws of the Foreft, while they are 
ithin the Limits thereof, (^viz.) Wild Goats, 
!ares, and Coneys. And there are alfo a great 
[umber of Cattle, within the Limits of the Fo- 
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reft, nndcr the Care of the Regardors, whicb 
cannot be reputed Beafis of the ForeA. And 
Foies and Wolves, they are neither redroned 
ss Beads of thcForeft, or of Vcaerf; and thetC' 
fore whoever kills them is nor liable to any 
Forfehorc: NeverihclefB the killiog tbemwitbio 
the Limits of (he Forcil, is a Breach of the Rornl 
Chafe, and the Offender (hall make a fmall Re- 
cotnpcnce or AcknowledgemcDt of the fame. 
But a Wild Boar, noiwithAaiidiog tie is a Beaft 
of the ForeOj was never efteem'tl a Bead of 
Vencry. 

XXVIII. Ko Man (hall touch or meddle with the 
Wood or Underwood of the Foreft withoot Li- 
cence of the Verderors ; and if any offend hete- 
hj Ir is a Breach of the Royal Qiafe. 

XXIX. Bui ifanyPcrfonihaU cat downa Holly- 
Tree, or any oifaer Tree that produces Food for 
the Wild Bead, beiides making Saittfafiion for 
the Breach of the Royal Chafe, he (hall forfeit 
to the King the Snm of 201^. 

XXX. i[is ordain'd, ihat everyFreemao ITiall 
take Vcoifon or Vert qpon his own Groonds (be- 
ing oQt of the Chafe) at his Pleafare. 

XXXi. No Man of mean Condition fhall keep 
any Greyhotinds. Bat Freemen may keep rocli 
Dogs, provided their Knees are cat before one 
of the Verderors of the Foreft, or without cat- 
ling their Knees, provided the Dof^s are kept 
ten Miles from ihe Llmi[s of the ForeO. Bat 
if Ihe Grcyhonnds Ihall be broaght any nearer to 
the Foreft than that Diftance, the Ownerftiall - 

fay I /. for every Mile. And if any of the fad 
)ngs be found within the PreclnQs of the Fo- 
reft, iheMalkr flialltt>rfejt hit Dog, ind loi. 
in 'Money. 

"XXX-vl Eat 
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XXXII. Boc the liitfe Dogs, v^hicfa manifeft- 
fy appears there is no Danger ftcm, it AtU be lawi. 
ful for any Perfon 10 keep without cutting tlleir 
Kneet. 

XXXIIL But if it h^pptnn that fuch Dogs be^^ 
coined cmui, adid nin at large by the Negligence bf 
ci^eir Matters, fhrs is onlawfal, and the King fball 
be reoompencd fcr the Dacnage, fS<. Bat if tbe]r 
ihall be taken within the Precinct of cfae Forefl^ 
xbe Owners (hall be found our, and pay a Penalty 
of a mean Man, which by an ansiene Law is twd 
handred ' Sbitltiigs. 

XXXIV. If a mad Dog (haN bice a wild Be&tt 
of ibe^Yor«ft, th^ Of*^r thereof (hall niake Re* 
competicd according to the Price of a Freeman, 
whkh is twdf^ Tiints a hundred Shillings. But 
if a Royal Seaft (bal] bebitten by fuch ntad Dog^ 
the Owner ftall be guilty of the greateft Crime. 

TWik weiie the Laws 6f Canuttts, who was thfs 
tfidftf that fei Bounds and Limits toForefts; anA 
^bcy were afterwards confirmed by St. Edward the 
Confeflb^v fPltliiam the Conqueror, Henryl Henrflh 
smd Henry UL who made the famous Chartti de Br 
reftd, I how proceed to fuch Informations which 
may be neceOTary, and worthy the Knowledge of 
a Sport fmao, from the fereral Foreft-Laws tb 
this Titne. " '■• 

And firft, a Foreft being made* and 
Oflkers appointed, there are' ^bcfides Cntrts tf- 
certain proper Lai^s) Courts-, which th9 Wmft 
are incident to, and infeparable from 
the fame, as a Court Baron is incident to a M^tioft 
a Court of Piepowders to at Fair, &e. 

Tbffe Coortif =are, thtf Court i)f Attachmtnt. the 
Court of Swainmote ; and the Court of tbe Lord 
Cbitf Juftice in Ej re. * 



die Voodmoic Cten) it bcU fay the GkmerjrfAi I 
l?9Rft, CO iedf«6 fajurkirdooe to tfe VmnrVrl 
nifoo ; Imt h if ooly, a Conn of BnqncBt ibr ii 
CMSeodcr catfooc jp ibii C«iff tK^ijCMTtaM; icr 
tber catt be be tttadiU faf :iiii,BQdyW itfrfiftskii 
a^sally taken OMrmiimiig ihaXMMPiiiijfael^ 
ftft; bttt by his Ckiodt be au^.Mt^mmHi 

Tbii Cooitt by CUns 4$'F^4» U tobabfi 
once evetv Focqp Days ihro^gb^sw xhi» V«ar; M 
if it be kept at aiiy other Ttmc^eiilterAoaartf 
hter, ditJPfooeedietf ajre fold. s r. \ Vl'jrC-.i; 
- If ajoy O^ctioe be cofamictffcl ia,4w;fMlii 
fdadoQ to tJoderwoodi tfa of the Veitr jtbe.Of^ 
folder may be attached by hb Goodii'.» oppeerii 
the neit. Conn of AttadMneiiit m.^fimmmm 
^ner at..tbeSberiflraud(es ao Actadmeiiljfikfe^'G^ 
tnoQ Law, lo appear at the Tm^*0tfyl(ttf 
Coort. Aod wheo the Attachmeot m nm4^:fk 
Forefter ti to acquaiot the Owner oC iko 4Boiil 
therewitbt Ibr what Caole it is done* and ter 
man him to amear at the next Copff o( Atmk 
meat, there to ftid Pledges to anfwer, &€. 

The Forefter is to keep the Goods attached » 
til the oexs Coart, when be is to e^pole cbem m 
the View of the Verderoisb aod to prefispt cbt OF* 
fence. If the Defendant dqtb.oot Thenappear, the 
Goods aitacb'd ar^ fiMrfeited, and (ball be ibid far 
«bei;ieoftheKii«i:a9dtbe Otfeod^ AaU be a^ 
tach'd a fecond and a third Time, and io sd hfid- 
jmmt ontil he appears and gives Security to anAscr 
at the next Ccmit of the Joftice in Byra^ aiKf thea 
Us Goods are to be dciivefisd no to faiin* 

The(e Art^^chiMM. of Goods are made for afl 
nanoer of fmall Trefpades, where the Dtfcodaot 
js Ml iAualiy taken €ommiiti&( the Oftooe i and 
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if the Defendant be uken in the OlScnce, the Fo* 
refter is to attach bis Body, and bring him before 
the Verdcrors at the Court of Attacbmenr, there 
to find Sureties to anfwer before the Chief Juftice 
in Eyre. 

Where any Perfon fliall make Afjarts or Par- 
preftores in the King's Lands or Woods, there the 
Forefter may attach the Body of the Offender, and 
compel him to produce Pledges to anfwer' the Of* 
£roce at the next Court of Attachments ; and upoa 
his making his Appearance there, he is to be main* 
priz'd until the coming of the Juftice in Eyre. 

Where the Value of the Trefpafs is above 4 d. 
it muft be enroU*d in the Court of Attachment by 
f be Verderors» and fent from thence to the Court of 
Swainmote, to be tried there according to the Laws 
of theForefti but if the Trefpafs is under thst 
Value of 4 1£ the Court of Attachment may de- 
termine the fiime ; wherein the Verderors are to 
afleft a Fine, and caufe the fame to be levied for 
the Ufe of the King, nuiking an Entry thereof oa 
the Rolls. 

The Court of Swdinmtte is a Court held with^ 
sn the Foreft, to which all the Freeholders owe 
Suit and Service^ as the Tenants to a Lord of s 
Matior in a Court- Baron : Thefe Courts of Swain* 
mote are to be held three Times in t Year, vt\» 
Once fifteen Days before the Feaft of Sr. John th» 
fiaptift; Once fifteen Days before Mcbaelntas; 
iind the third Court to be held about the Feaft of 
St. Martin in the Winter. The Verderors are 
Judges of this Court, but at every Court there 
muft be a Steward learned in the Laws of the Fo^ 
reft. j10 Forefi. c 11. 

Prefentments of Oftences io Vert and VenifoQ, 
are to be made in the nei^ Swainmote before she 
VerdetorS} Regarders, Foreft^ii,A%\ft»t\%tA^>^^x 
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Minifters of the fame Foreft, (Sc and Indidments 
made in any other manner, (ball be void. 

And by tbe Statute i Ed, ). c. 8. the Freeholders 
and all other good and lawful Men of the Fdreft, 
are to appear at this Court, and make Inquefts, 
Juries, C^c. 

The Steward generally givea in Charge at this 
Courr,^ fevetal Offences , vi:{. Selling Acomi) 
Agiftments to the prejudice of tbe Deer. Aflarts, 
Deer kiifd without-Warrant, Dogs not taken up 
paffing through the Foreft» Extortions of Officers, 
Fences negleded, whether any Hares kill*d in the 
Foteft, Hogs in the Foreft not ring'd, the Number 
put in, Hunting, Inclofing any part of the Foreft, 
Meets, Mills out of Repair, Mines, Nets kept by 
Pcrfons, Pounding Cattle, Purlieus, unlawfulHunt- 
log there, Purprefturcs, Sheep, Suit and Senria, 
Surcharge of tbe Foreft, Timber fell*d. Vert, fel- 
ling Oaks, (Sc. Waifs and Strays, Wayi, Warrart$ 
executed, &c. 

Offences committed in the Purlieus, may be tried 
in this Court, but no Judgment is to be given, or 
Execution awarded, 'till dietermined at the Court 
ofthejoftice in Eyre. 4 /»/?. 289. 

The Court of Jujiice-Seat is a Court held by 
the Chief Juftice in Eyre of the Foreft ; and it can- 
not be held oftner than every third Year, when the 
Prefentments of the Court of Attachment and In- 
di(5l:inent$ of rhe Swainmote, entei*d on the Rolli 
by the Vcderors, and feal*d with their Seals, arc 
to be prefcnted to ihe Chief Juftice, 

The Chief Juftice of the Foreft is an Officer of 
great Honour and Authority ; and tbe Office is to 
be executed by, a Peer who is a Privy Counfellor. 
When he is made Chief Juftice in Eyre by tbe 
King'$ Commifldot), tie has in afl Cafety Power 
' equal to any oihct )u&\ce ol O^tx \ %t^i^ V«t <^ti 
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puni(h all TrefpafTes of the Fartlt, according to *■ 
the Laws of the Foreft, determine Claims of Li- 
berties, Francbifes, Qc. fiuc if a Juftice-Seac fuffec 
any Injuftice, or permit Claims where they ougbc 
DOC, the Record may be removed by Certiorafi into 
the King's fiench, and be determined there. 

Tde Juftices of the Foreft are to punifli Offen- 
ders indi(Sf d at the Swainmore, b:ing prefented be- 
fore them at the Seffions, by Fine and Imprifon- 
ment at their Dlfcretion. And Juftices in Oyer^ 
and Jaftices of Peace* and all other Juftices, buc 
the ] uftices of the Foreft. are prohibited to bear and 
determine Offences of the Foreft* Cbarfa Forefi^t^ 

Trefpaffes committed in a Foreft, are to be tried 

. on!y by the Juftices of the Foreft* and are punilh- 

able only by Charta Fonjl^ ; the Foreft-Laws being 

appointed for that Purpofe, and differ from all o« 

tber Laws* ii H.j. 

The Court of Jaftice-Seat » may punifh Mif* 
behaviour or abuflve Words* by impofing a Fine, 
And at a Court of Swainmote when a Prefent- 
ment was made of Trees felled^ the Party decia* 
led in the Court, that the Bulinefs^ was carried 
againft him with a high Hand^ that when the Pro- 
fecutors had done, he would have the Matter heard 
in another Place and ftick ciofe to them, (^c. for 
which he was fined i oo /. and committed until he 
paid ir. Sir Cha. HoP^ariTs Cafe* Joneses ^ep. 274. 

When a Court of Juftice-Seat is to be held, the 
Chief Juftice iffues out his Wacrant or Precept, ta 
the Sheriff of the County in which the Foreft lies* 
requiring him to fammon all Archbilbops, fiifliopiB 
Earls, Barons, Knights* and others their free Te*>. 
nancs, who enjoy any Lands or Tenements withii% 
the Bounds of the Foreft : And alfo to fummoo 
four Men and the Reeve, ^^d Q^^. ^^ ^^v\. 
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ancienr Borough within the Limits of the Forcft; 
twelve good Men and other Freeholders, who 
ought to appear before the Chief Juftice in Ejfc, 
to compel them to make their Appearance aoconl' 
ingly upon a particnlar Day. 

The Sheriff is Jikewife to make ProcfamatioQ is 
^he feveral Boroughs, Towns, Fairs, Markets, and o- 
ther publick Places tbroaghout the County* That il 
Perfons who claim to have any Grants of Lfber- 
ties, Franchifes, or free Caftoms in the Forefi', fbaO 
appear before the Chief Juftice in Eyre* or bis De- 
puty, at the faid Day and Place, to fet forth ibe 
Extent of their Liberties ; and that all Perfim 
who are attached for Vert or Venifon lo the Fo* 
l^ft fince the lafl Cbnrt, and all Pledges and Mi- 
BQcaptors who were bonnd to appear, fliatthqf 
(hall appear acccordingly. 

This Proclamation made by the SberifF, of the 
bolding this Court, is to be made forty Days b^ 
fore the fame is held. 

Before the holding of the General Seffions, th 
Chief Juflice is Hkewife to iflue out a Writ direcfled 
to the Sheriff, with a (hort Abftradl of all fodi 
Matter;^ as the Regarders of the Forefl are to in- 
quire into, annexed to it ; and when the Regar 
ders have made their Range, and affirmed at the 
Swainmote or Court of Attachments, all fact 
Things which they found in their Survey, thfj 
are to prefent the fame to the Cbj^f Juftice in 
£yre. 

When the Juftice in Eyre, and thofe in Commif 
fion with him, are come to the Place appointe<i 
for bolding of the Court, the Commiflion is to b< 
firft read, then the Officers are to be called, and 
the Lifts of Names of the Freeholders , and all 
other Plerfbns who Wf re (ummoned to appear, an 
io bg allied over : Then out o( xVa Bi^^fanlders 
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and other fubftantial Perfons prefent, there iiiiift 
be cbofen a Jury of 149 iOi or 1 8» who are ta 
have Oaths adminiftred to them, to inquire and 
true Prefentment make of all fuch Things which 
fhall be given them in Charge. 

The Charge to the Jury, and Precedents of War* 
rants, Precepts, fSc. youil find at large in Man^ 
wooifs Foreft^Laws. 

There is bat one Chief Juftice on this Side 
TVeif/; and the Court of Juftice-Seat is commonly 
held by Deputy, jitmo 10 Car. i. the Earl cS 
jRcSand Chief Juftice in Eyre appointed Mr. Juftice 
yones^ Baron Trevor, and Serjeant Bri^emMn, De' 
puties* to hold a Juftice-Seat at Dean for the Foreft 
of Dem 10 Gbucefierjhire ; but the King generally 
appoints Aflbciates to the Chief Juftice. 

The Chief H^arden of the Foreft is 
a great Officer, and is next to the o$(tfs #/ the 
Juftice <i the Foreft, to bail and terep. 
difcharge OflTenders > he may like* 
iN^ife keep a Deputy, but he is no judicial Officer* 
The Conft^ble of the Caftle where a Foreft is^ is 
always of Coarfe the Chief Warden of that Foreft; 
by the Laws of the Foreft. 

A Vcrderor of a Foreft is a judicial Officer, ele- 
(9ed in the Cbumy-Court of the Shire where the 
Foreft is fituated, by Vertuc of the King's Writ ; 
when he is chofen, he has an Oath adminiftred to 
him by the Sheriff, to maintain and keep the Af- 
fizes or Laws of the Foreft, and alfo to infpe(5i:, re- 
ceive and inroll, and certify all Attacfamenrsi Pre- 
fentments, &c. of Trefpaffes relating to Vert and 
Venifon committed in the Limits of the Forefts. 

His Office in other Particulars, is much like 
tinro that of a Gwoner, in refped to Beafts of 
the Foreft ; for if he finds any wild Beaft killed* 
or wounded in the Foreft, he is to %o v^i^ x>8g« 
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ibe (zmCf and caufe ao Inquifitioo ci> be n 
ajury of twelve Meo, cbolen from the nc 
^Towof io the For eft, how fucfa ficaft: wa 
or wounded | as a Coroner doc$ when a i 
ffain. ^, 

. A l^|4r Jer is an Officer fwom to vif^w 
qoirc ot all 0£f<inccs coxawitied hn tbd Fore 
of all Concealments, Defaults nf.Forefters, 
thct Officers of cbe Foreft, ^c; And th 
three Sorts of tbcm, viY one orade by tb 
by Letters Patent, whereby the faid Office i 
times granted in Fee> but cominonJy fo 
Aootbet Sore appointed by the Lord Cbi^l^ 
in Eyre» or .bjr Writ dire&ed to the SlieirU 
are to evercife their Offices oivly duriog-thc 
Pleafure : Aiid a third Sore of. Reganles 
for the prefent Service of the Court of Swai 
or appointed to fierve at fome other Time 
Abfence of another Regarder that is fick cur 
wife difabled to execute his Office. 

A Fare/ier is an Officer conftituted by ] 
Fateot, to hold the Office either in Fee, (w 
is to pay a yearly Fee-Farm-Rent) for Life, 
rante beneplacito ; and fometimes a Foreftei 
his Office by Prefcription : His Bufinefs is to p: 
tht Vert and Venifon within his Walk i to 
TrefpafTers, and prefent the Offenders and i 
cachments at the Courts of Atuchment ai 
Swainmote. 

. Tbis Officer hath commonly Servants nnde 
CO execute the Office in looking after the 
and taking Care of the Deer therein , whict 
the Appellation of Under- Forefters or K 
And every Forefter when he is firft called, 
to deliver his Horn to the Chief Juftice in Ey 
OA his Kneeii 




An Agiftor i& an Officer cbac attends upon cIm 
King's Woods and Lands in tfae Forcft, to tec^iTe 
and take in the Beafts and Cact!e>of Peribns, being 
Inbabiunts of the Foreft* to have Common and 
Herbage at ceruin Ratei4and Prices for the Ufa 
and Profit of the Kjng; add this taking in of Cat* 
tie is called Agiftmenr. 

A Ranger is not properly a Ferett-Officcr^ but 
be is a oonfiderable Officer belonging to the Foreft y 
bis chief Bafinefl is to determine Matters r^ fating 
to Venifon coming out of the Forett into the 
Purlieus. 

Minifters of the Foreft (hall not be 
put apon any Affife, Jury or Inqueft, L#v/ 4mk 
to be taken out of the Bounds of haw Cafi^ 
the Foreft; 34 B. i* 

No Conftable or Bailiff (hall hold Pleas of Fo^ 
refts for Green Hue, or Hunting* but the Foreiiec 
fluiH attach fuch Pleas, and prcient them to the 
Vetderors of the Provinces, to inrol them and pre^ 
&nt them under Seal unto the Chief Juitice of the 
- ForeV. S^a^.^a.^. 

No Officer of a Forefl: fliall take or impfifoit^ 
any Perfon without a lawful Indidinent ; ard if 
any Felony be comofitred in a Foreft, it is did, it 
fliail be inquired Into before the Judges ot the 
Cbmmon Law, and does not belong to the Ci.ief 
)nfticeof the Foreft* 

By the Foreft-Lawt whoever receives a Malel 
fa<ftor wirfain the Foreft either in hunting or 
killing of Deer, knowing him tb be fuch an Of*> 
fender, or receives any of the. King's Veniloa 
knowingly, is a principal TrerpilTer : But at Comr 
mon Law fuch a Receiver h^tHy AectflUry. 

If any Perfon (hall take Deer it> a Fo eft, llicls 
taking is only a Trefpafs ; bit if the Deer be ki^ 
led by tbe rorefter, and afiec w^tdiv c^w^ ^^"^ 



io6 Jbt Comfkat SfOTtfmMH. 

by another, it is Felony i and the Offender dull j 
fuffer at in other Cafes of Felony. 

And fo in refped: to Timber, a Forefter wis ir 
didted for felonioufly cutting down and carrying 
away feveral TiinberrTrees i thoogh the Judge 
would not permit an Arraignment for Felony op* 
on that Indidment, becaufe the Trees which are 
growing are annexed to the Freehold, (of which a 
Man cannot commit Felony, ) yet if the Trees bad 
been cut down by the Proprietor, and then tk 
Forefter had carried them away, this would a- 
mount to Felony. 

And to take and carry away Corn growing oo 
the Grouod, Fifli in a River, or Pidgeons abroad, 
is no Felony: But if the Com be car by die 
Owner, and afterwards carried away by another, 
or Fi(h be taken after they are put into a Trank 
by the Owner, or Pigeons be taken from a Pi- 
geon- Hoafe > thefe Offeoces ate Felony* iiit 
18 H 8. 

Where Felony is committed in a Foreft, Hoe and | 
Cry may be taken out to purfue the Felon wherr 
foever he goes, as after a Felon at Common Law, 
until be is apprehended and brought tcVJiiftice : 
But if the Offence be only Trefpa&^ Qji^e whe- 
ther the Forefter can purfne the Qfiender with 
Hue and^Cry, out of the* Boundaries of^tbe Forclt 

When aiqr Injury is done to the Foreft, in 
bunting and deftroying the wild Beafts tbereof» 
and the Offender being detedled flies for the fame, 
the Forefter or any other Officer, (ball foribwitb 
make an Outcry onto the Inhabitants and next 1 
Dwellers in the Foreft, requiring them in the ' 
King's Name, to aid and affift in theParfuit of the , 
Offender, from Town to Town, Village to Vil- ' 
iagty &c. within the Limits of the Foreft. 
if any Perfon IhaU ne%\t& ot ttVoSt v^ ^flELCLin 



the Pur rait after Hue and Gry made, tlie Defaulc 
of fuch Perfon (hall be preiented at the next Swain* 
mote, and 00 Convi<ftion according to the Lawsol 
the Foreft, he Ihali be fined i and a Towofliip or 
Vill which it faulty, may be fined, bin. Lmc. 7. 

If an Offender being purfiied with Hue and Cry, 
fball make any Refinance when apprehended wiih^ 
io the Limits of the Foreft i and the Foreftcr or 
other Perfimt which cooae in to hit Afiliftaoce hap- 
pen to kill him* they (ball not be arraigned for the 
izmct or undergo any Puni(bment. Contra out of 
the Bounds of the Forcff. 

The Meett and Boundaries of Forefts, are iai-^ 
moveable at the King haih an Iniereft in them ^' 
and the Officert of the Foreft ought to be well ac- 
quainted wiih them, that when ibey proceed to* 
make their Views, in relation to Devaftation of the 
Woods or. Coverts, and inquire into Ofiences com- 
mitted, and all fuch Articles which they are by 
their Oaths bound to prefent, they may make le- 
gal Inquifitions, and proceed in their Offices with 
Safety : Thefe Boundaries are known eithsr by~ 
Prefcription or by Matter of Record. 

By the Statute of 17 Car. i. c. 16. the Meets/ 
Limits,^ Meersy and Boundaries of all Forefts, (halk 
be taken, adjudged, and deemed to extend no fai^ 
ther ^a» commonly reputed, ^ known, ufec^^^. «.? 
or taken to be, iSc. in the loth Year of Kinjj|s^ 
yames h and not beyond in any wife $ anjr-Per*^^ 
ambulations, &c. to the contrary notwitbftandingpj^ 

A Dwe]!i:ig-hou(e or Mill that isa Mark>oftbe 
Foreft, the King hath no Intereft in, by R«afoa 
the(e are no Covert or Relief for the wild Beafts : 
But a> Man may not fifli in a River, which is ^ 
Boundary or Meer of the Foreft, without a War- 
rant for that Furpofe, becaufe 'tis Parcel of the Fo*> 
reft; And if any Perfon Ihall haul ovkvtil \SMt!SSao^v 
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Deer in any River, Highway* &€. being afl k* 
clofiTe Boundary of the Foreft^ the OflfeocSt ileqail 
c6 killing Deer in the Midft of the Forcft» chongl 
the Incereft in cbe Soil of the Highway bdodgs la 
another Mao. Affij^u tf Pick^rif^ dtmo 8 £dt 91 
a/»/?, 318. 

Perfoni may hunt the Hare and keep Spooicli 
within the Liberties of tbeForeft, on laying- Cla^ 
10 fuch Privilege ; but withottc Claiai ic: is no- 
lawfa!* 

Maftiffii espfditatedi :and little Pqgf» may be 
kept in a Foreft ; but no other Dogs, wicbout Tod 
Claim^ or by Vertue of a Gtant frond the King, or 
the Owner of the Foreft. 

The Regarders of the Foreft are ctery.< third 
Yeai* to fee what Dogs are expedicated, aa!d what 
not I and if thcrfe appears Upon Eaamlnation to be 
any Dogs not expedicated^ the Regardera are (fr 
rrcfenttfae fame, with the Names of the Ownen: 
Whereupon the Dogs are to be produced 1 and ez^ 
peditated by Perfons appointed in- the Court of 
Svi/'ainmote, and the Owners fhail be amerced s s. 

The Regarders have an abfolu re Power on the 
View and Inqutfiu'on of expeditating Dogs, for 
they may alTefs the Fine themfelvesj and upon- 
their Prefentment certified, and returned of Re« 
cord before the Verderors, the Fine may be levied 
prefently* 

If a Man is indicted for keeping a Dog in the 
Foreft not expediraced, aod he pleads, That *cis not 
Ills Dogi this IS not a good Plea, without fetting 
forrh the Property to be in fome other Perfon, 

The Manner of expediiiting Dogs, is to cut off 
three Claws of the Fore-feet by the Skin, wiih a 
Chizcl^ by this Means the Dogs will be incapable 
«;f hurting the Deer ; and Dogs which are allowed 
rfr he kipr in the Foreft, muft be inch which are 
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not 4Wd<of tbcmfelve^to 10 jure cbe wild Beafts of 
the:FQreft; cboQgh there ii no- Law co ezpediutt 
Qreyhoundi* 

In refped: to the keeping of Beafts xo a Foreft, 
^ a Man who bath Cocomoti appendant or appur* 
tenant in a Foreft for a certain Niimber of fieafts, 
doth common there with more than bb Nomberi 
then he fiircharges the Foreft* and is a Trcfpaffcr 
puoifiiaMe by . the Lskvs of the Forcft, at well ai 
the Cooimoo Law \ for by foch Surcharge, the wild 
Beafts are neceffitated to find Pafturage in other 
Places jiffif. 11. f. 63. 

AH Manner of Beafts are cotnoeionable in a Fb* 
refts (ekcepc Goat^ Sheep and Hogs^ and tverj- 
Inhabitant in a Foreft who hach Common ftppitrte^L 
nanr^ that' if, who cto prelcribe to tbd! fome/: ii» 
the King's wafte Soil« or id the waftc Soil of anjr 
other > as belonging to his Dwelling* Hotife or his 
Lands* may tiaTe Commoa in a For«ft, 

And if the Forefters or other Officers, difturb 
the Cattle of any PeHba or Townfliip in taking 
Commoo in the Foreft, or extort any. Money for 
the (Xn^ *iis finable at the Court of Juftice-^Seat. • 

But for a Surcharge of the ComttioiH the Com** 
ihoii (flail be fcized into the King's Hands i for by 
the Foreft-Laws, whoever bath or daimetb any^ 
Liberty or Profit in a Foreft» either by Grant or 
Pr«rcriptton» and abufeth the iamc, by iifing it in 
another Manner than warranted by hit Title, this 
is good Caufe of ^iaeufe $ but may be reftCrcd oa 
Payment of a Fhwi Cafe of the Prior of Lammfitr^ 

When the Common Of a Foreft is fo much iut*- 
charged, that tfaete is not fufficieni Pafture Jefc for 
the I>eer^ upon Complaiat made by the OSbers of 
the Fomett, a Commidion wiJi iflue oat of the 
Chanc^ry^ diretSed to the Kif^g's Lieutenant of the 
Foreft, and the Verdexors and chief Fot^&tn vV^rxv 
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cominaading them lo inqaire by f heOacbi of twehft 
Men, into what Nuinber of Acres the Place coo- 
taini, wherein the Surcharge is repre fenced to be 
made » and what Nnmber of Beatts are oominoii" 
ing therein, and whofe they are ; what ParidieSi 
Villages and Hamlets ought of Right to eojof 
Common there; how many Meffisagesaod Cottages 
thereare in eachof them ; and how many Acresof 
Lund do belong to e? ery Hoofc : Then by com* 
putiog the NDdaber of Bcafts« the (ame may well 
commons fo as to leave fufficsent Paftm'e for tbe 
Deer, they (hall rate and apportido every Man, 
what Number of Beafts, and of what Species be 
may keep ; and if any Perfon keeps more be is a 
Sarcharger of the Foreft. 

If any Perfon (ball affart or inclo(e any ljknd% io 
the Foreft oat of the King s Lands, held either io 
his own Fee or in the Fee of any other Man, he 
(hall be fined for the 0(Feace f but on Compofitioo- 
with the King or Chief Jaftice, andjpaying a year- 
ly Rent, he naay continue the Inck>iures. And to* 
make any Encroachment on the King witbMt 
Warrant, is a Purpre(km:e both by the Foreft-Law 
and Common Law. 

To build any Houfe within the Soil or Wafte 
of any Perfon in a Foreft, or if a Man boilds a 
Houfe in the Foreft on his own Land, it is a Par* 

Etftureand an Annoyance to the Foreft and Game; 
r which the Perfon is to be fined, or to pay a 
certain Rent. And if the Land on which Parpre* 
ftare is made, is granted to another, both the 
Grantor and Grantee (hall be amerced. 

Where a Man wrongfully incroaches any Thing 
to himfelf in a Foreft, either upon the King or up- 
on any other Perfon, or takes npon him(elf any 
Jurifdidion or Franchife there without a lawfbl 
WamnXt tbefe are Purpteftucca« 
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By the Laws of the Foreft, a Man may fell 
Firewood, or other neoeflary Boots, by the View 
of the Forefters or Verderors ; but he may ooc 
cat any Timber or other Wood for Sale» without a 
Writ of Ai quod darmmnu And if a Man have 
Freehold in a Chafet be may cut his Timber and 
Wood growing upon it, withoQt View or Licence 
of any ; but if bt felleth fo much, that there is 
not fufficient left for Covert, and to maintain the* 
King's Game9 he (ball be puniflied at the Suit of the 
King. 

A Gfdnt af a fark, h Levins Patent. 

rB if l(.L £ 5, by the Grace of God, King of S$^ 
^ landy Scotland, Franco and heland^ Defender of 
the Faichi &e. %0 {dl to whom thefe prcfent Let- 
ters hitenis Oiali come, Greeting : llttOiD f e> That 
we ef our fpeciai Grace and meer Motion hare 
giren and granted, and by thefe Prefents do give 
and grant for us and our Heirs and Succeflbrs» unto 
ouf well-beloved Subjed A.B. of, &r. Efq; the 
Liberty of one Park for wild fieafts, and alfo free 
Warren in all his Demefne Lands, of and within 
his Manor or Lordihip of, &e. in the County of, &e. 
with all Privileges which to fudi Liberty .of Park 
and Warren do belong or appertain: WulfBlbCt 
bold and enjoy , the faid Liberty of Park and 
Warren to the faid A. B. his Heirs and Afligns in 
all his Demefne Lands aforelaid, fo that no Perfon 
or Perfons flmll enter into the faid Lands, to hunt 
in them, or any Part thereof, or prefume to take 
any Thing in them which belongeth to a Warreo» 
withoiyt the Licence and G)nfent of the faid A, B. 
and Ml Heirs, under the Petulcy of, (Sc any A&, 
Statute, or Ordinance to the contrary notwith- 
flanding: $n WtttiefS whcccQC v««^\^^^^^^^ 

i 
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tbefe our Letters to be made Pateoci. 7SSU6X(lSi 
our felf at fyeftmnfter, (3c. 

A IVanmt fir Deer yearly. 

IT i^to adtt ^etl by there Prefents* That J Z 
-'^ Ouke of U Marquis of* c^c. ^^^$t given 
aod granted, and by tbefe Prefeots do gire and 
grant .unto 4^ B. of, dc Genu x>ne Stag- and two 
Bucks in tbe Summeri and one Hind and a Brace 
of Does in the Winter, yearly and every Year to 
be taken in and from my Parks of, e^*^* in tbe 
County of, &c. or in the Chafe of, &c. during 
my Ltfe. 3Un I do hereby licence and autho- 
rize the faid A. B. and his fufficienc Deputy, yearly 
during the Term aforefaidt in tbe Seafons conve- 
nient and proper, to enter my faid Parks (calling 
my Keeper or Keepers thereof with him) and there 
to..hnnt and kiil tbe faklDeer, and them to carry t- 
way at his Pleafure,with fucb a Number of Perfons 
as he (ball think neceflary. jStttO fttrQrer,! d6 hereby 
order> That if tbe faid if. B. fliall not think firto 
take upon him tbe Trouble of going to my faid 
Parks to kill the faid Deer, That then my Keeper 
or Keepers of my faid Parks for the Time being, 
upon an Order figned by the faid A^ B, for 
the doing thereof, Aall kill and deliver yearly the 
faid Stag and Brace of Bucks in the Summer, 
and one Hind and two Does in tbe Winter, at: 
aforefaid,.for the fole Ufe and Benefit of the faid 
yf. B* wi^houi any Delay or Denial whaifoever. 

3inWlitm(B, Scc 



TJk^C^mffta.^^^ It) 



j§ Warrant fir the KjlUi^ of a Brace of Suckf. 

^OV 2tt\ftr€hy, reqair^td tokifl .aoddellvet 
-"--.iitit^ il^A:JB^.-oneuBcace. 6f fat Bocks of 
this iSeafonv for which this (hall be a fufficicnt War- 
rant. (JBiX^tn under my Hand, &c. 
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To C. D. Keeper of my 
Park of^ etc. 
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PART Hi 



Of Fijb and Fiflnng ; the moft fua 
Methods of Angling ; the only ^ 
Bdts^ Tackle^ and ameable Seajo. 
tiding all Sorts of FiJb ^ and tl 
vers wherein they art to be founds 
the LA WS and Statutes relatl 
Fifiing^ 8k^ 



AS the Sportfman cannot be compf 
out a tollerable Knowledge in i 
of Angling, I make it the Bnfir 
my third and laft Part of tbit 
tifet to inquire into, and fully lay down the ; 
Ways and Methods of fucceeding in this agi 
Diverfion; fo that you may not be unacqi 
with any one Particular, which may contrii 
tnd facilitate the Fleafures of a Country Lif 
And in Purfnance of my Meibod ^^^ 
throughout this Work, I (hall begin with tl^HE 
rials in general neceflary for the Compleat A 
fvcb ai file Fifhing Rod, Lines^ Hooks^ &e. 
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Voor FUbiog^Rod for a Ground- 

ibottld be about fifteen or fix- F'fhing.Kodt. 
reen Foot in Length* nine or ten 
Foot whereof to be of Cane, wherein a Top of 
Hade confifting of one or two Pieces, and making 
five or fix Foot in Length is to be placed, and at the 
Ead of that a foaall Piece of round, fmootfa and 
taper Whatebone five or fix Inches long, is to be 
fixed with ftrong Silk well rubbed with Shoe- 
makers-Wax ; and at the End of the Whale- 
bone, whip a ftrong Noofe of Hair^ or a (bore 
Piece of Siik , to faften your Line co. The 
Stifihefs of the Gine is helped by the Length of 
the Top $ and this Sort of Filhuig-Rod is in ibme 
Refpeds more convenient than any other, cement- 
ed in one intire Piece; for if your Hook be intan* 
gled in Wood, Weeds or other Trumpery at the 
Bonom of the River, you may take out the Top 
of your Rod ; and inftead thereof, fix in a forked 
Stick of Hail^ and follow the Line therewitht un- 
til you come to the Hook, when it will loofen. 
• Your Rod for a running Line in a clear River 
for Trout , Salmon « &e. and for Fly* Angling, 
Ihould be of two or three Pieces of Hafle, (two if 
you can procure them of a fufficienr Length,) and 
a Piece of Whalebone about fix Inches long, all 
fmooth, round and taper, proportionably fitted to 
each other, and neatly pieced together with fine 
Wax-Thread, wherein you are to cut the Pieces 
for five or fix Inches in Length flopewife, fo as at 
the Places of joining it may be no larger than any 
Part o^ the Rod of either Side it. The Month of 
fktember is the only Time for cutting your HaHe- 
Srocks and Tops, by Reafon at this Seafon they are 
ff eeft fronl Sap ; and they are to be bound up 10 
fiutidles, and put either in a Chimney where there 
b a moderate Heat, or in fot&t QK\»r Wt«ite)^Nak^^ 
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to make tben tougb, for about a Fortnigbt : Tbn 
you are to take ibem down and kt tbem ftrak, 
putting them up in the Chimney again fen: the like 
Space as .before ; an^l after that, let tbeoi continue 
fomc Tiaae \r\ a dry Place before ufed. 

Some Anglers prefer Stocks cut cue of tbid 
Deal Boards planed, and fhot round taper wife 
with Pieces of Hafl^, Eugb» and Whalebone to top 
and compleat your Rod, which flnuld be fevcntccn 
Foot in Length $ but the(e Rods are not to be pro. 
cured without Difficulty and Expence, and the o^ 
ther Rods I have experienced do full as well. 

Your Top for Fly*Angltngand for running Lioef 
for Trouc, ought to be very gentle in the firft Cafci 
to preferve your Lines (which are always very fine 
for this Filhing.) when you hang a Filh; and in the 
laft Cafe» that the Fifli may more eaSly and witlr 
out Interruption run away with fthe Bait. Bat 
your Rods for Perch,. Carp* Tench, Roacbi 
Dace, &c. (hould not be fo very gentle 9 they 
ought to be pretty ftiff, fo that the Rod may ezadly 
anfwer the Motion of the Hand, when yoH ftrike; 
otherwife you will be in Danger of lofingy oar Fiflk 

For the Length of Fifliing-Rods in general, yoo 
are to proportion them to the Breadth of the Ri* 
ver, but you are always to make Ufe of a Rod foil 
as long as the River will bear, and toobferve that 
the fame be rery well mounted, and not the leaft 
top heavy. 

For the Colour of your Lines, 
of FJjhing' Lines. Hair ot. a Sorrel, Chefnut or 

brownilh Colour, is the beft for 
Groand«Ang1tng , efpecially in muddy Waters i 
they being not only the Colour of the Gravel or 
Sand,, but of the Water alfo. Your white and 
grey, or duskifti white Hair, Ubeft for clear Ri- 
vers / and fome ufe ibt ^2l\^ >N3A.tt^ Green for 
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nreedy Rivers in cbe Samcxier. Yoar Hair ought 
CO be choftn frocn a Scone-Horfe or a ftrong heal- 
thy Gelding, of aboot four or five Years old, from 
the middle Part of his Dock. And when youir 
Hair is procured, yoa are to deep ic twelve Hours 
in cold Spring* Water immediately, then wafli it 
very well from the Filch, without ftraining any 
of the Hairs, and bang it up to dry three or fotfr 
Days in your Kitcbin, b«t not too near the Fire; 
and when it is throdghly dry, put it either in a Cafe 
made of Parchmeor, a Bag, or Paper, and lay it 
by in a Box or Deslc, 

In the making of your Lines, never ftretcb or 
ftrain any of the Hairs before ufed ; for then tb^ 
will (brink, and not only make your Line irregu- 
lar but weaken 4r. Four or five of your lewer- 
muft Links are to be of the beft Hair, the Hairs of 
eqoal Bignefs, even, roond^ and free from Galls, 
Fretf, &c. And many Anglers in Trout Fifhtng, 
fldvife the two Links next the Hook, to confifl of 
three Hairs each ; then one Link of four, at Tdp 
whereof to have a Water-noofe ; then Links of four, 
live, ^x and fcven Hairs to the topmoft Lihk, 
which is an approved MethcK) in general, where 
Rivers are ftocked with large Trours. And Hooks 
are feidom whip'd to any Line,eitber for Ground or 
Fty-Angling that exceeds two, three or four Links 
in Length, hiving a fmall Loop or Water-noofe to 
the uppermof^ Link. 

The twifting the Hair even and nf'at, gives it 
Sircingth ; for (he attaining whereof, work it fiovv- 
ly, and neither too hard nor too ilack; and when 
you have twilled your Links, lay them in cold Wa- 
ter for an Hour, then twift tbem over again before 
you tie them into a Line, and yoar Hairs wii| not 
any of tbem (brink in the uSog of your Lines, 
Somt Anglers mix Hair and SiUl ui|is\VA\> \a?Qx>^^ 
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Lines are 6oc generally approved; either all Halt 
or all white dilk is efteemed much better. 

Your Lines for the Fly ought to be coofidcrabir 
longer than the Rod, which the experienced Angler 
will eafily caft ouc 4nd manage. The runoiag 
Worm-Line in a dear River for Trout,Grayliqg,4sr(Si 
fome Anglers advife to be longer than the Rod; 
others approve a Line of equal Length with ibe 
Rod, and a third Sort would have it a Yard or 
two (borter than the Rod, which laft I matt con* 
kb I prefer to either of the former. The Lbe 
for running Worms In muddy Water, ought not ro 
exceed half the Length of the Rod, And the 
Line for Float-Angling, (hould be as long or rather 
longer than the Rod for Rivers, but ihorter than 
the Rod for Ponds and ftanding Waters. 

Your Hooks for Fly-Fifhing and 
H^ftf Fi/h' for Cod Bait ought to be generally 
ing. (mail, but larger for Worms i^ the 

Wire of the Hook Ihould be (inall, 
but fuch ai will not ftreich ; the Points to well tem- 

E?red, that they will not become doll with Piflitng, 
ut ftiil preferve their Keenpefs $ let the Hooks be 
long in the Sbank, and of a Compafs fomewhat in- 
clining to round, but the Point muft ftand even 
and ftreight, and the Bendiqg muft be in the 
Shank. 

You are to proportion your Hooks for Strength 
and Compafs, to the Number of Hairs you angle 
with next your Hook ; and ufe not a fmall Hook 
to great Baits, nor a great Hook to fmall Baits. 
Tronts in clear Rivers, Salmon, Smelts, Rocb- 
Dace, Gudgeon, C^c, are to be angled for with fmall 
Hooks ; Trouts in muddy Waters with great 
Hooks ; Barbels and Chubs mofl have large Hooks; 
and Pearch, Carp, Tench, Bream and Eels, are to 
beilbed for with Hooka o( ^ Vt& Svia^ mt to large. 



Wbeo you fist cm your Hook, (which (it ftiled 
Armiog, Fiting or Whipping) yon are to perform it 
vich Imall ftrong Sillc well wased, laying your > 
Hair on the iofikle of the Hook. Your Hooks for 
Angling with Woroas are ^nerally tied on with 
rcd-Gokmred Silk ; but for Pafte, Cod-bair, ^e. 
wUte-coloored Silk it beft. And fome ufe Flax or 
Hempt others Hair for this Purpofe. 

The Hooks made by one Demun of ^rkJUrei 
are efteemd the beft i the L$ndm Hooks are of too 
thick Wire , and too open bent for a fncGefsfnl 
Fiihing. 

So much for Obfenrations in general, relating to 
Tackle to be furniflied by the Angler: I now come 
to the particular Methods of Filhiog ; the beft 
Baits, Scafoos, Rivers, ^e. for the ukinjg of all 
Sorts of Fi(b » and commence my Informations with 
the Angling for the Salmon, which is efteemcdth^ 
King of aU Frelh- Water Fifli. 

Af^Hi^ far the Sdlmm. 

: The Salnum is to be found in large deep Rivers 
and violent Streams, having gravelly weedy Bottoms, 
and which empty themfelves into the Sea i they de- 
light in the deepeft and broadeft Part, and are 
commonly to be found near the Banks, wherein are 
hollow rocky Cavities, and (ooietimes in the Mid- 
dle of the Stream near the Ground; they are in 
their Nature reftlefs, always endeavoorine to attain 
the Spring-Head, fo that at fome Seafons in the 
Year no Wears will keep them back. 
' There are feveral Baits prefcribed for the uktng 
of tliif Fifli, vij{. the Worm, the Minnow, the 
FIy» but the Lob ot Garden- Worm well fooured is 
i(bc oolv Bait. Your Line ought to be made of 
. white dilk, and your Hook 10 bt Vict%%> V»:«Sr% 
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litfee or fonr fnall Ptftol^Siillets; cibcNit'twel?e or 
fbnnceo Inches Diftance from the Hook c6 fink tbc 
Bait in the fwift Waters. Your Bait is to be aboHl 
four in Namber, of your large Worms drawn oo,bf 
caking about an Inch bold of each in t be Middle, n 
ihat the Ends of the Worms may be at Liberty, mi 
play in the Water, except one to toTer the Pont 
of the Hook. When your Fifli bivct and isifaufi 
(wherem yon are not to be over-hafty^ but to gift 
bim Thne,) he inftantly repairs to the Middle oC 
the River, and there plunges and leaps for fome 
Time, but will not run to the End of the Litoe like I 
fome other FiA, i^oogh he will' not ^afily fubmit 
When he is tirtd* you iare to land him cither with 
a fmall Net, or • a large Hook fixed or Icrewed 
into a fliort Stick or Pole. 

When this Fifli is taken with a Fly or Minnow, 
it is commonly in angling for Trout. Some nfei 
▼ery long taper Rod, and others a Ihoner Siff 
Rod, with a Ring at the Top underneatht to 
throw out tbe Line co the utmoft Ezcremiiy, And 
with this Rod and a fniall Smelt or Dace for Bait, 
after the Manner of Snap-Fi(hing for tbe Pike, the 
Salmon is to be taken, efpecially in the Month of 
Seftemtery when they come up the frefli Rivers lo 
fpawn. The Oil of Ivy- Berries, or Aflk-Fo^idai 
by the Strength of their Smells, will make your 
Baits very tempting : And W% faid> That WonM 
kept in a Box anointed with the Oil of Ivy-Biierries, 
are a Bair that will infallibly attraA and obligie all 
Sorts of Fi(h to bite that are within tbe Soenf of 
them. 

The Months of Fifhing for thef^ Fifli, ai^e^i^^^Kal 

May y June, Jufyznd Ai^nft, when they are ^aS^aiMs 

and in tbe River iVye in M(mnu^ifh/hireSsL\tn6i^MSh 

Seafon the whole Month of Seftembefy tbou^t'JD(jr4l 

ibcRiftn 7%4iiiex,lVent^6c%Vmx^l))«rnsv^^ 

1 « 
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are generally efteemed of a more nice and delicate 
Tafte than any others. Their bett biting Time if 
aboac nine in the Forenoon, and three in the after- 
noon, when the Wind blows againft the Stream. 

There are feveral Sorts of Salmons, and all of 
tbem moft beautiful Fifli, efpeclally when alire ; 
they grow very fail:, and the Melter is larger ihaa 
the Spawnen The Spawning-Time begins the 
laaer Bad of Angufi or beginning of Seftemherj 
when they retort to the Shoals near the Middle of 
the Scream, and with their Heads throw up the 
Gravel, fo as to form a large regular Hole, where- 
in the Spawner lays her Spawn, and upon is 
the Melter drops his Milk, which being 
done like ingenious Workmen, they fill Gravel 
over and level their Works, and then retire to the 
deep Parts of the River, and afterwards to 
the Sea. 

They labour fome Time in the fecnring of 
their Spawn, and you may frequently fee three or 
^ four Salmon of a very cot^derable Size fportingi» 
PI their Works together | the Depth of Water they 
p; chufe for this Pnrpofe, feldom exceeding three or 
four Foot. But this is very fatal to the Fifli, as ic 
{" gives an Opportunity to Pochers to fpear them in: 
great Numbers ; with a Candle and Lanthorn at 
\ Night, they will repair to the Surface of the Wa- 
ter, when they are eafily deftroyed, and in my 
Opinion the Laws are not fevere enough to pre* 
vent this barbarous DeftruAion of thefe noble Fifli» 
I have taken many of thefe Fi(h in a River near 
l^mfej in Hampfhire^ and have been informed. That 
Salmon in that River have been killed of above forty 
Pounds Weight. The next Summer after Spawn, 
ing^ they return from the Sea to the frefli Rivers 
vf ry fat } bai if they are by any Means confined 

G v^ 
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to the fttft Water, they will pow lean aod dte io. 
a few Yean. 

The Trout loves a fwift Stream and liie bardeft 
Grafely efpecially where the Bottom is a Jitde 
iveedy, and is caught either with a Worm, Wst- 
now- or Fly. 

If you fi(h wifib the Worm, make Choice oF a 
Dew or Lotsworm^ or a Brandling or Gilt-tatt 
Worm > which laft it efteemed beft tor fmaH 
TrottcS) and the Lob*worm the mofl approved ftr 
the large FidL The Lob*worm is dtog out of the 
Earth or Oing»heap»,and oftentimes nkeo-tfrNigfit 
after a Shower oPkatn in the Summer, when vaft 
Numbers of- tttem' will come up-to- theSiiriace of 
the Earths and eren crawl'upon the Grottndat 
Lengthy fo that they are eafily taken ; the Brand* 
ling-worms are ufually found in an- old decayed 
Dunghill, or in Gow or Mbgs-dnngj bat ibe beft 
of them you generally find in Heaps of TanoerV 
Bark ; and large y«Hbw Cad{t*worms are very 
good Baits for the Trout in a ftill Wiiier« 

Your Worms are the better and firmer for being 
icoured andkept fome Time before n(ed; and in ao 
Earthen-pot with a good Quantity of Mo6, they 
will be very well preferved and made fit for I7fe, 
being refreft'd with a moderate Quantity of ^aier 
twice a Week in the.Summer, arid once a Week- io 
the Winter. Let your Line be posfed with Lead, 
fuitable to the Scream in which- you angit* ^ifE- 
eient to fink the Bait to the Bottom, and keep ic 
juft in Motion and no more. The Morning early 
and the Evening, are efteemed the beft*Tim^ for 
Fishing in the Summer, when the Fifli are gcticra&y 
to be found in the (hallow^ Parts of the Rivef ; and 
tht: Aiiddleof the Da^uacc»v^\^^59GLit^^fiL Time 



in tbe Wimer, when the Son flnnes, and the Fifh ac 
tlfis Time Fote a deep Water. 

At Mill-pond Tails, rfae Eddy between two 
Streams, and at tbe Head» of Holes near a Shoaf, 
w6ere there is a (maH CoTerr of Trees^ boilow 
Bants or Rocks, you frequently meet with the 
Trout ; for tfaefe Fi(h and moft: others defigbt in 
hating a Covert near : And dark cloady Weather 
that is warm, the Wind being at Weft or South- 
weft is very promifing of Sport ; but tbe Trout 
and Salmon bite beft at a Uroand-bait, after a 
wirm Shower of Rain whicb harh juft difcofoured 
the Water. 

If you angte at Night for the Trout, (which 
you may do in the Summer faccefsfuliy^) you are tor 
fiib wich two large Lob or Garden-worms, drawn 
on a pretty large thin Hook, having a Line with** 
out a Plummet ; for you are to draw the Bau 
prcny near tbe Top of the Water, in a Place 
where the Stream runs a little quietly, that the 
Bait may be the more eafily difcem'd : And if there 
be a good Trout in (be Mble, in a dark Night 
be wiD take it, and this Way fometimes the Sal* 
mon is taken. 

The old Trout is very fearful, commonly lies 
dofe all Day (except in May, tbe Fly Seafouij and 
does^not ftir out of hi^ Hole until Night, when, 
he feeds very boldly near the Top of the Wa* 
ttfy watching tbe^ Motion of every Thing that 
fwrms down tltS^^ceam : When he has taken 
yoiip fedrih Y^e r9igbt, he will not ealily for fake 
it as in tbe Day, fo that it is beft to let hiqa 
gorge it. . - ■ . 

If you fifli for Trout with tbe Minnow,, the Sea* 
^Ibn iot which is tbe Monihi^f Afril^ before tbe 
^lies come abroad,- when the Trouis ate cusl 
of the Banks, make your Chok^ol 1Aitktff^i^\ "^^^ 
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are tbe whiteft of the middle Size ; yoar Mionow 
being fo chofcriy puc it on yoar Hook fo as to 
tnro round nimbly , wbeo drawn againft the 
Stream ; lo effe& which, you are to puc year Hook 
(being of a large Size) in at hit Moachaod oat at bis 
Gill ; then having drawn it two or three Inches 
through his Gill, put it again into his Mouth, and 
the Point and Beard out at his Tail ^ tbcD tie tbe 
Hook and the Minnows's Tail about very oeati; 
with m white Thread, which will facilitace iis tun- 
ing in the Water : This done, pull back that Part of 
your Line which was flack, fo that when you book 
the Minnow the fecond Time, it may fatten tbe 
Head, and the Body of your Minnow will be at 
moft ftrait on your Hook. 
In Refped to your Tackling for this FifluBg, 

I our Line muft be fnaall and made of Silk, by 
Leafon fometimes aSalmon will run at this intidng 
Bait ; and if your Line was Hair, yon would be 
in Danger of lofing bim : You are to have two or 
three fine Swivels placed at regular Oiftances ia 
your Line, one whereof not far from the Hook, 
which will contribute f ery much to the quick turn- 
ing of the Minnow, fo that it will feemasif (hoot* 
ing alive. Your Line is to be fixed to a long taper 
Rod, and to be about a Yard longer than the fame, 
having a ftnall pyramidical Plummet near tbe 
Hook, by which Means you will with Pleafure 
throw it out, and draw your Bait a little under 
Water in a fwift Scream, but not fo deep bat it 
may be very viiibie; you will fee the Fifli run at 
your Bait, when you are immediately to ftrike. 
And large Trouis are commonly taken this Way. 
If no Minnows are to be got the Troot may 
be taken with an artificial Minnow, whkb if well 
made, will deceive tbe moft qaick Cghted FiAint 
fwifi Stream. 
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^ The laft Way o* taking the Trout is with tbip 
Fly: Yoar Rod for this Purpofe ought te be long* 
light, and very gentle, your Line not to exceed 
three or four Hairs, efpecially near the Hookt 
though the up|>er Part of yoar Line ought to be 
ftronger, otherwife if your Tackling fhouid breakt 
you will lofe your whole Line : And if you can 
manage fo as to fi(h with a (ingle Hair, you will 
increale your Sport. Let not your Line be coo 
long^^tho" fome Anglers willealily manage a Line, 
efpedally with an arcificial Fly, three Yards longer 
tbaa the Rod, or alnnoft twice the Lengrh of tbt 
Rod, if the River be not incumbered with Wood 
or Trees. You ought to chufe your Time for thii 
Angling, when the &in is in your Face and the Wind 
in your Back, and to fifli down the Stream, carry- 
ing the Point of yoar Rod downwards, to prevent 
the Shadow of your felf and Rod being difcerned 

SfF the Fiihi for the Sight of the leaft Shade ft^.^ .. 
es them. 

The fiiting-time of this Fifli is from SunriGi^ 
^litil near eleven in the Morning, and from two in 
t^ Afternoon till Sun-fet ; but about nine a Clock 
f fk the Forenoooi and three or four in the Afsemooot 
are the moft oonftant Hours of biting, efpeciallj 
vi\i\k the Fly. When yon repair to your Filhbg, 
by the RiverVfide yon may ea61y obferve nt what 
Fly the Trout leaps, then catdi fome o{ tbofeFKeii 
and fecure them for Ufe in a (xnall Box with a 
Drawing' iid, whereby you may put in or take out 
a Fly, without hazarding the Lofs of your whole 
Stock ; and the Ai4x-Fly is ufually in and about 
fbat Month, to be found with Eafe near the River* 
fidie, efpecially againft Rain. When you have pror 
cured a Qjiantity of Flies,take one of the targeft and 
bait 'your Hook with it, running the P<nnt of youf 
Hoo k aod Beard thro' the Tail to thft Gnd^ & %Sba& 
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the Fly will flutter and iie more adivc tiuo ai 
iber not confined, to fcek hk Liberrf i then c. 
oat your Line with the greateft Nioetyy fb as a 
to ftrike off your Fly> and let no Part of yoi 
Line touch the Water if poffible, but only the F^, 
moving yoiir felf down with the Streamt and ftrik 
at the firft rifing of the Fiih. A little Wind wii 
be a very great Afliftance in the throwing out yom 
Line. 

There are many Sorts of Flics wherewith Tronti 
are ufnally taken* as the Dun Fly and Stone Fly ia 
Jifrilt the Ruddy Fly in the Beginning of May^ the 
Yellow or Greeniih Fly,abont the Middle of Maj^ 
the Black Fly about the latter End of M^y, the fad > 
Yellow Fly in fane, the Moorilh Fly and Tawny I 
JPly* both iikewife good until the Middle of Jtate^ ' 
the Wa(p % and Shell-fly in Jul^t and the dark 
Drake-fly in At^u/t. The Ctterpillar or Pahner- 
fly are ofccn nied, and about the Fall of tbe L^tf hj 
dapping with a Cralhopper, in an Eveoiog after a 
warm Day» you will not fail. of Trout& 

I (hall offer no PJre<ftiofis for the making. of- Ar» 
tificial Flics, as I am ver^ fen&ble oo exacS Rvl^ 
can be prefcribed for this ingenious Part of the fti* 
finefs of Angling, which Pra&ice only muft com* 
pleat : But the Angler may carry a Bag of Mate- 
rials with him to the Water-fide, and after be- hath 
caught one of the Flies at which the Troixt leaps, 
he may try to make a Fly like it, and by frequent 
pra(Aifing he may attain an exad Imitation. M9 
and June are the Months for Fly-fiihing, and ihe 
Trout will bite well before that Time, xo rbt 
Months of March and AfriL and after thefe Months* 
in July, Auguft and Septimktr. ^ 

In Hampfhire they have a Method for Trout^A- 
ing, no where elfe pra<%i(ed, but the Largenefc; nl 
ibe SLifcn feciHS ta maVx it wso^ffiir^ : Tteir Way 
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of FifltlaK ibcfc in «hc Monih at Maj^ when the 
Fl||F-fifliiag is ac ics full height, is thus j twoPerfiDBS, 
each Mxi% fvrailhBd mih a long Rod, go om to-^ 
gecbcr i when they awne co »be River ihcqr ^- 
:po(je CO 'fifty cbcy feparace oiieio& bm Side^ ctie 
W^r^ aftd the other oo che otiKr fide; then ha-^ 
^HOg a iftfong 'HaiT'ltfie, in Length cwice the 
Bitadcb of tiM River, one of the i^lersis to fis 
^»e fio4 of ic t9 hit Rod ^ ami by fixing a Leaci«^ 
Plmmmec co the other End, throw it over to his 
Companion* who likewife fafteos that End to his 
Rod caking oflf she Fluonnet ; to this long Line are 
fixed two (bore ones with Hooks, the Lines not ex-^ 
ceediog.twocir ibree Yards in Length, placed about 
rhtte Parts in four of the Breadth of the River di* 
fianc fromeaich other, and at equal Diftance from 
each Rod : Thefe two (horc Lines thus advanta- 
geoafly fixed, you may at your Pieafure put over 
CO either Side of the £Ciyer» fo as to command any 
Fart of ic for Fiihing, or co land your Fifli when. 
Buogt Bait your Hookf, ^c. When you fee a ^ 
Fifh rife, and you have not only pot to faim hoc 
hung him, carry him down the Stream to a proper 
Landing-place, keeping your Line a little upon the 
Strain, that the Fifh may not have too great 
Libeny to intangle himfclf in the Weeds; 
but you are not to keep TOur t.fne too much 
Aratned when you ftrifcc a large Fift, for fear of 
ill breaking. The Filh being carried down 
CO a convenient Place for Landing on cither Side 
of the River, the Angler that receives the Fiih, is 
CO retire regularly with his Rod extended from the 
River> and his Ck»npanion on the other Side, is to 
go CO the Water gradually to lielp over rbe Fi(h.And 
when che Kfh is. brought near the Shore, the Ang- 
ler on tbac Side (licks his Rod care&Uy in the 
Ground, and runs to the Water- (idc ^td \a3Mi% H^vx 
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Fifli ; then baits bis Hook witb a frcfli Ftyj and 
they proceed. 

fiy this Mecbod of Troat fifltiog you keep eft- 
duallyout of the Sight of the Fi(b» which is the 
greateft Obfliruftion to Sporr, and command the 
River far better than you can any other Way > 
and, I have known incredible Nambers of large 
Trouts taken this Way in a very Ihort Space of 
Time. Brook-fiHiing is a very plealant Diverfioo 
in the Month of jlprii^ with a (hort gentle Rod, 
a very fhort running Line, and a Ground*baic; 
and though the Trouts are fmall, yet you fully 
make it up in the Quantities of them. 

There are feverai Kinds of Trouts, and they 
4il\ defer ve the Preference to any Frcih-waier Kfli: 
They continue many Months out of Seaion ; and 
till the Sun is powerful to warm the JBarrfa and 
VVater, the Trout is lean and unwholefome. They 
fpawn about OBober or N(fvember^ and at this Time 
they will force themfelves againft the Streams al- 
moft miraculoufly through Mills, Wears, Flood* 
gates, (fic. as the Salmon will leap over. 

Angling fir Pike, 

Thh Fifh delights in a dead, deep, and Ihady 
Water, unfrequented by Paffengers, or rather in 
dead deep Parts of Rivers near to Shoals, for the 
fake of the young Fry of FiOi, on which they live. 

The Baits for the Pike are various, as live Frogs, 
large Minnows, Gudgeons, Salmon-Smelts, young 
Trouts, fmall Dace, Roach, &c, But the latt Ibave 
experienced to be the moft preferable live Bait* by 
Reafon the fmall Roach not only excels in Brigbt- 
nefs in the Watt r, but will live near twice as long 
confined as any other Fifh. 
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The beft Biting-time of this FiQi is in the Mom« 
ing early, and late in the Evening, in a dear Wateft 
having a gentle Gale of Wind. The firft Method 
of Angling for this Fi(h which I (hall i^lte Notice of 
is Trowling i for this agreeable Sport, having pre* 
pared a Line of fine Thread well twified and 
ftroog, of about fifteen or twenty Yards in Length, 
a fingle Pike hook wired and leaded to fink the 
Bait, a Rod of about twelve or thirteen Foot ia 
L'^ngtb, ftrong and taper, but not heavy, with i 
fubltantial Wire- loop at the Top to throw out your 
Line, and a Bait of imall Dace or Roacb^ dSc. Run 
the Wire of your Hook in at the Mouth,, and out at 
the Tail of the Filh, letting the Point and Bend of 
the Hook ftaod out on one Side of the Fifh'sMouiiB^ 
then tie the Tail round faft to the Wire, and the 
Thread tie to the Bow at the End of the firft Link 
of Wire, and fix your Line to the fiow^ ar the 
End of the fecond Link of Wire, then caft your 
Bait up and down in fucb Places as you know the 
Pike frequents^ letting it fink a confiderable Depth 
before you pull it up again. When the Pike ftrikcr. 
at your Bair, which you may eafily feel, fEtckeo 
your Line and give him Length enough to ran to 
bis Hold, where be will fwallow tl^ Bair» and 
there let him lie till you perceive the Line move» 
when yon may conclude with Certainty, that be 
bath pouched the Bait ; then wind up the Line, or 
rather draw it up in long Links with your Hand 
till it is almoft ftrait, and with a nimble {erk book 
bim» and bring him preiently to Land. 

If you Filh at Snap, you are to ule a doubTe 
Spring-hooky and to bait in this^ Manner ; firftt 
make a Hole in the Fifli's Side you intend for the 
Bait as near the Middle as you can, wherein you 
Krc to put your armed Wire, and draw it out at 
the Fiflfs Mouth $ tfieo yoa ate to ftw op his 
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Mouth, and your Hook is baited. When yon angle 
this Way, let the Pike run a licde, and then ftirike 
contrary to the Way he takes. If you fi(h with 
a Frog, you are to make Choice of the yelloweft 
Water-frog you can get, from ihe Monih of hdo) 
to Atigtifti and by puning your Hook in at bis 
Mouth and out at his Gills, and tying one of fail 
Legs faft above the upper Joint to the Wiret it 
will continue long alive in the Water. 

The next and beft Method of Pike»fifhiog is 
writb the live Bait : You are firft to catch yotir Bsuu, 
cither foiall Dace or Roach, or what cclier AnaN 
JRfh^ proper for Baits, are moft eaGly taken, and 
liaving them alive in a Tin-pot with a Lid full o£ 
Holes made for that Farpofe, full of Water* coo* 
vey them to the feveral Parts t)f the River yon 
purpofe to filh. Then cut long Rods with Porks at 
ahe End, and ftick thecn into the Bank : After thi^ 
with one of the (harp Points of a fine Fork* main 
an Incifion in the Side of the Bait juft under tfae- 
Skin, a fmall Diftance from the Head, of abom 
an Inch in Length towards the Tail, through Wlricfa 
put the Wire of your double Hook (the 'Hook not 
Deing too large, which is a great FaultJ letting, 
the Body of the Hook be covered by the Skin of 
the Fifli, and the Points ftanding out bare; tfaea 
fatten yoar Line to the fmall Loop of the Wiit, 
and throw ocrt your Bait into the Water, over the 
Fork of your Rod pitched into the Bank, and let 
It lie about two Foot or two Foot and a half under 
the Surface of the Water, atiowiog it not too 
much Line, for fear ii ihould intangle in the 
Weeds, &c» Fix the Line on Shore, in the Slit 
of a fmall Stick or otherwife, fo that the Bait 
may not run it out, but fo as a larger Fifh mt; 
do it wiih Pleafure^then let the Remainder of your 
Liac lie eafy and loofCf to be drawn out by the 



'ti\»i and tie the E(A of yotir Line iecuisefy, ti- 
ifber w iome Bough of t Toee tbac will yit Jd «d 
gire (vraiy, or to yoKr iorkid Rods being well fixed 
la the &rth. 

The li?e £aic will live in the Water at (eafl 
iw«aiy4our Hours* petpcicmlly fliooting up sttid 
down CDiget Icnft, belbceiit will (pcnd it felf ; aod 
if tlieric be any Pike in tiheHsle within .Sight of 
. the 'Bait, it's «en to one but it wiU rmake m Unnjat 
itfaii alluring Bait, i have known ibnoie Anglers 
lay riiefe lite Baits, many of tfaeon on feveoil 
JLiQCS fitftcned to one grand Line* or rather^ fioiill 
"fbope, thrown along in the Midft of the River, aad 
leomd at eadiBnd with weighty Stones, floatifig 
the JLine with large Keoesof-Cork ; lo this lar^e 
Line, yon may have your Pike*Lines baited as a- 
bove, fixed #itfa a feiatt Wadd of Ruflics to pre- 
Vf Qt the Baits mnniog out the Luie, and winding 
up tlic Remafader of the JLine loofe on the Ruflics, 
£> as it may eaHly nnravel When a Jack takeis the 
Bait; and by this Method where there are Plemy 
of Bhrs, you may have half a Dozen ¥ifb on oae 
grand Line- -And I have been informed* That 
K)me Anglers have fixed a live fiaic« on a ihort 
Line to a Dack's Leg, and fattened a very long 
Line to the other Leg of the Duck from your 
Hand, then lettmg the Dack fly to the Middle of a 
Pond or Lake, Where (he will fwhn till a Jack 
takes the Bair, which you may ea/ily perceive ; for 
U it b^ a large Fifb, it will pull the Duck uader 
Water, and then drag him to Land with the long 
Line. And a large Goofe* fome Anglers teli ye, 
will hale a Pike to Land this Way. 

The laft Way of taking the Pike I flialf men- 
tion, is by Snaring, the bed Time for which, is in 
^Marcb and the Bc?ginning of Aprils in the hocteft 
Time of the Day, when the Filh wiU a^^ar uea,it 
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the Top of the Water. Your Method is to take 
91 ftraiCi tough, taper Rod not roo heavy, bnt 
ftrong, of abmt twelve or fbarreen Foot in Length, 
to the fmaller End of which fatten a well nealed 
Wire, either large and fingle, or finall Wire double 
and fiaely twifted which is the beft» made into a 
Moofe or Snare i having opened the Noofe wide 
enough to flip oirer the Filh's Head, let it dowa 
with your Rod gently into the Water, even with 
the Pike about two Yardi before him, and guide 
it very gently towards his Head, fttiag yoar Eye 
full upon him, till you have put the Snare over his 
Head and Gill-Fint, when you are iointiediateljr 
with a ftrong upright Jerk to hoift him amain to 
Land Trouts and other Filh may be taken this 
Way. 

Fikes "during their Spawning-thnet which is 
about the Month of M4ffcb^ wilt repair in great 
Numbers to fmall Ditches; and I have known one 
of feventeen or eighteen Pounds Weight fnared in 
a Ditch you might eafily leap over. They will 
take a dead Bait at Night hid at the Bottom^ like 
the Eel, and are in Seafon all the Year^ 

Pcareh Anglifig^ 

TbePearch is a Fifli of Prey as well as the Pike, 
and bath are great Devourers of their own 
Species, 

Ic is a delicate Fifli to eat, but is flow of Qf owih, 
feldom exceeding fourteen Inches in Length, often* 
times lefs, though I have been at the taking of 
fome as bavie been near two Foot long. 

The Pearch delights in the Ikme Water as the 
Pike, only more gravelly at the Bottom, and nqt 
quite fo deep ; he bites beft in the Summer* when 
yoM may have Sport all Day in cgol> ckudy or 

^irdv 
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windy Weather ; bat in the Winter be docs noc 
caf e CO move ac any Time bac in the Middle of 
a warm Day, and generally bis beft Times of bi- 
ting, is from feven or eight till ten a Clock in the 
Forenoon, and from two or three in the Afternoon 
till Nigb% 

The Worm and the Minnow are the only Baits 
for this Fi(b ; if you try with the former, the 
Braodling*worm well fooured in Mofi or Fennel 
if the beft $ and having a Float-Line, and a pretty 
ftiff! caper Rod, there is no Difficulty in the Ma- 
nagement; And if you 6(h with the latter, cbufe 
your Minnows of a middle Sizt^ have them alive 
in a Tin-pot of Water like unto the live Bait for 
. the Pike i you are to bait them either by fticking 
your Hook thro* the back Fin, or running it thro"^ 
the Minnow near the Tail, which will noc much 
hurt ir, and this Way is moft commonly ofed. 
Let your Minnow be about three Foot under Wa« 
ler, or about Mid-water, fwimming up and down, 
and being kept to chat Depth with a pretty large 
Cork Flote, and funk with one large Shot fixfd to 
the Line near a Foot from the Hook as ufnaL 
■ When the Pearcb bites, be fare give him Time e* 
aough before yoa attempc to land him« Your Line 
muft be Hair, but very ftrong ; and I have taken 
(mail Jacks this Way of Fifliing, 

When you angle for Pearch in Water not very 
deep, ii is a very good Method to ftir che Sand or 
Gravel in che Bottom with a long Pole^ or to caft 
Earth and Sand into the Water, which will gather 
them together ; this Method is like wife to be ufcd 
in angling for Gudgeon, 
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Tbe Carp origiaalljr a foicign Fidi , at this 
Time abouadi ig £i9||^/4«4 j bac -tbe iRiwfCarp is 
tbe belt Fi(h by far, chough not fo eaSly taken. 

They breed more nanrally in Pondi tbaa run- 
ning Streams, and cbe bett Bain for them are 
Gcnclcs, GilMail-wonn* :Red««ronii,MatIlrwomii 
Dew-worm, fweec hifte. Wheat bolledi ^e. 

Your Rod for ibii Fiflinig ougbc to bc^bont 
fourteen Foot I019, your Line ro be abooc four oc 
fix Hair^, your Hook pretty large, and to 706r 
Line you are to have either a htrge Float of CbiDi 
or a Imall fixed Cork**F16ee. Yoo arc to fiA a- 
bout Mid*water generally, but th€'Wcattier>tiiay 
iJMDecimes make it tieceflary to flfli a little higher 
or lowers when the ^Garp tikes the Bait* iie mas 
to the farther Side of the Ri?er-or Pond, ^ad after 
you have ftruck him, you are to gife -Wm Play^ 
tnber wife your Line wiH be in Danger ^ for Ik it 
very ftfong, and will fttuggle long With V^gimr, 
being Lcatber-mouth'd. 

The Carp bites very early and late from the 
Beginning of the Month of Aftil to the End df 
Augaft, and in tbe Midft of Summer, he will biie 
all Night in cbe ftill Part of the Water, but is a 
-tFery fubtile and wary Fiih. in the Heat of the 
Day in "Jum and ^(7, Carps will IfaewthemfelTes 
en the Top of the Water amongil the 'Wieedfi 
which they love exceedingly, and tiiay be tilrefi 
with awell-fcoured Lbb-Worm, caft to them aSyoa 
angle with a natural Fly, but you cnt^ft.cacf fully 
keep out of Sight: They are beft in Seafi^i m 
M^rcL . - . 

This Fifli being difficult to be taken, it is a very 
good Method to bait cbe Places you filh ibaie 



Hours before yoa commeiice your Angling ; and 
for cbfs Porpofe you may nidke up your Patte in 
jRnall PeJkcs> and throw h into the Water, or you- 
may 6rft ibrow in ground Mair, Bran, Grains, 
Bundles of Worms, filood, or any Sore of Gar- 
bage 9 and afterwards throw in your Felkts cf 
PaSe, which yon. may likewife continue to d(> 
wbUe you are Angling. 

Paftes are made diffefent Ways ; ifae firft 1 ihaU 
mention is white Bread and Honey worked up tor 
getber t Chen 'there is Pafte made oif the f ie(h of a. 
Rabbit > Bean-Flower and Honey^ beat in a Mortar». 
or worked wiifa the Hand into fmall fitUs^ add 
i!empered fo ftid*, that it may not eaC^ .w^lb off 
your Hook, but not too^hard. 

Carps -^rtcd ^beft in *3Wiarm J^ondli fttt from 
bluitering Winds, or Bits, tisw iPonds, tf c. Xhcf 
will fpawn three or fntr Times. a Year,, btginniiig 
the firft Time in the Month of hf^r Co that; 
their Increafe it >wondffrfttl t tBut as ibey live 
eo a gceat Afe, Ame aflirm that the •JFetiiale- 
Carp wili be lieir weight Yeass old.i ^erhess 
three or four Yea»^ ibdtore (be wHll ht^ m 
maliTpIy, though die Male will be fit atthrjeeor 
four Years okl«. And if you woukl ha^ve tfaefe 
jPifli grow -large and very 4^, yon needfOnly re- 
imore them into Pits ami iisie|> iPjiddMs !ifk.Paftuii|» 
or into deep DrtobesimJMeagdswii/.dr ioul Hoffi^- 
Fonds» and you i will ffindra very fuddtUvGrowtb. 
They tive fODgoltrof Watet , and^e ^ eattfelkitt 

T4fisff}A like 'the Carp, deKghts 10 1'onds more 
ifmn khin i ^nd if yon fiodjfaem inBiveii, it jb 

toeimonLy in deep and gaiet Places. 
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Tbey have fmall and fmooth Scalet, cbe rt- 
verfe to cbofe of the Carp* large Eyes of a Goli 
Colour* and red Circles round them ; from each 
Angle of the Mouth there bangs down a little Barb, 
in tbeir Heads are two little Stones, of which great 
Ufe is made by foreign Phyfictans, and tbey are ufed 
in many medicinal Cafes, for which Reafon tbey are 
ftiled the Pbyficians of Filhes ; and 'tis did, Tba 
cbe Pike is fo feniible of this, that be will fpare 
tbefe FiflL 

In your angling for the Tench either in Pond or 
River, it is requifice to bait the Ground with the 
fame Ground-baits, and alfo to fiOi for them witb 
the fame Tackle as for Carp, The three hot 
Months are the only Tinae (^ Angling for tbefe 
Filhi when tbey will take a Marlh or Lob*worm, 
and the fmaller Worm^ (a Cod-worm being pm 
on the Hook before the fmall one) they will like- 
wife take a Flag-worm or a green Gentle, and ior 
cline very much to Pafte wherein Tar is mixed* 

Tbefe Fifli fpawn about the Beginning of Jtds 
and as tbey are ufed in Medicine, fo they carry a 
natural Balfam in them to cure both tbemlelves 
and others; and 'tis fatd* the very Touch of the 
Tench will cure any other Fi(h difeated or burr» 

In fifliing for Carp, Tench, Pearcb, Roach, 
Bream* &c. it is a very good Method to have fevt^ 
ral Rods and Lines with Cork flotes to lie by, one 
Man may very well attend four and purfue his 
Pleafure c^ angling for other Filh at the fame Time : 
And I have oblerved, that fome Anglers make ufe 
of many fmall Lines of diflFerent Lengths, Ctbongb 
all of them fliort, ) and difierenr Hooks and Baits 
all faftened to one large running Line, with fe?erat 
hrge Shot to Gnk it, fixed to a taper b«t pretty 
ftiff Rod, which being laid by, you may take noc 

onli 
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only feveral Filb, but a pleafing Variety at one 
Landing. 

Eel'Angrvng. 

There are feveral Sorts of Eels, but the Silver* 
Eel is the beft, and the black Eel the worft. 

They delight very much in muddy Rivers, but 
the Eels in gravelly Streams are very preferable 
to the other, being therein fcoured from their na* 
rural Filth. During the Wimer Seafon they ftir 
not out of the Deeps and Mud, and at other Times 
they feldom appear in the Day-time, unlefs it be 
when the Water is a little thickned with a Shower 
of Rain, or in very hot Weathen In the Day- 
time they hide themfelves under fome Covert, 
Roots of Trees, Stones, Piles, ^e. but in the 
Night they ramble prodigiouily. They never fwioi 
up the River they breed in, but always down* 
wards, fo that it caufes no Deftrniftion to the Ri- 
ver to take thena at Mills and Wears, &e. in Pots. 
And after having once rafted the Sea- Water, *tis 
faid they will never retorn back to the frelh 
Riveti 

The Lob or Garden-worm, and Minnow, are the 
common Baits for the Eel) and thefe Fifli are 
caught feveral Wayi, as firft by laying Night- 
Hooks, which are firong and faftened to ftrong 
Lines, not above two or three Foot long, tied to 
ihort Rods about three or four Foot in Length, 
which are to be ftuck into the Banks of the River, 
and they are generally placed in pretty (hallow 
Water to which the Eel feeds in the Night. If yon 
bait with the Worm, you are to draw your whole 
Line through it by the Help of a Knitting-Needfe, 
fo as to place the Worm on the Hook, that the Eel 
may not eafily fuck it off without (^^\!LtP«^>2Ci%>Sc)8r 
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Hook, and ihe Point of the Hook is <o be jnft 

covered. 

Another Method of laying Hooks is, by fixing 
many of them on ftori Lines, or rather Links, to 
one large Line or String, baited as above-dirc(3ed; 
and ^bo Urge Line baving a heary &ooe ac each 
End, you are %o caft oat a-crofs the Stceeai dntwing 
it ftreigbi;, and your Stones will fink it ; and in the 
Morning yon may take it up with your Diag^hoekt 
or you may have a Line from the Steoe neareft 
the Bank, fixed to fooie Bcmgh of a Tree, or Pitcher | 
by the River-fide^ and drag your Fiib aihoce wiifa^ , 
QDt the Trouble of a Hook. 

Sobbing for Eels is the moft (laviih Way of ta- j 
king them, but the Fatigue is generally made eaCy ** 
by the Numbers of the Filb taken. To fifh this 
Way, you are to take large Garden-womu well 
fcoured, and with a Knitting-Needle ruQ a ftfong 
Thread lone but not large, well wsxi with Gofc: 
lerVWax tnrough them from Bnd to End j ftring 
many rhus, as will wrap at leaft a doaseo Timies 
round your Hands, then tie the Endi of -ike 
Thread faft, and tie the whole in a Bunch, befog 
wound round your Hand as above, very faft, 
and faften the whole with the String to the Slip of 
a fmall Cord about two Yards long ; then hat/ting 
a leaden Plummet of a round pyramidical Fofin, 
about half a Pound Weight or more to fink yoer 
Baic, with a Hole bored through the Middir, 
put your Cord through It, and let the lauge End of 
it reft near the Bunch of Worms, fa that by the 
little End the Plummet may be eaUy drawn 
throogb the Weeds, then fix your Lineiio a pveaty 
long ftifiT Poll, that ig large but not irery bcavy» 
and you are prepared, 

Your 
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Your Length of Line ought not to be above 
eight Inches above tte Striate of the Water; if 
it be longer, you will not certainly land your Fi(h, 
and yott mty by windiag your Line on ifae Top of 
your Bok. make it of a Length to fit a»y JDeptb^ 
When you find the Eels tug ftrong and cafefty, 
which you will be very fedfibie of, drawf eoily up, 
aad wfaen you have them near the 1^ Qi tke Wa- 
ter* hoift them oimbly to Land, but regularly and 
without a Jerk ; for if you give the leaft Jerk,, 
cbey will drop t^ before you can bring them a(b6i«, 
there being no Hook to fecure cbem only the Wax*- 
Thread to faftenin their Teeth. With this Device 
you may take three -or four at a Piill, and they 
will fometioies bite fo eagerly, that you may hold 
them on your Clod in the Air a confiderable Space, 
goawiag and tc»gging at the Bait as a Alaftiff- 
Dog will at a Piece ^ Liver. Your beft Time of 
^ngtiiis Wa;» is <(itber at Ni^ht in the Siinimeri. 
ID clear Warer, or in the Day-time alper a fudden 
warm Rain to thtcken the Water in lai^e Brookf. 

Eels are commonly taken with the Pearch- Angle ; 
and there ate ieveral other Ways of taking Eels, 
at by Spearing in the Sutimier, when they lie in tbe 
Weeds cm the Sfaoak ; by a continual ftrikmg with 
the Spear into all Parts of promifing Weeds, many 
of thefe Fifli may be takea And about the Month 
of Jitigufl^ they will. lie near Weeds in the Middle* 
of the Stream juft under the Water and feed on 
fmall Flies, cfpecially the larger fized ones, when 
they are taken with a long ft iff Rod, and a large 
.fbarp Hook tied faft to the End, by putting the 
^one gently under their Bellies,. and thus pulHiig 
ithem under Hand a(hof e. And Eds of tbe largeft 
Si^e ai*e frequently taken whh ffluU live Bam laifd 
-for Pikes, they being a fiA of Drey. 
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The Umber is very much like unto tbe Trom, 
and lovei dear Waicff fwifc Streams, but far from 
tbe Sea. 

Tbii Fifli will take tbe (ame Bait that tbe Trout 
doeSfbnt its principal Ground-baits are the Gilt-tail- 
worm, the Brandling* worm, and Meadow- worm 
well (coured, Cod-bait and Flag- worm. When yoa 
angle for him with tbe Grouod*bait, yon are to lee 
your Bait fwim about fix or eight Inches from tbe 
Bottom $ and to be regular in this Particular, yoa 
are to make ufe of a Cork-Float, rather than tbe 
running Line which you ufe in fiihing for Trout and 
Grayling. And your Bait muft by no Means drag 
on the Ground, for the Umber ufually fwims nearer 
the Middfe xA the Water than the Bottom, and is 
more inclinable to rife than defcend. 

If yon fi(h at Top of the Water, you may u& 
either a nararal or artificial Palmer-fiie, (efpecially 
tbe Camlet-fly) and angle as yon do for the Trout 
He is a very nimble Fi(h, fwimming very fwifty 
but dead-heaned when hooked> bices freely, is ten- 
der mouthed, and often loft by breaking hold. 

This Fifh lies clofe all the Winter, but in Afril 
he fliifcs his Winter^Qaarters, and betakes himfelf 
to the Middle of tbe River ; for Size- he feldom 
exceeds a Foot and a half in Length ; he is good 
all the Year, but beft about the Month of Decern* 
ler. And this Ftfli and the Graylinp differ only in 
Name, the larger being called Umber, and the 
fmaller Grayling. 

When the Water is difcoloured with a fodden 
Shower of Rain in tbe Summer, you may filh for 
Umber on a Bridge or high Eminence from the. Wa* 
ter fViihout a Rod« ba^mg a lou% Pike Line with 
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two or three Yards of fine Silk-Line next the 
Hookf the Hook large bat thin and baited with a 
Lob-worm or two well fooured, the Line htvii^ 
a Muiket-ball about three Foot diftaoce from the 
Hook; throw out yoar Bait, having loofencd 
your Line in feveral Urge Links or Bows in your 
Hand for that Purpofe, into an eddy or fwifc Place 
near a Hole,where yonr Bullet will fink tr»but fo as 
to play up and down by the Motion of the Water^ 
which it will do by its Diftance from the Plummert 
here lit your Bait lie fome Time, and when you 
feel a Flih bice, give him Line and Time to hang 
himlelf, and then draw in your Line with your 
Hand and land your Fifli. And this Way I have 
taken large Trouts, Eels. Flounders, (Sc. 

Chuh'Fifhtng. . 

This Yifh is fo eafily caught, that it is efteemed 
the beft FUh to enter the young Angler. 

He is to be found in Angles or deep Holest. 
where the Water runs not violent, in large (bady 
Rivers of clay Bottoms; and thrives very well in. 
Ponds wherein Rivulets empty themfelves. 

The Baits for this Filh are various, according to 
the Seafon of the Year you angle for them. In 
Klarcb and Afril they will bite at Worms, in Af^r, 
JuMy and Julj, they'll take Flies ' or Beetles, 
Snails^ &c, and in the cooler Months, a Pafte made 
of the ttrongeft Chcefe pounded with a little But- 
ter and Saffron ; but they never refufe the Graf- 
hopper on the Top of a fwifc Scream, nor the 
young Humble-Bee at the Bottom ; and they will 
fom^timei bite at a Minnow. 

The beft Time of Fiihing for thefe Fifh is from 
Sun-rifiog to eight or nine a Clock, and from three 
snthe Afternoon to Sun-fer* If yQufiAkVl^^S^^- 



X- ^^ 
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bopper* place your felf in feme Corert if poffible 
to be ouc of Sigbr, feyr tbey are a vmr Ay and ti- 
morant Fifli ; having baited your Hook> fee it 
bang about a Foot above the Water, and if you 
fee the Cbvb foaring near rbe Top of tfee Water* 
which tkey commonly do in warm Weather, noore 
your Rod very flowly, fe at to let yonr Elait fjilf 
gently in the Water three or four belies before your 
!^i(h, when he will certainly take it j if he flioald 
fee you or the Shadow of your Rod* he will fink 
towards the Bottom, but if yon keep your SiatioQ 
you will foon fee him rife again. 

In the Winter the Chnb is taken at Mid- Water, 
or lower Angling with a Float ; at Bottom, by a 
Ledger-bait;. ami in the Summer at Top, by dib- 
bing as above directed : They will fcarce loo(e their 
Hold, fo that it is your fttreft Way to give cbem 
play enough before you offer to land them. 

This Fill) ipawns in lAmnh^ and becomes in Sea- 
fon a Month after Spawning. Ami when Cattle 
in the Summer refert to the Fords, their Dung at- 
rrads all Sorts of Fi(h, and you may angle near foch 
a Place for ttie Chub with Stsccelit. 

Atiglifig for tbi Barbeh 

The Chub and Barbel are reputed the worft and 
coaifeft of Frefh-warcr Fift. 

In the Summer you may find the Barbel in the 
fwifteft Parts of the River, that is pretty IhaUow 
and weedy, and he delights to lie under rbe 9ia^ 
of Trees in a gravelly Stream, where be WiHdig 
with his Nofe very ftrangefy ; and at Bndgesi 
Floodgates or Wears, you will find this Fit)t iti 
the fwifteft Current; but in the Winter he.rMrel 
from the fwift and (haUow ?atuc< ^heR.ivd\ ;\6 
d€fp and quiet Banki ot Ho\t%. 
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The Baits for rfah' Fifli« are Red'wonm, De^^ 
\tronns, &c^ weH fcoured and very civan, the 
young Brood of Wafps, Hornets, and Humble* 
Bees, the Bob of aH Sbrts^ Puftes, new Cfaeefe, 
iSt, but his prime Baits are Gentles not too mach 
fcouredi. 

Yon are to angle for this Filh with a pretijr (tiff 
bat taper Rod^ ftrong Line and Fioat> a pretty 
large Book ; and your Bait, mnft very near, if not 
^tiite coach the Ground. I'he beft Time of FiOiing 
is from the fiqginning of May till rfae End of ^uguft^ 
be bites moft kindly Mornings and Evenings, but is 
a cunning wary^ Fifli, and when hung wilt ftruggle 
fo vigorbafly, that it requires che beft Management 
to preferve your Tackle. 

xbe Barbd fpawns about the Month of ^prit^ 
and tbe Spawn is fo very nnwholfome, that it is 
efteemed a very fmall Degree from Poifon. 

Ponds are the moft nararat tc> the Bream, and 
though they breed in Rivers» they never grow fo 
large and Flat there as in the Ponds. They love 
the deepeft and broadeft Part of gentle Streams, a 
little muddyi with fandy and da^ Bottoms. 

There are feveral Sorts of Baits for this f ifli, ' 
the Dock or Flag'foot Worm like a Maggot, the 
Gilt-tail Worm, young Wafps like Gentles hard- 
tied and dried by the Fire, a large Red*wDrm 
withour a Knot well fcoured in Mo(s, Pafte made 
.r^fi^il ferbwtj Bread and Honey ; and in June and 
jfJiffh^mW take the Grafhopper and Flies under 
Wittet. 

WheA.you fifh for the Breatpi it is a very good 
littcfaod to go to the River-fide at three or foot a 
^Ock;i& thp Afternoon in ^ SmccmKt^ ^>n6ci^^xv 
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may fee them in Shoals» and find out tbeir Haunts; 
then prepare a Ground-bait of fweet Malt gro& 
ground and boil it* and when cool repair to the 
Water-fide about eight or nine a Clock in the Even- 
ing , and caft in the greaceft Part of your 
Ground-bait, firft fqaeezing ic hard bec^¥ee^ your 
Hands» and make an Allowance for the Current 
to carry it to the right Place. 

Abont four a Clock the next Morning » fet 
out with your Tackling for the Water-fide, which 
is to be a long Rod, a fine Silk or Silk and Hair- 
Line, a large Swan or Goofe-Qiiill Float, and a 
moderate fized Hook ; bait your Hook and caft ic 
over the Ground-bait, and there let it reft s when 
you have a Bite you will perceive the Float to fiok 
fuddeoly into the Water, but you are not to ftrike 
till the Line go clear away ; and if it be a Bream 
or a Carp, they will immediately (hoot to the far^ 
tber fide of the River, and you may then ftrike, 
but do it gently, holding your Rod upon the bent 
a little while, but not pulling while the Fifli ftrng* 
gles for fear of breaking your Tackling, 

This Sport may be purfued with great Pleafure, 
by laying by three or four Rods as direded under 
the Head of Tench*Angling. You may continue 
your Fifliing at four a Clock in the Afternoon, by. 
throwing a further Qsiancity of Ground-bait into 
the Water, and if it be a gloomy Day and windy 
they will bite all Day. 

The Bream is in Prime the Months of July and 
Augujl after the Summer feeding. And if Pike or 
Pearch breed in the fame River, they are to be firft 
taken, which is a general Rule with refpcA to 
Angling for many other Sorts of Fifli, tbofe. WiA' 
being Filb of Prey and very much difturb tad 
frighten the reft. And you may lay your live^Bait^ 
for the PikCt at the GimfiTimft ^qu are filbinfj; iW 
Bredm, isc. -^^--^- 
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Angling for E^gach and Dace. 

The Roach and Bream very mach refemble th^ 
Carp, being very broad and chick, but iborr, and 
their Scales large, and fet in excellent Order fi 
they are Leather-mouthed, have their Teeth ilk- 
their Throat, and are very bony. And the Dace 
is a long thin Fi(h of exceeding Whitenefs, but 
likewife full of Bones. 

Thefe Filh delight in a gravelly iandy Ground,and 
if it be a little clay te they like it never the worfe* 
And in the cleareft, deepeft, and ftilleft Parts of 
the River, that are moft (haded, amongit Wal- 
ter-Docks, under Water- Lilies, {^c. they are cer; 
tainly taken. 

In hoc Weather the Roach may be taken with a'. 
natural Fly, as the Trout, having a very fmall 
Hook, or wich the Fly drawn under Water. In » 
cooler Weather, you are to fifli wich a very fmall . 
Lead and Float about two Foot under Water, bait-* 
iog wich Ant-Eggs, &c. and you are to fifh deeper^ 
as the Weather increafes in Coolnefs, fo as ta have-' 
your Bait not above half a Foot or a Foot from the 
Bottom in the Winter ; but if you bait your Fladesji 
]ioa are to 61h deep at all l^mes of the Year. - ' 

In Afril and May you may angiis for the Dit^e 
with fmall Gilt-tail Worms, licrle white Snails, 
Ant' Eggs, Houfe Flie.v, Caddis, Cod-bait,, within • 
five or Hx Inches of the Bottom, the Wate^ being 
c'ear. In June and July fi(h for them with boirdr 
Gr^iin, naked Wafps- and Becs» Gnat^ Aat'F|-es,^ 
Graftoppers , Caterpillars or Worms bred oii< 
^laYics,. BuHies. d'c. In Ai^ft zvAj^eftmbiry ihk^ 
'^iik Ant- Fly is an escellent Bait both at Top of 
Uic^-Water, and within fix Ipches of the Bouocavoi 
^ a 'cteir'Waren And if \ou AntiX^ \w X^^r^Ssw s>ox. 
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Winter, your beft Baits are Worms, Gentits, dead 
Bees from Honey-Combi, boird Wheat fansked, 
the Filh'Eyes, fac Bacon, or Pafte made with 
Fk»i^er- of white Bread and a little Butter, work'd 
up wiUt Cbncm co make ic ftick to the Hook, 
aqcl.cvloQ red' with Saffron or Red- Lead. The 
iiviie Baits will fienre for the Roach. 

Your Rodibr Dace and Roach ought to be ref7 
long and pretty gentle, your Line very fmall and 
not exceeding one Arong Hair at the Hook, which 
M^ill fecure a Filh of a Pocuid Weight at leaft wiib 
good Mafiagcmeot, . your Hook to be very fine, 
and your Bkit Viery clean. And if you fifh in the 
Winter you ought to fourid* the Depth with a fmall 
pyramidicai : Plummec, not above half an Ounce 
m Weight, wherein is to be a fmall Hole at the 
Top for the fixing of your Hook to it. 

The Roach, isi a Fool-batdy cw^tit Fifh, fre» 
quently taktogtyour Bait in your Sight, and when 
they arc io ate Humour of Biting, you may Iftde 
your feif from one Holt, They fpawn in Af^r, 
aQd withm a Month after are in &iafon, and io 
continue till AfrU^ but they arc in their Prime in 
FoSti/ar^and M^ch. The Dace fpawn in March. 
aod*alre(bonin Season, but not very good till about 
Micbaelmasi they ar^e both acoarfe Fifl). 

•In the River Thames Roach are frequently takeo 
in fiihing for the Bleakr or other fmall Pifli, by ang- 
ling with, your chief Line deep and a Worm-bait i 
having ilirecrtor four Aort Linits fixed to your.Line 
with Hookf baitedt thofe about Mid- Water with 
the- Geofil^ abofe nearer the Surface with Pafte or 
fmall Woimt, C^c. by which Means you take Roactv 
Dace, Bleaks^ &04 at once. 
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Angling for the Smeh^ Gudgeon^ Bknk, ScQ , . 

The FrcOi- Water Smelt kldom wceeds the Sim 
of a Herring, ii an ezceUem Fi(b^ «nd whether 
produced from the Spawn of itbe Salmon «s gene-* 
rally fappofed, I do not talce upon me to deter* 
mine; (bough I confefs tber^isja Probability of it, 
as they appear in ^frily a reaiiaNtuiible Time for the 
Spawn of the Salmon caft in Seftember^ to arrive 
to the Size tbey are commonly taken ; and 'tis ob- 
fe-rvabl^, that they make down to the Sea in great 
Quantities about the latter £ad of Ap^U% and are 
not to be met with afterwards. 

Thefe Fi(h are Aken with the Gik-tail-Worm,' 
fine running Line* and a long taper and gentle 
Rod* in -the Shoals of fwift running gravelly 
Screams, and between or near Weeds at -the fioc- 
torn 9 Yoa^ll find them as you do the Trout, and 
after a Shower of Rain yoii'M have ^ejccel lent Sport: 
But with a (mall artificial Fly and Veiy fine Hook, 
at the latter Eod of i^/^rvV you tnay take them as 
Faft as you can caft over ihem i L have known in a 
River in Hamffhire ioaxt Dozens of them taken kk 
an Hoards Time. 

The Gudgeon is a FiA of an escellent T:aft^ 
and is eaflly taken wirh a lif)a41 red WoW! ootOr 
near the Ground, This Fifli is fmallcr tiian tte 
Smelr, and ufually fr^uencstbeShaUofvs in fart^ 
gravelly Botmtnsof gentle Screams, in the Summer 
whin they fcatter tbemfelves, but love a deeper 
Water in the Winter. 

Yon oTKiy fi^ for the Gudgeon, eiiber by Haini 
ivi;h a running Line or with a Float, ifiving a very 
gentle Rod ; be bites well in gloomy ^ warm, €r 
bor SUn-fhiny Weather, and bites all Day frotn 
La^Daj to Michaglmm, but will clqi bv^^ i^S!isiV\ 
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in cold Weathfr* and fcldom moves before Sun- 
fifing or after Sun-ftt. 

The fileak or frefli Water Sprar» may be taken 
either at Mid-Water or the Top,witb a Line called 
a Fdternoficr Line, (vis^.) a Line having fix or eight 
fmall Hooks tied to Gngle Hair-Links> and fixed 
within half a Foot of each other, and baited with 
Gencils, your Line having a Float of Quill ; and 
in a Summer-Eveniog you may have very good 
Sport, by ivhipping on the Top of the Water tor 
xbe Bleak with a fine artificial Dub Fly. 

Thus I have gone through the particular Ways 
«nd Methods of AngHng tor all Sorts of FiA fa 
the beft Manner^ and have added under the feve* 
^al Heads, many very materia! Experiments and 
Improvements no where elfe* to be found ; I 
now proceed to the Laws and Statutes relating to 
Angling, which finilh this Treatife. 

7U Laws and Statutes relating to Fi/hitigm 

The Sratute 19 Ed i. c. 7. ena<9:f, That if any 
Perfon fhall take Salmon or Trout out of Se afon, 
or Pikes under ten Inches in Length, Salmon (ixTeen» 
Trout eight, and Barbel under twelve Inches in 
Length ; or Ihall ufe any Engine to take Fifh, o- 
tber tbin Angle or Net of two Inches and a half 
In Mefli, &c. he (hall forfrn lo i. for every Fifli 
Uken^ and alfo the Net or E gine. 

And by Statute 3 Jac. 1. c. ii« If any Pcribn 
Ihtll ere<3 a Wear along ihe Sca-fhore, or in any 
Haven or Creek, or within five Miles of the Mouth 
of any Haven or Creek, nnd fhall deftroy the Spawn 
or Fry of Fifh, he (hall forfeit 10 /. to be levied 
by Diftrcfs, (Sc. 

Tbii 
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This Aa likcwile declares, tUt no Ferfon (hall 
fiQl in any Haven or Creek, or within five Milei of 
any fucb, with ^ny Net or le6 Me(h than three 
Inches and a half between Knot and Knot, or 
with a Canvas-Net or other Engine, whereby the 
Spawn of Filh may be deftroyed under the Penalty 
of 10 i. and the Net or Engine. 

The A(St 12 (S IB Car. 2. reftrains Perfons frdnn 
fifliing in Rivers without the Coofent of the Pro* 
prietors. If any Perfon ihall take or deftroy Filh 
by aoyDevife in any Water or River or affift there- 
in, without the Confent of the Owner thereof, tb« 
Ofiender (hall make fuch Satisfadion to the Owner, 
as a Jttftice of Peace (hall appoint, not exceeding 
treble OlmageSf and (hall alio pay a Snm not ex- 
ceeding loi. for theUfe of the Poor, or enter in- 
to a Bond with one or more Sureties in the Penalty 
of lo/. not to offend again in the like Nature. 
And if he can do neither tt thefe, he (ball be com* 
mitted for any Time not exceeding a Month. 

By Statute 30 Car. 2, If any Perfon flail take 
Filh in the River Severn^ in other Nets than dire- 
Aed by the Statute of 19 £<£ !• ufe unlawful Net^ 
or any Devife for taking the Fry of £els> and there- 
of (ball be convided in Seffions, be (ball forfeit ^t. 
And every Perfon who between the firfk of March 
and the 1^ of JMaj^f Ihall do any A£t whereby the 
Spawn of Filh (hall be deftroyed, (hall forfeit 40 a 
and the Inftraments, one Moiety to the Pfofecutor, 
and the other to the Poor. 

The Statute 4 & S ^^C' M e. 23. Prohibits 
die keeping of Nets, Angles, Leaps, Pitches or o» 
ther Engines for the taking of fitoi by any Perfbnt 
but the Makers and Sellers thereof, and Owneft 
and Occupiers of Rivers or Fiflieries ; and if any 
jfoch Nett or Engines» &c. are kept by any other 
PeriiooSy they may be feised awl^ lutv^ Vs^ ^^m 

H 5 Qwx«x% 
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O waen of (ucb Riven and Fiibenes, or fuch as . 
tfaey fliall authorize.'. . 

By Siatnte 4^5 Anntt tbe Sratnte 1 } Ed, \. 
is coo£rined and coiicinued in Force. And this Sra- 
Koce eoadl>y ffaac no Perfaa fluil cake Salsan at 
any Time between tbe ^och of June and tbe i iih 
of ^ Wovetnbtr, under tbe Penaicy of 20 /• Offering 
Salmon co Sale, tbe like Pcnaky. 

Two Jaftices refiding wkbin five Mik$ of tbe 
Rivers in Hamfjhire and H^ii^birc^ tfc. Iiave Power 
by cbis KA, to appoint Oferiieets of (otfb Riven 
and tbe Fi(h, (ic. and to firixe and deftroy Neti» 
&c. And wben Salmon or Trouc ftail be taken 
out of Seafon. Pike under ten Indies in Length, C^c, 
as particularized in Stat i) £dL i. che OFenders 
00 CoGvi(^n upon Oatb of one Wknefs, or Coo* 
fefiion before one Juftice, fiiall forfeit ibr tht £rft 
Offence a Sum ikx under 20 /• nor above 5 A for 
tbe fecond Ofiimce not nnder 40 s, nor above lo /• 
And as the Odence Aoli be repealed, the Penaky 
CO be douUedt &c. one Moiety to the Informer, 
at>d the cxher to the Poor : Or be Gonmiiied for 
three MonthiL 

Owners and Tenswtof Mifis in the Councses of 
HMmpflfirt and ff^/hirts are to keep open ao 
Hatch of a Foot (quare in the Sweam where there 
k no Vhcd, whereby the Salmon, may pa& and 
repafs Iran tbe iirh of Nnftfokr en the 31ft of 
MMjy and AaU not uk any Net, (Sc. m chat Hascb 
during that Time, under the like Penakaet. 

And fuch Owners, &c:. of Mills* ire not 00 lay 
Pocs for the catching of £cls, between the firft of 
J^ttttdry and the Tenth of Atocfa, witfaont letting 
Racks before them to keep oot tbe Saixnoo ; and 
after tbe iaidTench of hiof^ to the f oth of Mnjt 
they IhaiJ not lay any Pots but what ftall be wide 
eaovgbt to Ici ihe Eri oi S^VccnKk^a& through 10 



the Sea ; and (bali not take or keep, or ofler to « 
&le, any of the youog Fry during that Seafo^i oa * 
Piio of forfeiting as above. % 

By the Scaiuie of i G^^. Owners and Propriep - 
tors of Rivers in tbe Counties of Sfufhamftm and a 
WiltSy and tbetr Servants and Agents^ are noi; tp 
kXiX Salmon between the firft P^. ipf Augvfi 9ini^\m ^ 
tfvclffb ff N^vfnAer^ Or kiri: any d«lny>D bjr 
HawkSy Nets, Angles or otWwifip^ orexpofe tte ^ 
ixmt to Sale, under the Penalties and Forfdiurei 
inffid:ed by the Statute 4 & \4nm$9 wbicb St^iut^ : 
as to cbe Time of caccbiog Salinon is repealed. 

Saloaon taken in the Riv<rs» Sivcitnt De^ ff^i^ 
IFitme, fVere, Jets, Hfbble, Merfy^ Dun^ Airi Qu\€^ 
Swaiet CaUUr, . H^rf^ . Eur 9,. Pgripnip land. TrttH^tv^ 
w be from tke £ye fo tbe Mid^He- of tbe Tail '^. 
ctgbteen Inches sn Length 9 and whoever Aafi kUl^ 
or 4eftroy the«i under th^ $i^, or hinder tbda 
going up tbe Rivers to fpawn, or kifl iheoi be^ 
cweeo the laft Day of ^mfrandnthe tyvielfthfif N?-; 
pgtmhert aod thereof fliall he 9wkri(5^d, (halt for*- 
Yeii 5 y. .tor every QflFenc^* ao he levied byiQiftreft;^ 
and the fi(b tukm* Nixs/ EngiBCSS. filEr. whkbaret:^ 
to be deftroyed. For want of Diftrefs. m ba.ldtff 
to tbe Houfe of Correction for three Monthsi 

Filbmongers buying or felling Salmon taken filn 
any of the fai^Rifers,*;|bidelr thf^ Weight of inn 
Pounds, are likole to tbelfke l^enaltles. 

I (hall conclude thefe A(Sts of Parliamenr, with ^ 
fome ancient Statutes ri^ajtingao Fi(h-Ponds, and a^ . 
fewLawCaUs. Tbc&aiute $ £% c. 21. enacts, o 
That if any Pcffon ihaB wofawfoll^ break down m 
FiHi-Ponds, of^ VkaK £A la ^hflP!l^14Htbour Licence.- 
from tbe Ower^^he 4iaB^I«9MFjA^e Months Ina*- 
prifonmeni, ^d gitcSecut1tjr4br -%i$ good fieha- - • 
Yionr for feven Years, and the Party grieved^naayr 
recover treble Damages^ 
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And by tbe Statace of i^^. i. ] Rd. r. t. to. 

Tcefpftflen in Pondi were to give treble Damages 
10 the Party injured, fufter ibree Monihi Impri- 
ibotnent, be fined at the King't Pleafure, give Se* 
curity not to offend again in the like Kind, or ab- 
jure the Realm. 

If a lAao derivci a Title to a Filhery, t^ (hew- 
ing a co^tant Enjoymeni it ii fufideni, unlcft tbe 
Pkrty be prolecntcd by tbe Crown, when be wiH 
be obliged to prodnce bit Patent or Liceoce from 
ibe Crown, t J^. 29a. 

In Cafe (tf a private River, tbe Lord'i baving tbe 
Soil, ii good Evidence to prove be hatfi tbe Rigfat 
of Filliiog i and it pnit the Proof upon them that 
claim a Right of Fi(hing. ?er Httt. But in Cafe 
of a River ibat flowi ana reflowi. and it an Arm 
of tbe Sea, iberc it ii' common to all j and if any 
will appropriate a Privilege to himtelf, tbe Proof 
He! on bit Side. 

To take Fifh in a Rirer ii no Felooy i but taking 
FiA 6m of a Net, Trunk, or Pond, ii Felony, 
becadii -tkey are not at their oainral Liberty, and 
tbe Owner bathtbem in immediate Pofleffion at fail 
Goodlb &c. 
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